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EDITORIAL

End Times for a stable climate?
e believe firmly in recycling at
Green Christian and maybe
there is a circular economy of
words too, particularly where there is a
shared vision. In this spirit I am going to
hand over this editorial to Chris Walton,
a former editor, who is now actively
involved in the Green Christian Way of
Life community. In the January letter of
Encouragement for GC Way of Life
Companions, he wrote the following and
has given permission for his thoughts to
be recycled (or dare I say, upcycled?) in
our editorial here. Chris writes:

W

Hello Everyone, how are you feeling?
Some say there are 12 years to go
before global temperatures are too high
to avoid a cataclysmic destruction of
creation. And if ever there was a time
when the move toward global egotistical
and sociopathic leadership was evident,
it surely must be now. Massive
economies are pulling out of the
Paris/Polish climate change agreements
and climate change is dubbed fake
news. The principalities and powers (see
Romans 8.37f) are in ascendance. How
are you feeling?
I’ve been re-reading Walter Wink’s
Engaging the Powers with his sub-title
Discernment and Resistance in a World
of Domination. If you haven’t read Wink’s
theological trilogy from the 80s/90s
before, please do so as the writing
seems even more relevant in 2019. His
inspired understanding is that in the New
Testament the word kosmos, (often
translated as just “world”) which we have
often thought of as meaning “the whole
inhabited Earth” is better understood as
“Earthly human systems”, which he calls
the “Domination System”.
For instance in 1 John 2:15,16 instead
of: “Do not love the world or the things
pertaining to it. If anyone loves the world
2
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the love of God is not in that person”,
read it as: “Do not love the Domination
System or the things pertaining to it. If
anyone loves that System, the love of
the Father is not in that person.”

person or a country great. We know that
our Saviour lived a different way: God
became a human being, He became a
servant, a slave, He died a criminal’s
death (Philippians 2.11). He lived for the
Earth and against the dominant culture.

That is a massive difference. So our faith
in Jesus insists that we live not
according to the dictates of the
Domination System, but according to
the way of Jesus. It is time to re-Wild our
faith.

So, followers of the Way, let us all
continue to support each other as
we follow our vocation to resist the
Domination System and the things
pertaining to it. Let us remember to
tell each other our stories of hope,
Perhaps it is understandable why some resistance and the next unfamiliar
feel that Christians (who have learnt to step. ■
pit
themselves
against
the
world/Creation) are responsible for the
Chris Walton is a former
editor of Green Christian
environmental crisis the Earth faces
Magazine, a retired
now. The way of Jesus is THE WAY,
Baptist minister and with
his wife Ross, is currently
which opposes the Domination System,
running Ringsfield
EcoCentre in Suffolk (yes,
which believes that violence always wins,
he's back there
that riches make you top dog, that
temporarily!).
money and violent power makes a

Letters to the Editor
Giggleswick,
N. Yorkshire
Jan. 2019
Dear Editor,
Although the problem of climate change may seem overwhelming, everyone of us can
do something. Firstly we can all find ways of reducing our carbon footprint. Secondly
we can all write letters. Every one of us has an MP and every MP knows that one
letter from a constituent represents the views of about 50 others. Constituents’
letters and emails do carry weight.
Your readers might like to consider writing about the following:
1. The fastest increase in UK greenhouse gas emissions is in road transport. One way
of encouraging people to get out of their cars and to reduce CO2 emissions is to make
local bus travel free to everyone, not just the over 60s.
2. A major cause of climate change is the production of meat and dairy products. Your
readers might like to ask when the government is going to stop subsidising the meat
industry and when it is going to start recommending on health grounds, that the
public reduces its consumption of meat and dairy.
3. Recently the government has scrapped payments under the Feed In Tariff (FIT)
scheme to householders who install solar panels – a devastating blow to the UK’s
renewables industry. A householder with solar panels is now largely giving free
electricity to the energy companies who already make enormous profits.
Yours sincerely,
Keith Bradshaw
©2019 Green Christian
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Extinction Rebellion
Elaine Ewart reflects on a new movement

Extinction Rebellion March, Westminster, Oct 31st 2018

Parliament Square to declare their
intention to rebel, if their demands are
not met, against the UK Government, for
its criminal inaction in the face of the
climate crisis. These demands are: that
the Government declares a climate
emergency; that it commits the UK to
zero emissions by 2025; that a Citizen’s
Assembly is set up to decide on policies
to reverse our current self-destructive
course.1 What makes Extinction
Rebellion (XR) different, however, is not
just the ambition of their demands but
the means used to make them reality: an
ongoing mass campaign of non-violent
I’d come to the Extinction Rebellion civil disobedience, including mass
“Declaration of Rebellion”, where a arrests and, for some, even prison.
thousand people had gathered in
his time, I was hoping for
something different. Like everyone
else in this crowd, I’d signed
petitions, lobbied my MP, gone on
marches, and tried to reduce my carbon
footprint. Yet, in recent years, the pace
of global ecocide and catastrophic
climate breakdown has accelerated. The
grim recital of the statistics of
destruction were all too familiar to me:
the melting of polar ice, the loss of 60%
of worldwide vertebrate populations, the
increase in wildfires and floods. So, what
was different about today?

T

4
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I’d heard about XR at Greenbelt Festival
in August, and later attended an
introductory talk in Cambridge that I’d
seen advertised online. A new
grassroots campaign instigated by the
activist movement Rising Up, XR has two
main aims in relation to the catastrophe
of climate breakdown: one, to tell the
truth; two, to act as though the truth is
real. It’s not an explicitly religious
movement, but it asks of us a
fundamentally religious question: how far
are you prepared to go to live out your
beliefs? How far do you really believe
what you say you do? It’s not a question
I often hear from my usual middle-of-theroad Anglican pulpits. The language of
XR is the language of radical discipleship
©2019 Green Christian
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within a society in flight from ecocidal scientists, signed a recent letter to the
reality.
Guardian in support of XR.5
“God is in the facts,” said Gerard W.
Hughes, writing in the shadow of Cold
War threats of nuclear annihilation.2
Could God be in the facts of an unstable
climate and dying ecosytems? In
Parliament Square, at the Declaration of
Rebellion, it was a relief to hear the full
bleakness of our position, dire as it is,
spoken out loud. But will the truth really
set us free?
One of my most powerful memories of
the speeches was listening to fifteenyear-old Greta Thunberg, the teenage
climate activist who, for weeks, has
staged a school strike every Friday
outside the Swedish parliament. In her
long blond plaits and zip-up hoodie, her
straightforward response to the climate
crisis cut through the obfuscation that
has characterised climate discussion in
the political sphere. At the beginning of
her speech, her quiet voice was lost in
the roar of traffic and the blare of
passing sirens. We began to repeat her
words, phrase by phrase, so the people
at the back of the crowd could hear.
Gradually, the effect began to sound like
a marriage service, where the repetition
of vows after the celebrant embody the
commitment the parties are making.
Saying it out loud helps to make it real.
“There are no grey areas when it comes
to survival. We have to change.”3

But it is not the principle so much as the
practice that exercises me. Civil
disobedience is very much outside my
comfort zone, and when we moved from
the grass of the square to an illegal
occupation of the road outside the
Houses of Parliament, I walked forward
with some trepidation. It helped that
there was a large mass of people that I
hoped I might get lost in, and that I was
flanked by two friends who had
accompanied me from Cambridge. As
we swarmed onto the road, some
activists lay down and locked arms –
they were in for as long as it took to be
moved or arrested. The afternoon was
hot; another unseasonably sunny day for
late October. I folded my winter coat
under my knees and half-knelt, half
crouched, on top of it. An XR steward in
a hi-vis jacket gave me a slip of paper
with legal advice printed on it, in case I
was arrested. “It’s because you’re on the
police line,” they explained. I am?
Looking up, I found myself eyeballing a
truncheon, hanging from an officer’s
waist. Walkie-talkies crackled. “Move
across, please, ladies and gentlemen.”
The XR organiser announced we would
stay for half an hour, then have a vote on
whether to stay longer. Beside me, a
protestor tried to engage a police officer
in a discussion on climate change. I kept
my eyes down.

Transformation, on the radical scale that
the recent IPCC report tells us we need
for civilization to survive4, is also an
imperative of the Christian life. We
believe in, and need to be open to, the
constant renewal of our lives in Christ.
XR is about rebellion against the
criminal, even genocidal, failure of the
state to protect its people. As such, it
has support from moral and religious
thinkers, including former Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, who, along
with many other academics, leaders and

Meanwhile, the speeches continued. A
young Muslim woman prayed, with
graceful, dancer-like movements of her
arms. “I’m from Iran,” (cheers from the
crowd), “and Reading!” (more cheers,
laughter). “I kiss the ground!” she
declared, and invited us to do the same.
I could feel the hard tarmac beneath my
fingers, dirty and real and beautiful. Time
trickled like glue. Eventually, after an
hour, one of my friends decided to get
out of the road, and I felt justified in
joining her in a retreat back on the

©2019 Green Christian

XR Funeral March for extinct species, Nov, 2018,

square. Moving to the grass was like
returning gasping to the surface after
holding my breath underwater. When I
moved away from the Square, my final
view was of a woman with flame-red hair
standing within a police cordon, calmly
as a Pre-Raphaelite portrait, holding her
handcuffed hands in front of her.
The following day, the first of November,
is All Saints Day. I think about the XR
Declaration as an act of prophetic
witness. I think about how important it is
that we should not be alone in our
struggles. The challenges seem
overwhelming, but the words of Paul’s
Letter to the Hebrews come back to me,
that we are surrounded by a “great cloud
of witnesses”. Witnesses to truth, to
action, to hope beyond hope. ■
Elaine Ewart is a poet
and writer, currently in
the final year of a PhD in
Creative Writing at the
University of Essex. She
is a member of Extinction
Rebellion groups in
Cambridge and
Colchester.
References:
1
2
3

4
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Extinction Rebellion Demands:
https://rebellion.earth/demands/
Gerard W. Hughes, God of Surprises (London:
Darton, Longman & Todd, 1987), p. 158.
Greta Thunberg’s speech at XR Declaration of
Rebellion, YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3YeSEhfJv0
PCC website:
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/summary-forpolicy-makers/
“Facts about our ecological crisis are
incontrovertible. We must take action,” 26 October
2018:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct
/26/facts-about-our-ecological-crisis-areincontrovertible-we-must-take-action
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Naming the Powers
Ruth Musgrave invites us to imagine differently

“Our struggle is not against ‘flesh and
blood’ but against the principalities and
powers, the rulers of this present
darkness” (Ephesians 6:12).

Extinction Rebellion, Nov 17th, 2018

Hope envisages its future and then acts
as if that future is now irresistible, thus
helping to create the reality for which it
longs. Walter Wink1
Last November I took part in the
Extinction Rebellion which shut down
Waterloo Bridge (and four others) for
several hours. At the beginning, having
blocked the road, about 200 of us sat
down. We were asked by a young
woman on an improvised soap box to
share food and talk with someone else
about why we had come. My
conversation partner told me that she
believes we have left it too late to stop
runaway climate change but felt she
must come anyway. At first I wanted to
reassure her that despite everything we
must hope, but then I stopped myself. I
took a deep breath, and then tried to
listen to her without trying to put things
right. To my surprise, when she left, she
thanked me and said she now felt
inspired.

Credit: @ExtinctionRebellion

Rediscovered and how it relates to
climate breakdown. As he spoke I
remembered the conversation on
Waterloo Bridge and also the work
Joanna Macy has done in helping people
face their fear, anxiety and despair over
the future of the Earth2. Macy’s
workshops encourage mourning for the
earth to be recognised, expressed and
held before letting it go. There is a In this one day, there was much to learn
similarity in this process with going about hope; from people who believe it
through the stages of any kind of grief. may be too late but who nevertheless
are making their voices heard, from
During the AGM, someone commented listening to despair and seeing that it
that often the people who work for can be healing, and from Wink’s insight
corporations or political parties, which that we must name the Domination
wreak environmental havoc are, as System and call out the powers,
individuals, good people, but they are knowing we have a different system
trapped within the system. And Bishop imagined and lived in Jesus. ■
David referred to Walter Wink, and his
naming of the “Domination System”,
meaning the cluster of economic,
political, military and social powers
which shape how we live and which do
not easily permit the imagining a
different kind of world.

Later that day I attended the Green
Christian AGM where Bishop David Similarly St Paul refers to “the
Atkinson spoke about his book Hope principalities and powers”. He wrote,
6

greenchristian.org.uk Issue 87, Easter 2019

Wink says that every institution has
buildings, policies, budget, a logo and
so on, but these are the outer
expressions of its interiority, its spirit, its
reason for being. In relation to healing
the Earth, our task is more than
convincing individuals, it is to recognise
and name the spirit of institutions, be
they corporations, governments or
Churches, and then to call them back to
their true vocation, just as in the book of
Revelation the Spirit addresses the
“angels of the Churches” calling them
back to what they were meant to be. We
are not without a map and compass as
we have an alternative system, God’s
domination-free order, with Jesus
pointing us towards it.

Ruth Musgrave has worked
as a facilitator in conflict
resolution and peace
building work in London and
Bangladesh. She is a
member of Green Christian
and very interested in the
interplay between theology
and social issues.
References:
1. Engaging the Powers, Walter Wink (1992) Fortress
Press
2. see Active Hope, Macy and Johnstone (2012) New
World Library
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PRAYER
by George Ella Lyon
Our Mother Who Art in the kitchen
cooking us up
hallowed may we see
all that is Your kingdom here
delivered into our hands
Your will in children
and trees leaping out on earth
as if it were Heaven.
Give us this day
bread we could feed the world
and snatch us bald-headed
if we try to swallow it all.
Don't forgive us
till we learn it is all for giving.
That salve you've got in a pot
on the back of the stove
only heals when everybody has some.
And heed us not
if we believe You look like us
and love us best
and gave us the True Truth
with a license to kill Others
writ inside.
Deliver us from this evil.
for it is Yours,
this kitchen we call Universe
where you stir up our favorite treat,
the Milky Way,
folding deep into sweet
our little sphere
with its powerful glory
of rainforests and oceans and mountains in feather-boa mist
forever
(if we don't blow it up)
and ever
(if we don't tear it down)
Amen
(Ah women,
Ah children
Ah reckon She's about fed up.
We better make room at the table
for everybody
before She yells - OUT!
and turns our table over,
before She calls it off
this banquet we've been hoarding
this paradise
we aim to save
with bombs.)
©2019 Green Christian
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Putting the Green in Greenbelt
Organising a festival is a huge logistical challenge. Doing it sustainably is even harder.

Jeremy Williams investigates how Greenbelt is living up to its environmental
principles.

t’s a warm summer evening, the light
beginning to fade; the sky is orange
and pink overhead as we walk through
an avenue of trees, strung with white
lights. There’s a happy chatter on the
path and music ahead. We show our
wristbands and step between the trees
and into the glade. Ahead of us is the big
top, the silhouettes of the crowd against
the stage lights. To the left a curve of
brightly coloured flags stretches round
the perimeter, flapping gently. Welcome
to Greenbelt.

I

Now well past its 40th birthday,
Greenbelt is a festival of arts, faith and
social justice. It’s a recurring August
Bank holiday event for many Green
Christian members, who pack their tents
and descend on Boughton Hall,
Northamptonshire. With over 10,000
other people, they will enjoy a varied
programme of musicians, speakers,
poets, activists and entertainment for all
ages. They will need water, toilets, food,
and much else besides before they
leave, tired but inspired – and hopefully
still mostly dry – on Tuesday morning.
With social justice and ethics at its heart,
it’s important to Greenbelt that all of this
happens as sustainably as possible. This
has been something of a journey, and
every year the festival raises its
ambitions. Take those strings of lights in
the trees. There were over 4,000
festoon lights strung throughout the site
in 2018, marking paths and keeping
campers safe while moving about at
night. They are high efficiency LED
bulbs, recently arrived on the festival
8
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market in Britain; another first is the because no-one wants the lights to go
solar tower lights in the car park.
out if there is a big demand for power”
Dave explains. “That has the downside
Because the festival is in the of inefficient running much of the time.
countryside, generators are used to The tedious task of gathering data from
provide light and sound. “At our previous smelly generators has its rewards –
festival site at Cheltenham racecourse, it understanding energy demand and peak
was all on grid” says Greenbelt’s events loads allows us to reduce our carbon
director Mary Corfield. “It was easier to impact for the next year. Further gains
use 100% renewable energy suppliers. will come from better zoning of venues,
At Boughton, we moved from all mains automatic sequencing of generator
to all diesel. Ultimately the goal is to use banks, as well as more solar hybrid set100% sustainable energy, but the events ups.”
industry is behind the curve on these
things. It’s getting better every year but “There will shortly come a point when it
it’s not as simple as some people might will be difficult to reduce diesel
think. As technologies become available consumption further and we’d need hardwe can use them.”
to-find biodiesel or vegetable-oil
generators to further reduce ecological
One of those new technologies is hybrid impact.” That long term goal to use
generators, essentially battery banks 100% renewable energy will be difficult,
working at mains voltage. Powering but as Dave says, the team is up for the
smaller venues, they can run quietly until challenge. “It’s been very encouraging
needing a charge from the generators. working with Greenbelt and their
One more remote part of the site ran contractors, with their willingness to find
entirely on a hybrid unit with a small ecological solutions.”
solar array. “We’ve reduced our fuel use
for three years in a row, by 16%, 16% Waste is another focus for the festival. In
and then 20%” says Mary. “The festival 2017 Greenbelt introduced a rule for all
has been growing in that time, so I’m their caterers, stipulating that all
really proud of those fuel reductions.”
packaging had to be fully compostable.
Caterers on site are chosen because
Energy specialist and Green Christian they share the festival ethos, and they
member Dave Barton, this year with were happy to comply. It seems the
statistician wife Sheila, has been results from that first year were
volunteering with Greenbelt to help them disappointing and Mary blames the
reduce their energy use and carbon festival-goers:
impact further. They have been
monitoring and analysing diesel “Compostable packaging looks so good
consumption and power loads. “Typically these days that our festival-goers looked
engineers tend to oversize generators at it and thought ‘that’s not
©2019 Green Christian
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Another new rule for 2018 was a ban on
single use plastics, with no water bottles
on site. It’s important to keep artists and
crew hydrated, so they were all offered
a reusable metal bottle. Then those
branded bottles have been seen in use
at other events – modelling a small
change can have a ripple effect.

Photos by Greenbelt (greenbelt.org.uk)

compostable’, and put it in the general
waste bin. At the end of the festival our
composting rate had hardly gone up. We
know that Greenbelters, by and large,
care about the planet. They know that
it’s easy to contaminate the waste
stream by putting something in the
wrong bin, so they were trying to do the
right thing.”

brought in to nudge people in the right
direction. Every catering van had a sign
saying “smile, all my packaging is
compostable”. Volunteers dressed as “bin
fairies” were doing the rounds telling
people about what went in which bin. “It
was still a problem at first” says Mary. “I
was having a look at the bins on the Friday
night and there was still lots of packaging
in the general bin, but by Saturday night
There was clearly some education to do, there was almost none. It was just a
and in 2018 a handful of measures were matter of getting used to the idea.”

“One of the things I’m most passionate
about is influencing other festivals” says
Mary. Greenbelt has won the Greener
Festival award, and Mary is a guest
panellist at the Showman’s Show, the big
annual industry event. If trade
magazines want to talk about
sustainability, it’s often Greenbelt that
they call. “Most years there are people
from other festivals who want to
come along and see what we’re doing.”
says Mary. “We always try to be
encouraging.... My message is always
that if little Greenbelt can do it, with our
modest budgets, then you can too.” ■

A Tribute to George Dent (1929-2019)
George was Christian Ecology Link’s Joint
National Coordinator in the 1990s and
Information Officer in the late 1990s and
early 2000s, and has been an active
member of CEL and Green Christian (as
CEL is now known), ever since. He has
given many in CEL/Green Christian great
encouragement and friendship over the
years.

George and Jean Dent – Harrogate 1991

reen Christian members have
been remembering George Dent
with respect and affection,
following his death after a sudden stroke
in January this year. He was in good
health until this and enjoying life in
Andover with his wife Joyce.

G

©2019 Green Christian

and later that year agreed to be Joint
National Coordinator, a role he continued
in for four year before becoming CEL’s
first Information Officer. For the next
seven years George was the first point of
call for anyone contacting CEL and many
members have remarked how his
welcoming personality drew them into
CEL/Green Christian activities.

Our current GC Chair, Paul Bodenham
writes: “George was firm but fair chairing
the Steering Committee. Unfailingly
courteous and kind with an endearing
and gentle sense of humour, George was
a warm and sensitive man. Green
Christian owes this gentle saint much for
his wise stewardship of its early days.” A
fuller appreciation of George’s life can be
In July 1991 George attended his first found on the GC website.
CEL Steering Committee (SC) meeting,
Born near Bedale in North Yorkshire, and
becoming a teacher of rural science at St
Aidan’s School, Harrogate, George joined
the Ripon Christian Ecology Group in the
late 1980s. He started the Harrogate
Local Group, which he continued to lead
for many years, greatly supported by his
first wife, Jean.
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Green Website Guide
compiled by Clare Redfern and Jeremy Williams
Surfing the net for information, inspiration or even entertainment about things green, we here present a selection of sites we
have come across.

Science and environment
Carbon Brief
a UK-based website covering the latest developments in climate science, climate
policy and energy policy, winner of numerous awards for clear-cut and accurate
journalism.
carbonbrief.org
Skeptical Science
Particularly useful for debunking climate denial myths, Skeptical Science helpfully
gives readers a quick version and a detailed version to many common objections.
skepticalscience.com
Unearthed
Investigative journalism from Greenpeace. It runs well-researched stories on
pollution, climate change and politics.
unearthed.greenpeace.org

Business and economics
Joy in Enough
A Green Christian initiative seeking to equip and inspire Christians and all people
of goodwill to build a just economy within the ecological limits of the Earth.
joyinenough.org
Carbon tracker
An independent financial think tank that carries out in-depth analysis on the impact
of decarbonizing business and effects on fossil fuel investments.
carbontracker.org
Carbon Commentary
Sustainability author and investor Chris Goodall writes a well-respected weekly
newsletter on emerging green technologies.
carboncommentary.com

Green living
Buy Me Once
A curated collection of durable goods for those who want to buy quality rather
than quantity – the antidote to a throwaway society.
buymeonce.com
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Eat the Seasons
A simple website that lists seasonal food each month. Drop in for ideas.
eattheseasons.co.uk
My Plastic Free Life
A hot topic at the moment, but few commentators are as ambitious and
experienced as Beth Terry at My Plastic Free Life.
myplasticfreelife.com

Church and faith
Operation Noah
Working with the Church to inspire action on climate change, Operation Noah has
resources, Bible studies and a divestment campaign.
operationnoah.org
Wild Christian
New this year from A Rocha, Wild Christian is a monthly programme that reconnects faith, nature and climate.
arocha.org.uk/wildchristian
Hope for the Future
If you want to know how to be effective in lobbying for change, Hope for the
Future is a Christian organisation that trains people in communicating with MPs.
hftf.org.uk

Arts and Creativity
Climatecultures
creative conversations for the anthropocene. A network of artists, curators and
researchers exploring cultural responses to environmental and climate change.
climatecultures.net/
ClimateKeys
Musical conversation around the world about climate change solutions; “scores of
musicians putting the conversation into the heart of their concerts”.
climatekeys.com/
Repair Café
Toss it away? No way! Find a repair café, or even start one yourself.
repaircafe.org/en/

Also take a look at Jeremy’s lively and informed blog on all things sustainable: innovation, technology, lifestyle and much more.
makewealthhistory.org/ and of course our own Green Christian website greenchristian.org.uk

Jeremy Williams is Content
Editor of Joy in Enough
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Clare Redfern is
Commissioning Editor of
Green Christian Magazine
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Bus Stop Theology
Sandra Dutson reflects on the importance of bus services

Illustration by Molly Benge http://mollybenge.tumblr.com/

ou may know the story of the
person who once texted an apology
to the convenor of a meeting,
“Hope to be with you soon but I am stuck
in traffic”. The reply came back “you are
not just IN traffic, you ARE traffic”. We can
all be blinkered about our own transport
impacts. Yet the way in which we journey,
and how we travel has a profound
significance in and on our lives and on the
planet.

Y

Many years ago I became a member of
the South Manchester Passenger
Advisory group and this turned out to be
the start of a fascination with all things
related to transport. For most of us, most
12
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of the time, transport is a means to an
end so we simply get irritated when it
does not work for us, but I was now
regularly with people whose prime focus
was the journey itself. Many of them were
dedicated to providing better public
transport and I too started to focus more
on the journey itself.
By then I was also involved in a course on
Community Ministry and transport
became a focus there too. Access to
jobs, health services, schools, colleges,
family, friends, places of worship, shops
and leisure facilities are all important to
us. They are the purposes of our journeys
but how we make those journeys has

environmental and social consequences.
If we cannot make them, our lives are
considerably diminished.
I became particularly interested in bus
services initially because of the social
implications including the link with
democracy. It became increasingly clear
many decisions about everyday transport
issues are made by people, predominantly men, who have cars. If
decisions are made at times and in places
mainly or only accessible by car it is no
wonder if the needs of those without cars
are not a priority. Sometimes there is a
conflict between making buses more
efficient — as punctual and speedy as
©2019 Green Christian
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possible, so people who might previously
use a car are content to use the bus —
and making services more people
friendly, particularly to those who are
slower or who need to be set down
nearer their home which means the bus
taking a more indirect route for many
others. I certainly campaign for better
bus services, and in Greater Manchester
at present this means arguing the case
for re-regulation of the bus services.
Buses are not the only solution to the
transport problems we face but they do
still have a major role in any integrated
transport provision. However this short
reflection is not so much about the nitty
gritty of bus services, it’s more along the
lines of what I call “Bus Stop Theology”.
As I have grappled with this task over the
period of Advent and Christmas 2018,
waiting has been a key theme along with
pace, people and pilgrimage. There is
also something about finding God’s
presence in the ordinary.
One of the problems of the modern age is
our glorification of speed. It has serious
environmental consequences as we
deplete resources so quickly. It leads to
the sense we have no time to take things
slowly and carefully, even have no time to
listen to each other. Bus travel often,
though not inevitably, does cause us to
go slower than is possible in a car.
Instead of fretting about this, maybe we
need to rethink this use of our time?
In city areas buses stop frequently so do
not build up speed, in fact often go little
over 10mph according to recent data in
Manchester. This means there is time to
notice other passengers, even engage in
conversation at bus stops and on the bus,
and be aware of the world outside the
bus: the hospitals, schools and other
buildings along the route. We can get
involved in conversations with people we
know already or complete strangers;
people sometimes find it easier to share
their problems with a complete stranger.
©2019 Green Christian

When I lived on a small estate we had a
local bus, which ran most of the day at
intervals of every 10 minutes. Travelling
on it was a way of maintaining and even
developing community. One journey that
has stayed with me was when a woman
who had been recently bereaved boarded
and there was a chorus from almost the
entire bus load of around 15 passengers
of “How are you Jean?”
On buses and at bus stops we need to
learn the art of waiting patiently,
sometimes for other people who are
slower for whatever reason, sometimes
for the bus itself. It may be delayed for a
whole multitude of reasons.
It is
important to consider not just fellow
passengers but those who drive our
buses. Drivers are paid lower rates of pay
than train or tram drivers, still calculated
by many companies as a rate per hour
rather than annual salary. They need to
cope with traffic but also the needs of
passengers who may have every kind of
physical or mental health problem or not
have English as their first language. A
family member who recently worked for a
while as a driver said she had never been
thanked so many times in her life, maybe
a recognition that buses provide a service

{

Bus travel often,
though not inevitably,
does cause us to go
slower than is
possible in a car.

Accepting that this slower pace creates a
need to practice some sort of
mindfulness or prayerfulness instead of
fretting about delays, can lead to an
understanding of even everyday travel as
a kind of pilgrimage.
I am interested in the concept of
pilgrimage and indeed the idea of life as a
journey or pilgrimage. It upholds the idea
that the journey is as vital as the
destination. It gives us opportunities to
connect with people who are seen as

fellow travellers. It helps us reflect on our
priorities. It encourages a sense of
thankfulness for simple things. If we look
at Jesus’ life, every journey involved
encounters with people, often causing
delays and presenting difficult decisions
about whose needs must be prioritised.
His journeys at a slow pace often led to
some deepening of understanding of our
relationship with land or water or other
creatures. He found God in the ordinary,
everyday. Can even the most mundane of
journeys, waiting at bus stops, getting
“stuck in traffic” become for us sacred
moments?
As poet John O’Donohue writes1,
“Every time you leave home
Another road takes you
Into a world you were never in….
A journey can become a sacred thing
Make sure before you go
To take the time
To bless your going forth”
On our ordinary, everyday journeys may
we use the time of waiting to be alive to
our fellow passengers and those involved
in providing a service to us, May we be
aware of the environment we pass
through in a prayerful way, May we
discover deep within ourselves what the
blessing “Godspeed” means. And may
we campaign for better bus services for
all as part of a fully integrated transport
system. ■

With a background in community work, Sandra
Dutson campaigns in several environmental and
social justice groups. She recently became a
Quaker but still occasionally preaches within the
Methodist church. She lives in Eccles, an
excellent transport interchange!

References:
1. For the Traveller by John O’Donohue (2016)
awakin.org
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Signs of Hope
A GREEN WEEKEND
22-24 November 2019 at LAUNDE ABBEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
As we face urgent environmental and ecological challenges, including global
warming, habitat loss and biodiversity changes, we need to find reasons for hope,
and spiritual resources for an Earth-honouring life.

Launde Abbey

photo credit: Jan Zientek

Organised by Canon Brian Davis, Chair of Eco Church
Harborough, and Chair of the Friends of Launde Abbey and
Revd Kevin Durrant, a Baptist Minister and retreat leader.

With his detailed knowledge of the Bible he reveals the great
richness of ecological themes found there, providing hope
and inspiration as we wrestle with the most important
theological issue of our time – the fate of our planet and all
its inhabitants. He will look at ways of building up our own
faith and spirituality with the help of scripture, music, art and
poetry.

The Revd Kevin Durrant will lead Bible Studies, looking at
some of the themes of his book, The Earth will Teach You*.

Launde is an ideal place for a “Green Weekend”, set in the
heart of the countryside, with its extensive gardens, and 150

This weekend is organised in partnership with Green
Christian, but is open to anyone who cares about the future
of our planet.

14
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Launde Abbey Chapel and Gardens

photo credit: Jan Zientek

acres of beautiful parkland on the borders of Leicestershire
and Rutland.
There will also be guest speakers, including someone from
the Allerton Trust, which runs a nearby farm and highly
acclaimed conservation project (a site visit may be possible
during the weekend), and the Director of
the
Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust, whose good
work in protecting and enhancing local wildlife includes the
management of two woods belonging to Launde, and Rutland
Water Nature Reserve.
Cost: £170 - (£165 for early bird bookings by Aug
31st) – all rooms en suite with excellent food and facilities,
Friday supper till Sunday afternoon tea.
STAND-ALONE SATURDAY: those who cannot commit to
the whole weekend, may join us on Saturday from 9.30am to
4.30pm – £30 which includes lunch, etc; £25 if you come as
a group/carload.
©2019 Green Christian

The Allerton Project

photo credit: Andy Hook

*if you want to read Kevin’s book before the weekend, copies
from him are only £8.50, including p & p.
rmdurrant@hotmail.com
TO BOOK A PLACE AT THE WEEKEND
phone Launde Abbey 01572 717254
For more information about the weekend contact Brian Davis
revbdavis@aol.com 01858431843.
greenchristian.org.uk Issue 87, Easter 2019
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The Price of Pilgrimage
Alexander Kennedy
looks at the environmental
costs of pilgrimage

illustration credit: Ellie Redfern © ellie redfern

ecently a brochure advertising a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land came my way and the planned trip looks attractive
as it includes visits to Nazareth, the Jordan Valley,
Jericho and Jerusalem. Travel will be by a very reputable airline
and accommodation will be in guesthouses and convents. All
airport and security charges are included, a complimentary
visa is provided and full travel insurance is arranged by the
operators so that the whole package is inclusive. There will be
half-board accommodation for seven days with transfers being
by an air-conditioned coach at a total cost of under £1,500
from Heathrow (LHR). All this for £1,500 seems a very modest
price. However, the environmental costs are considerable.

R

These impacts are largely due to the three different modes of
travel involved: travel from home to LHR, the return flight to Tel
Aviv (TLV) and a coach tour to the historical sites which would
amount to about 400km. The resulting greenhouse gas
emissions can be calculated from the Climate Stewards
website1. The calculated CO2 emissions are shown in the Table
together with three different surface methods of reaching LHR
from Sheffield. These are fairly accurate estimates based on
our knowledge of the chemistry and combustion of fossil fuels.
Aircraft fuel consumption can vary with the model, the seating
16
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layout and distance flown but the Airbus A320 series of
airliners use between 2,000 and 3,000 kg/hour in flight.2
JOURNEY

MODE

Sheffield-LHR
Sheffield-LHR
Sheffield-LHR
LHR-TLV
Tour of Israel

Diesel Train
Coach
Medium Car
El Al
Coach

DISTANCE
(Km.)
260
320
320
7,135
400

CO2
EMISSIONS (Kg.)
14
12
80
1,194
11

Some obvious conclusions may be drawn from these figures:
first that surface travel is much less polluting than flying which
uses a great deal of fossil fuel but the emissions of aircraft
occur mainly at altitude. However airports attract a large
volume of surface traffic and have huge car parks which, in
turn, alter the environment by preventing rainwater from
penetrating the natural surface. They also take up a great deal
of land. It follows that all airports should have rail access and
that vehicular access and car parking should be limited to
essential vehicles as private cars produce more pollution than
public transport.

©2019 Green Christian
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It is no longer possible to make a pilgrimage to Israel by
surface travel but, in 1984 Bettina Selby3, then middle-aged,
cycled to Jerusalem via the Bernina Pass to Venice. There she
joined a ship for Istanbul and from there she crossed into Asia.
She then rode along the coast of Turkey visiting Pergamum,
Ephesus and Tarsus. Entering Syria she stopped in Aleppo and
Damascus before crossing into Jordan where she visited Krak
de Chevalier and finally, after much official obstructionism, she
crossed the Allenby Bridge to enter Israel. After visiting all of
the New Testament sites and some Crusader castles, she
finished her four month pilgrimage tour at Acre whence she left
Israel by sea.

mass tourism. From 30,000 feet the pilgrim can learn nothing
about the lands and peoples over which she is flying which
nullifies much of the value of the journey. Seeing is not
essential to believing as St. Thomas was told.4
Climate change is real and Pope Francis has described how it
causes poverty and displacement among the poorest in our
world.5 While he does not suggest any simple solutions it is a
fact that all of us contribute, in some way, to climate change
so we need to be careful in our choice of actions. Travel has
an impact on our carbon footprints so we need to choose the
least polluting modes and, perhaps, we should revive the use
of the wartime slogan “Is your journey really necessary?” ■

Today it should be possible to arrive in or depart from Israel via
Haifa but it might be necessary to use a cruise ship which
would have a somewhat sybaritic on-board lifestyle for a
pilgrim and Selby’s account suggests that she did not really
enjoy her trip from Venice to Istanbul on a Russian cruise liner.
In fuel consumption terms, ships are far superior to land or air
traffic but they often give rise to a good deal of pollution by
sulphur dioxide.

Alexander Kennedy is a retired NHS Pathologist with
a lifelong interest in transport issues; he remains an
active cyclist. He is a volunteer for the Campaign to
Protect Rural England (CPRE) and is a member of
the Eco-congregation group of St. Andrew’s Psalter
Lane Church, Sheffield.

References:

Finally it is important to ask whether a pilgrimage to Israel is
either necessary or even desirable. First, these ancient sites
have all been modified by centuries of development by
different Christian sects and all are subject to the blight of

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Climate Stewards climatestewards.org/
Airliners.net
Selby, Bettina (1985) Riding to Jerusalem, Richard Drew, Glasgow.
St. John 20: 27-29
Pope Francis (2015 Encyclical) Laudate si’ o mi Signore

To Fly or Not? What Would Jesus Do?
Caroline Pomeroy of Climate Stewards believes offsetting can play a useful role
lexander Kennedy’s article The
Price of Pilgrimage raises an
important question about whether it
is ever right for those of us who are
concerned about climate change to fly.
Are there times or occasions when we
can justify flying, or should we stay firmly
on the land? And if we do decide to fly,
does offsetting “work”?

A

academics in particular, face to face
contact, and the informal chats around
the main conference events, are vital to
make progress in their careers. And if
climate change research (and the
conferences that go with it) means that
we understand more about climate
change and how to tackle it, surely that is
a Good Thing? Others in the conversation have advocated more video
conferencing, and driving rather than
flying (most of these academics are
based in the USA and Canada where
public transport doesn’t even get
mentioned).

Recently @climatestewards has been
involved in an interesting Twitter
conversation over the rights and wrongs
of academics flying to environmental
conferences. Some climate science
academics have formed a group called
#flyingless to encourage others to Over the years I have had many
“greatly reduce” flying. Others have conversations with people eager to justify
challenged this, saying that for junior their flying – to train medics/ teach
©2019 Green Christian

teachers/ spread the gospel/ “save the
world” on a gap year /visit relatives
/attend weddings or funerals /care for
ageing parents /take a well-earned
holiday /attend a meeting – the list is
endless. Ultimately, of course, the
decision is a personal one, and we will all
have different “flying threshold”. Some will
choose not to fly at all, while others will
decide differently. I fly rarely, but for
various reasons have chosen to fly a
handful of times in the last few years.
Climate Stewards’ motto is “Reduce what
you can; offset the rest”. We recognise
that people will need or want to fly for a
multiplicity of reasons. We support higher
taxes on flying, investment in land-based
Continued on page 18
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are based on careful baseline and
monitoring assessments, conservative
estimates of carbon savings, and longterm support and monitoring to ensure
that communities are well-supported as
they adopt new technologies.

transport, and anything which gives us all
pause for thought. But we recognise that
we live in a global village and ultimately it
is up to each individual to wrestle with his
or her own conscience, and God, in
choosing whether to fly or not.
And if we do choose to fly, should we
offset our carbon emissions? Does
offsetting work at all? Can it make any
realistic contribution to tackling climate
change? Doesn’t it cause more harm than
good? Would Jesus offset?
Carbon offsetting relies on careful use of
data, robust analysis and caution both in
calculating the carbon footprint of our
lifestyles, and working out how much
carbon is mitigated by a project. Carbon
calculators, such as the one on the
Climate Stewards website, are based on
annually-updated emissions factors
published by the government for all forms
of transport, including vehicle efficiency
and average occupancy. For flights, the
figure includes an 8% “distance uplift” to
18
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Our tree-planting projects in Ghana,
Mexico and Uganda are designed to bring
community and environmental benefits,
including sources of income from forest
products, and improvements to soil and
biodiversity, as well as sequestrating
carbon. Projects are required to deliver
permanence (through strong community
relations and robust, sustainable
mechanisms to deliver payments for
ecosystem
services),
additionality
(evidence that the trees would not have
been planted without the scheme), and no
leakage (so people don’t cut down trees
elsewhere to replace the land used for
tree planting). Detailed baseline and
monitoring surveys of projects enable
accurate calculations of carbon mitigation
potential, and are tempered by risk
Tree Planting by Jean Winter (with artist's permission)
buffers to take account of the vagaries of
reflect the reality that planes do not weather, fire and disease.
always fly on the most direct route. It
also includes a CO2e (carbon dioxide Carbon offsetting does not mean that we
equivalent) emissions factor to reflect can appease our guilt and keep on flying;
influences such as water vapour, contrails we need to reduce our demand for travel,
and nitrous oxide at high altitude (these innovate and switch to renewable sources
of energy. But offsetting can be one part
effectively increase emissions by 90%).
of the solution, reducing overall CO2
Climate Stewards, like all reputable levels in the atmosphere, giving us a little
voluntary carbon offset organisations, more time to breathe as we transition to
requires that all the projects we support a clean economy, and helping
not only mitigate CO2, but bring local communities most affected by climate
benefits to the communities where they change to adapt. ■
are situated, helping them to adapt to the
impacts of climate change.
In Uganda, we partner with A Rocha
Uganda who construct and train people to
use bio-sand water filters. Each filter will
save over 10 tonnes of CO2 emissions
from burning charcoal or wood over its
life. It will also save people time and
money previously spent on buying or
collecting fuel to boil water, and bring
improvements to health as harmful
emissions are reduced. All our projects

Caroline Pomeroy has an MSc in Climate Change
Impacts and Sustainability. She spent five years
working in Ghana and Rwanda on community and
environmental projects for Tearfund and other
NGOs and has been the Director of Climate
Stewards since 2013.
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Hope Rediscovered
Bishop David Atkinson calls us to find spiritual wisdom

Photo by Marc-Olivier Jodoin on Unsplash

any people are beginning to realize that climate change
is not simply an economic, scientific or political issue;
it is a moral one. Climate change, along with other
forms of environmental degradation, raises difficult questions
concerning our relationship to other creatures, the trust we
place in technology, our duties to the poorest communities,
and to future generations, and how we handle our fears and
vulnerabilities. These are at root spiritual questions, and I think
in addressing them, we need spiritual wisdom.

M

I am also concerned that many people seem to be losing any
sense of our authentic humanity. In this anxious world, we are
becoming more divided into the haves and the have-nots,
treated more as commodities, with our value seen only in our
utility. We are losing any sense of the common good, and are
being driven by a model of “economic man” which is
individualized and self-interested. So what counts as
flourishing as a human being in God’s world?
©2019 Green Christian

In my book, Hope Rediscovered: Biblical Wisdom for an
Anxious World, I have related these questions about wisdom
for living, to some of the themes of John’s Gospel, which
draws on the Wisdom traditions of the Hebrew Bible, and talks
about human flourishing: “I am come that they might have life
in all its fullness.”
Wisdom embedded in Creation
Wisdom is at the heart of God’s Creation, and holds
everything together. The opening words of the Gospel “in the
beginning was the Word”, take us back to Genesis. John
assumes that God is Creator, and Nature is God’s Creation.
Wisdom offers us a way to understand God’s gift of Creation,
God’s joy in Creation, and our human place within it. It gives
pointers to how we are to live and care for the rest of God’s
Creation if we are to flourish, and how to cope when things
are hard.
Continued on page 20
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Sometimes Nature fills us with anxiety and fear, and seems to
be a place of inexplicable suffering. Wisdom also gives this
other perspective on Nature: darker and more perplexing.
There is within God’s Creation that which is broken, seemingly
cruel, without obvious purpose. God’s Providence has
somehow allowed a “deep disruption of Creation”; one aspect
of which is human sin and selfishness. And behind that, the
Gospel speaks of the powers of darkness and
destructiveness that infect everything, and need themselves
to be destroyed.
In 2012 Operation Noah published its Ash Wednesday
Declaration on “climate change and the purposes of God”. It
reflected on God’s joy in Creation, and our joy in God’s gift;
our need to repent of past stupidities and sins, on the call to
love our neighbours and do justice in the world, and on the
grounds for hope in God’s faithfulness.
Theologian, Professor Mary Grey commented on this: “For
Christians, the themes of this statement – joy, repentance,
hope, justice and so on – are not optional: they are at the
heart of our identity as Church. We will encounter them in the
form of a question when we face God’s judgement: “What did
you do to cherish my creation in its hour of danger?” Hour of
danger? Could it be an hour of opportunity? We need to live
within limits: the physical limits of a material world, and the
moral limits of God’s ways of wisdom.
Wisdom embodied in Jesus
The second section of my book explores human flourishing in
John’s Gospel with special reference to Jesus of Nazareth,
and His relationships.
No one had ever thought of the Word or Wisdom of God as
being part of the material world. John’s Gospel shockingly
brings together matter and spirit, Earth and Heaven. The
thought that God’s Wisdom could become embodied in a
person was a shatteringly new idea. The theological word for
this is “incarnation”. In Jesus, God, humanity and earth are
reconnected. St Paul tells us that through Christ all things
were made, and in Him all things hold together, and in Him are
reconciled to God. In Hans Küng’s phrase, “The Kingdom of
God is Creation healed”.
In Jesus we see authentic human life, life in all its fullness,
looking out to those on the margins. It recognizes our place
within God’s creation, our freedom to make choices and
exercise responsibilities, the importance of health, worship,
recreation and renewal. The fulfilled life recognizes in Jesus
the light of the true and liberating way, and finds a sense of
20
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being provided for, protected, looked out for, known and
loved, within an inclusive and united community. It is
expressed in generous, compassionate, loving service to
others, within a community that bears fruit for God’s glory.
The Way of Wisdom
The third section of my book reflects on what living the Way
of Wisdom means today. John’s Gospel was written to help a
struggling Church find security and hope in God amidst all
their anxieties.
Let me concentrate on a word Jesus speaks several times to
His anxious disciples – Shalom: Peace be with you. “Shalom”
means well-being in all our relationships – with God, with
others, with our environment, within ourselves. Shalom points
us to human flourishing in community, of a sustainable future
for the whole of God’s Earth. It recognizes the interplay of
social, ethical, economic and spiritual factors, and
understands that human flourishing depends on, and is part
of, the sustainable flourishing of all God’s Creation, our
“common home”. Ecology, Economy and Equity belong
systemically together.
Wisdom’s way includes the life of Holy Spirit energising the
community of Christ’s people, enabling them to live hopefully
in an anxious world. Hope in the New Testament is linked to
the incarnation of Jesus and His resurrection – and is rooted
in the redemption and healing of the whole of Creation.
Hope is not false optimism; it is hope in the faithfulness of
God. Even in the midst of the forces of death, God is working
out His purposes for God’s Creation. Hope in the faithfulness
of God empowers us to live hopefully, and to redouble our
endeavours to live faithfully and urgently to recover our human
calling as God’s image-bearers in responsible care for God’s
Creation.
Can the environmental crisis of our time be a wake-up call to
live differently: more safely, more heathily, with more space
for the human things money cannot buy such as friendship,
loyalty, communion, creativity, love. Can it provoke us into
hope-filled transformative action – a different way of living,
informed by God’s Wisdom? Entailing a rethinking of our
desires, and the costly restraint that discipleship will entail? ■

David Atkinson is Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of
Southwark. He was a researcher in organic
chemistry before becoming ordained. He has served
on the Board of Operation Noah and is author of
Hope Rediscovered: Biblical Wisdom for an Anxious
World, Ekklesia, 2018 and Renewing the Face of the
Earth: Theological and Pastoral Responses to
Climate Change, Canterbury Press, 2009.
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LOCAL GROUPS

Growing from the Grassroots
Isobel Murdoch reports on the latest events and news from across the
country, and reflects on 10 years co-ordinating the diverse and committed local
groups
Over the winter and early spring, Clun
has organized three Sustainable Futures
events. The first film to be screened
was Symphony of the Soil, exploring the
complex relationships within the soil,
upon which we depend. The second,
Before The Flood, was a National
Geographic film about climate change
and endangered species. And the third
event was a talk by an oceanographer
about the impact of climate change on
the seas and oceans.

Photo by Micheile Henderson on Unsplash

Another six months have flown by and
once again I have spoken with Green
Christian's local groups and local
contacts, gathering some news for my
report. But the main emphasis this time
is to ask every one of you to consider
what you might do locally to extend
Green Christian's reach into more
communities.

membership, a lack of new leaders
willing to take on running the group, or
simply illness or other commitments,
whether within Church life or elsewhere.

Three long-running groups which remain
active are Cheltenham, Clun and
Hereford. Cheltenham recently held
an open discussion on the important
role that all Christian communities need
It is now 10 years since I became Local to play in ecological education. This is
Groups Co-ordinator, and over those
one of Pope Francis's teachings in the
years different groups have witnessed to encyclical Laudato Si’. The discussion
Green Christian's mission and shared its considered ways in which we might
message in diverse ways. Some have
become part of the solution and avoid
remained strong and still run regular
complicity in ecological decline. The
events of different kinds. Others have
discussion was led by Revd Julie Nelson
now closed or are mainly inactive or
and attended by Anglicans, Catholics,
dormant, meeting infrequently if at all.
Methodists and Quakers.
This tends to reflect a decline in group
©2019 Green Christian

Hereford is Green Christian's longest
running group. Last autumn members
enjoyed a nature walk around the CLAN
initiative (Cultivating Learning and
Nature), a Community Interest Company
promoting wellbeing through ecology,
gardening and crafts. They then went for
lunch at a cafe in a local church which is
still used for worship but has also
become a community hub, hosting a
library, regular groups and events like
food assemblies (a twist on the farmers'
market tradition).
Some newer groups have also started
over recent years. One, Wychling in
Kent, covers a large rural benefice in the
North Downs. This group holds regular
Wild Church activities for children and
young people, and has now also taken
on a new venture. As many readers will
know, a Way of Life Community has
recently formed within Green Christian
itself. So it was interesting to learn that
Wychling is also following the spiritual
tradition of a way of life by setting up a
dispersed Community of St Margaret.
Their emphasis will be on prayer,
Continued on page 22
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GC NEWS
share ideas, news and experiences.
Would you be interested in joining or
setting up an online group? You could
have scheduled meetings like any other
group, only virtual meetings via Skype.
Or you could run your group more like
the discussion forum CELink.

Greenbelt 2019
Green Christian plans to have a stall at
this year’s Greenbelt Festival, Friday 23rd
– Monday 26th August at Boughton
House near Kettering. Once again we
need volunteers to help set up the stall,
to take it down and to staff it throughout
the weekend. Please get in touch with
Or maybe you could hold just one event Ruth Jarman, GC’s Administrator if you
this year, just something simple. What
are able to join in the fun.
Green Christian's newest group formed
last autumn in Barnet, drawing together about a bioblitz? These hands-on species info@greenchristian.org.uk
surveys have really taken off in recent
Tel 0345 459 8460
north London and south Hertfordshire.
years, and I thought they might be a
The group met on the last Saturday in
practical way of getting others
Green Christian Annual General
November to look at the Christian
interested
and
trying
to
involve
your
Meeting 2019
response to climate change, and now
congregation and maybe the rest of
Green Christian’s Annual Members’
has a Facebook and Twitter presence.
your community. A bioblitz is local and
Meeting will be held in London on
Saturday 9th November. Look out for
A few years ago we introduced the idea specific, it reconnects us with nature
and it is non-political. There are public
more details on the website soon.
of local contacts as a less structured,
bioblitzes
across
the
country
but
anyone
more informal way of representing
can organize something local and see
GC Retreat 2019: Signs of Hope
Green Christian in your local area
your patch in a new light. Two useful
As we face a possible environmental
without the commitment of running an
sites
for
ideas
might
be
bioblitzuk.org.uk
and ecological disaster we need to find
actual group. This could be helpful as
reasons for hope, not only through our
Green Christian's overall membership is and gardenbioblitz.org
spiritual resources in worship, prayer
so scattered that it may be difficult to
and Bible study, but also by seeing what
find other interested people nearby with Local groups and contacts help any
is happening in the world around us,
whom to form a group. And as someone organization to thrive and to expand its
impact.
This
is
especially
true
of
a
both politically and practically.
commented to me recently, volunteering
grassroots organization like Green
to be a local contact could be a more
This year’s Green Christian retreat offers
realistic way of publicizing GC in a rural Christian, whose strength lies in its
members
and
supporters.
As
you
may
Signs Of Hope at Launde Abbey in
area in particular, where communities
know, last year saw Green Christian
Leicestershire from 22nd to 24th
and congregations may be too small
and scattered to allow a cohesive group. refocusing on member participation. And November. An opportunity to meet other
And the initiative is with local contacts to key to this surely must be the existence Green Christian members in beautiful,
reflective and friendly surroundings, the
shape their own role. There would be no of local groups and the contribution of
local
contacts.
So
I
hope
you
might
just
retreat is open to anyone who cares
set formula that you would have to
about the future of our planet.
follow. On the other hand, you might like think about experimenting with one of
the possibilities outlined here. And then
more specific ideas or support. If so,
just contact me to let me know what you Signs of Hope is being organised on
then just get in touch and I will try to
might like to do or to ask some
behalf of Green Christian by Canon
help.
questions. Thank you. ■
Brian Davis, Chair of Eco Church
Harborough, and Chair of the Friends of
Technology could also open up new
Launde Abbey, with Revd Kevin Durrant,
opportunities. Instead of a
a Baptist Minister who also leads quiet
geographically local group, Green
days and retreats.
Christian members could form online
groups, maybe across a specific region.
Contact George Dow
Or you could move away from
GeorgeDow@GreenChristian.org.uk
geography altogether and try setting up
Isobel Murdoch
for more information (also see the
an online group focused on a particular
isobel.murdoch@greenchristian.org.uk
advert on pages 14/15).
area of ecological concern. A marine
01790 763603
group or a biodiversity group could
contemplation and care for Creation and
the Community held a camping event in
July. They observed the traditional
monastic offices throughout the camp,
so that they were awake at dawn,
praying and reflecting as the sun came
up. An inspiring experience.
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Why
Progressives
Need God:
An ethical
defence of
monotheism

GC On the Road Together is coming
to Manchester!
Green Christian’s On The Road Together
programme of regional days continued in
2018 with well-attended gatherings in
Cambridge in June, in Derby in September
and Bristol in October. The next will be in
South Manchester in September 2019. All
are welcome, whether a GC member or
not. Visit our website for more details and
to book your free place.

By Jonathan Clatworthy
November 2017
Christian Alternative
ISBN: 978-1780997742
392 pages
RRP: £14.99 (paperback)

Reading this book, I was full of
admiration for the informed way that a
self-confessed liberal Christian went in
to bat on behalf of the monotheistic
God. In the end though I am afraid that
the argument did not fully convince me
Running a good race with Joy in
nor particularly fire my imagination. I
need something more gritty and
Enough
disruptive when sensing God’s presence
Can modern life in modern Britain ever
in the world. I am no longer confident
be more than a race with no finishing
that I could define progress in such an
line or is it possible to imagine a way of
abstract way without looking at
life that leads us somewhere, to a point
concrete situations and circumstances.
The On The Road Together days include So when we are told that “progress
where the striving stops and we can
sessions on the Green Christian Way of means change for the better: better for
enjoy a sense of achievement?
everyone, not some at the expense of
Life. Described as the spiritual
That’s what Katherine Trebeck and
others”, I wonder what that progress
heartbeat of Green Christian, the Way of might look like and where we should
Jeremy Williams, our Joy In Enough
Life is a dispersed Community living out look to see that progressive world
programme’s Content Editor, argue in
unfolding. I would also be cautious
a framework of four disciplines –
their new book, The Economics of
about claiming that the religious
Prayer, Living Gently on the Earth,
Arrival. Available through Jeremy’s
montheism has been at the forefront in
Public Witness and Encouragement.
award winning blog site
defending progress; there are instances
makewealthhistory.org and the usual
when the secular institutions seem to
Another
feature
of
these
events
is
Joy
be more progressive – thinking, among
booksellers.
other things, about the place of women
in Enough. JiE is our campaign
and same sex relationships.
presenting an imaginative vision for a
GC welcomes Online Donations
Green Christian is funded entirely by our society dedicated to human flourishing
I am writing this at the start of the
and the common good, rather than the Climate Change conference in Poland
membership subscriptions and
donations. Your gift will help us provide pursuit of more. On The Road Together where David Attenborough warned the
gathering leaders that we face the
days feature the latest plans for
valuable resources to give to churches
greatest threat for thousands of years.
developing the campaign, and give you
as they start to become interested in
Progress in this area seems notable
a taster of one of the modules in a
care of the environment, and to help
only by its absence. The author
learning guide for church groups to
fund programmes like Joy in Enough
recognises that we face multiple,
competing crises and he claims that the
explore these issues.
and the LOAF campaign.
way forward is for us to find right
solutions that transcend every
We are looking to hold more On The
You can make one off or regular
government – enter monotheism. God
payments by clicking the Donate button Road Together days across the UK.
is almost the backstop guarantee on
Please get in touch if you can host
on the GC website.
which we can fall back as an authority
a day. We will provide speakers and of last resort. It would be good to hear
content.
continued on page 24
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about what those right solutions are,
not just to believe that there are right
solutions, and where signs of hope can
be discerned. Progress seems to me to
be inescapably particular.
The outlook of the book is optimistic –
there are solutions to our present crises
and monotheism is the building brick on
which those solutions can be
constructed but again, some concrete
examples drawn from our present
circumstances about how this could
work in practice, in the everyday, would
have been helpful. I too am optimistic
but less in broad brush ideas than in the
creative resilience of people and protest
movements locally and globally – all
variously inspired. I would also have
found it helpful for a closer look at the
whole area of values and desires; the
question asked by St Augustine, “what
do I love when I say I love God” is a
question that should always haunt us
and humble us in our claims.

Being Human

third offering is a little more
demanding than the previous two, he
warns us. I found it just made me think
more, but that it usefully connected
with certain underlying questions which
had been prompted as I read the
previous books. The five chapters deal
with the nature of human
consciousness; what our personhood
might be; how we are embodied, with
minds that need to operate in both a
left- and right-brain way; and how faith
can be the way to flourish rather than
keep us in a state of dependence.
Rowan concludes, characteristically,
with an invitation to find our human
freedom in silence and openness
before God: “we do not have to be
afraid of letting go of the need to be in
charge, to be explaining and organizing
all the time”.

We are Green and we are Christian.
Can anything now save the world from
the effects of climate change? Is a
global response, sufficient to mitigate
the worst forecasts, the best we can
hope for? As Greens that might be the
Jonathan Morris realistic outlook. Must we simply
accept the tragedy, anticipating loss
and suffering on an apocalyptic scale?
As Christians we may yet have access
to a source of hopefulness in and
through it all. And for that this valuable
little book is offered as a primer.

You do have to concentrate in reading
Being Human, but it is nothing like
some of Rowan Williams’ notoriously
denser writings. He encourages us to
see that our relationship with God is at
the heart of everything and this “is one
reason why there’s a good Christian
ground for being concerned about the
environment”. Another reason is that,
seen through the eyes of faith, we
“This book completes a sort-of
might realise that the world resists
unintended trilogy”, Bishop Rowan
human control: “We repeatedly act as
explains in its introduction. The
if control and digestion were the only
previous two are wonderful. The first,
Being Christian, 2014, reminded me of things that mattered; and this, of
course, explains a lot about the
that little classic once written by one
ecological crisis that we currently
of his predecessors as Archbishop of
Canterbury, The Christian Priest Today, face”. It is surely important that we
have our spiritual convictions securely
1972. Both are simple, lucid, and go
rooted in wise guidance, such as
to the heart of a truly catholic
offered here.
appreciation of the Christian faith.
Rowan’s second, Being Disciples,
Andrew Norman
2016, I have just read with a candidate
preparing for Confirmation and found
no less helpful myself in re-affirming a
thoughtful but engaged way to live
Christianly in the 21st century. This
By Rowan Williams
March 2018
SPCK
ISBN:
9780281079759
128 pages
RRP £9.99 (paperback)

24

greenchristian.org.uk Issue 87, Easter 2019

Public Faith in
Action:
How to Think
Carefully,
Engage Wisely,
and Vote with
Integrity
Miroslav Volf and
Ryan McAnnallyLinz
July 2016
Brazos Press
ISBN 9781587433849
256 pages
RRP £12.99 (paperback)
This book is divided into three parts,
consisting of 25 readable chapters that
can be digested independently. Part 1
states that Christ is the centre and
norm, and the Church the visible body
of Christ, inspired by the Spirit to
enable “the entire Creation to flourish”.
Interpreting Scripture is encouraged
around “the Christian doctrine of love”.
Part 2 looks at wealth, the
environment, education, work and rest,
poverty, borrowing and lending,
marriage and family, new life, health
and sickness, ageing, ending life,
migration, policing, punishment, war,
torture, and freedom of religion, all
containing much to think about. I was
disappointed, however, to find no
chapter on learning disabilities. Part 3
has chapters on courage, humility,
justice, respect, and compassion. The
key message in these chapters is:
“inaction can make us directly complicit
in injustice”.
On the environment, the authors write:
“Each nonhuman creature is seen to
have their own intrinsic value, rather
than existing simply for human use and
benefit”. I welcome their stress on the
goodness of each part of Creation
highlighted by Genesis 1 and was
struck by the the observation that
humans “are latecomers on the scene
of the one Creation” . There is a helpful
summary examination of key texts:
Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15. However, I
was surprised that Ellen Davis, Norman
Wirzba and Terrence Fretheim are not
mentioned.
The following is interesting: “We must
seek to…pass it [Creation] on
improved to future generations”. What
©2019 Green Christian
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do the authors mean by “improved?”
They use the word “flourish” in the
context of leading life well, in the sense
of shalom which “encompasses good
health, a sense of well-being, good
fortune, the cohesiveness of
community…”. Elsewhere they write,
“Above all, we should not damage
Creation by leading acquisitive and
wasteful lives”. These words are
welcome. But I wonder what is
sufficient to flourish? The book did not
help me reflect on this. The authors do
not mention the jubilee laws of the
Bible which might have helped give
some weight to those who reflect on
what is “enough”.
The authors underline that humans are
uniquely made in the image of God,
reinforcing that “we are responsible
agents within Creation”. Does this
mean that some, particularly people
with profound learning difficulties, are
not made in God’s image? The phrase
“made in the image of God” is rare in
the Bible. What does it mean? Is it a
measure of a person’s value or worth?
The authors’ view may tend towards a
justification for social hierarchy,
elevating some human beings over
others. Consequently, then, are some
aspects of Creation better than others?
I found the discussion to be weak in
this area and insensitive to studies in
the theology of disabilities.

a committed omnivore I may find an
unwelcome challenge to my eating
habits. In so doing I would have missed
an opportunity to experience a wellwritten, balanced, and engaging
account of the impacts of industrialised
farming practices on the life of planet
Earth. Lymbery Is certainly passionate
about his subject and he had me
hooked by the end of the Preface. As a
follow-up to his comments on farming
practices in Farmageddon, Dead Zone
takes a critical look at the ways in
which the industrialisation of farming is
impacting upon wildlife, using a number
of case studies, and asks the question
“what kind of legacy do we want to
leave for our children?” History is
littered with examples of human
societies which have had a reckless
disregard for their environment on the
road to their ultimate demise.

The expansion of deforestation to
create land on which to produce palm
oil, primarily for animal feed, has driven
forest dwelling animals to leave their
natural homes, bringing them into direct
conflict with human societies. The
industrialisation of agriculture has not
only polluted the environment but has
also removed habitats for plants and
small mammals (conversely, changes to
less intensive land-usage have already
resulted in growing populations of, for
example, the iconic barn owl). The
slaughter of the American bison was
Mark Bredin part of the campaign to rid the country
of Native Americans, leaving the
prairies free of the animal by the end of
the 19th century. The open prairies
were then farmed intensively, leading to
Dead Zone:
long-term environmental damage such
Where the Wild
as the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Marine
Things Were
environments have been contaminated
by the excessive amounts of fertilizers
By Philip Lymbery
added to the land, creating coastal
March 2018
“dead-zones” which are incapable of
Bloomsbury
supporting fish life. One victim of this is
ISBN:
the shrimp. The application of industrial
9781408868263
farming methods, driven in part by
384 pages
profit maximisation and also by the
RRP £10.99 (paperback)
application of agricultural policies such
If I was scanning the “Environment”
as the EU’s CAP, can raise chemical
section in my local bookshop, I would
levels in soils, increase vulnerability to
probably leave this book sitting on the
diseases, and accelerate loss of
shelf. The title tends towards the
habitats. Lymbery uses further
theatrical, which I always find offexamples of the water vole, peregrine
putting, and apart from a jazzy front
falcon, bumble bee, jaguar, penguin,
cover it offers no illustrations in its
and marine iguana to lay bare the tragic
300+ pages. The author also comes
ecological damage which human
with strong vegan credentials which as
society has inflicted on the landscape.
©2019 Green Christian

He states: “if humans continue to
produce, consume and waste food as
they currently do, they will continue to
be able to feed themselves for another
few decades but there’ll be nothing left
for nature”.
Lymbery illustrates that it is not
necessary to exploit the land in this way
and that it is possible to farm within a
landscape, his arguments amply
supported by notes and references. So
this is a book which we should all take
from the shelf and read. The written
style is such that once started you will
find yourselves fully engaged and,
perhaps, as passionate about the
subject matter as the author.
Rev Dr John Harrison

The Growth
Delusion:
The Wealth and
Well-Being of
Nations
By David Pilling
January 2018
Bloomsbury
ISBN: 9781408893708
352 pages
£20.00 (hardback – now also available
in paperback)
If you think that economics, and in
particular GDP, is a dull and
incomprehensible subject, this book
may change your perception.
Although there have been numerous
books on the topic of growth, this one
takes a slightly different angle,
exploring economic history and
monetary facts and interviewing
economic luminaries worldwide.
Pilling wrote the book because he had
“reached the conclusion that our habit
of seeing everything through the prism
of economic growth is distorting our
vision of what is important.”
He begins by outlining the history of
measuring economic growth. We
learn about Kuznet, the “father of
GDP”, whose methodology excluded
continued on page 26
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government expenditure, and Keynes,
who included it, and is thus
considered by many as its true
inventor. Pilling gives examples of the
many ambiguities of GDP, such as
counting prostitution and drugs where
they are legal. Because GDP
measures goods and services, not
well-being, it can skew our perception
of what we deem a successful
economy. Household production is
not included, nor are activities which
are outsourced and performed by
customers themselves. Pilling
believes that as things become
cheaper and more convenient, the
economy can appear to be in decline,
which has happened to productivity as
measured by GDP. He asks whether
this is a true measure, or whether our
lives are better than we think. He
shows that measuring growth in the
conventional way becomes even more
difficult in developing countries where
the economy can be more informal,
such as that of pastoralists in Kenya.

lead to catastrophic results. Pilling
also explores alternative measures
such as the Happiness Index and the
Genuine Progress Index, both of which
demonstrate that income alone is not
the only factor determining well-being.
Pilling concludes that whilst GDP is a
useful tool, it needs to be treated with
a degree of scepticism. He argues
that rather than replacing it, we should
add to it. Statistics, he states, are
not neutral but political, and can
influence policy-making. He makes
several suggestions as to how we
might implement a new way of
measuring wealth that takes into
account other factors, such as CO2
emissions. He implies that we should
feel free to change the system to
better serve our needs and to
calculate what is really important to
us.

grounded in Love. To identify with God
in Jesus is to be united in Love. It is
important to notice Welby’s dependence
on the Christian Bible, not least in
Saints John and Paul, but also in other
writers and the whole preaching of
Jesus.
Welby discusses the results of recent
elections with a significant trend
towards Labour in under 40s, and a
tendency towards Brexit rather than
“remain” in older voters. Discussing
these in the light of faith, the book
covers housing, family, education,
immigration and integration, the
environment (including climate),
economics, and foreign policy.
Recognising the importance of
ecumenical and interfaith co-operation,
Welby argues for greater moral virtue,
hope, and inclusion, but especially a
narrative of hope.

Linda Wickham “Bigger than politicians and broader
than religion – a timely and inspiring
read that requires response” says Paula
Vennells of the Post Office, quoted on
the back cover. So which of the topics
Reimagining
However, Pilling does not demonise
in particular require a response? First
growth, as he believes that it can
there is the importance of community,
Britain:
transform the lives of the poor, e.g. in Foundations for
both sacred and secular. Welby
India and China. He quotes Amartya
mentions “caring” in this context. The
Hope
Sen, that economic growth can bring
book also describes “the common
“freedom from unfreedom”, and also
good” and the precious gift of
By Justin Welby
Hans Rosling, who saw growth not as March 2018
“solidarity” with which we help and love
an end in itself but a means to
one another permanently. He includes
Bloomsbury
improve people’s lives. Pilling devotes ISBN:
the importance of subsidiarity, courage,
a chapter to China’s rapid growth and 9781472946072
and aspiration as necessary for the
the consequential problems of
common good. Welby also discusses
RRP £16.99 (hardback)
environmental pollution, social
the competition which we take for
This book is unusual both in its author
dislocation and inequality. He uses
granted and prescribes reconciliation
and in its subject matter. Justin Welby is and resilience as worthy responses,
the China model to demonstrate that
the present Archbishop of Canterbury, a endorsing sustainability as necessary
the obsession with measuring growth
non-theologian and formerly an oil
can often discount the negatives,
for a healthy future. He also discusses
industry executive. The “reimagining” in at length the adulation of economic
because only one aspect has been
the title is important, for it means not
measured.
“growth”, and how economics can be a
fiction but an inclusive, concrete,
solution to, rather than a cause of the
The final section of the book examines colourful projection of what Great
injustice in our society.
Britain could become. It is a Christian
those aspects of life that cannot be
book, not only in the sense that Welby’s In conclusion, I recommend this book
measured by GDP. Certain assets
personal history is Christian. It is to
such as skills may not be measured,
for anyone interested in how our
Christian principles that we must turn to community lives, and the various ways
and the depreciation of assets –
fashion a hopeful future. Hope is
clearing wetland, for example – are
we can help to make life more decent
important to Welby and this interesting
not included in our current models.
and valuable for millions of people. He
book reimagines a future Britain
Measuring wealth in a different way
includes the world Faiths among those
grounded in hope, based on its history
could help societies avoid eventual
who contribute. We can certainly
and its potential.
collapse through environmental
“reimagine” Britain with many of the
degradation. The problem lies in the
solutions that Archbishop Welby
For Welby, life is grounded in God’s
undervaluing of natural assets, which
proposes in this helpful book.
Love in Jesus Christ. A Christian
are often regarded as free. We are
borrowing from the future, which could society’s economics and lifestyle are
Edward Echlin
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Why We Are Here
(For the World Trade Organization’s Economic Summit, 1999)

Because the world we had imagined, the one
we had always counted on, is disappearing.
Because the sun has become cancerous
and the planet is getting hotter.
Because children are starving in the shadows
of yachts and economic summits.
Because there are already too many planes in the sky.
This is the manufactured world
you have come here to codify and expedite.
We have come to tell you
there is something else we want to buy.
What we want, money no longer recognizes,
like the vitality of nature, the integrity of work.
We don't want cheaper wood, we want living trees.
We don't want engineered fruit, we want to see and
smell the food growing in our own neighborhoods.
We are because a voice inside us,
a memory in our blood, tells us
you are not just a trade body, you are the blind tip
of a dark wave which has forgotten its source.
We are here to defend and honor
what is real, natural, human and basic
against this rising tide of greed.
We are here by the insistence of spirit and the
authority of nature.
If you doubt for one minute the power of truth
or the primacy of nature
try not breathing for that length of time.
Now you know the pressure of our desire.
We are not here to tinker with your laws.
We are here to change you
from the inside out.
This is not a political protest.
It is an uprising of the soul.

(Robert Arthur Lewis, Seattle 2000, reproduced with the author’s permission)
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Join Green Christian
Green Christian is a community of ordinary Christians from all backgrounds and traditions. We believe
the Gospel is for all Creation. Inspired by our faith, we work to promote social change through prayer,
living simply, public witness, campaigning and mutual encouragement.
We walk alongside those of faith and no faith and we invite you to join us. You can now join on-line by
going to the Join Us page on our website.

Walk this road together
with conferences, guest
speakers, and local groups.

Connect with GC resources,
our website, magazines,
leaflets, Prayer Guide,
e-newsletter, posters.

Join in building a just
economy within the
ecological limits of the
Earth with Joy In
Enough.

Go deeper with the
Way of Life Community
for those Green Christian
members who feel called
to a more disciplined and
deeper engagement and to
shared encouragement in
their faith journeys.

Benefits for members
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Fellowship, support and friendship from a
community of Christians who take seriously
the care of our common home
Green Christian magazine twice a year, the
Storm of Hope pamphlet and Annual Report.
The opportunity to take part in CELINK, GC
members’ email discussion group
Invitations to Sign Up for e-news, our Prayer
Guide or Joy in Enough
Early notification of conferences, retreats and
other events
Additional copies of Green Christian
magazine, on request, to sell at local
bookshops or events
The opportunity to apply for a GC “small
projects grant” up to £200*

Share your stories,
ideas and encouragement
with others in our members’
discussion groups online.

Membership
Contact: RichardKierton@greenchristian.org.uk
Green Christian Membership Secretary,
Flat 1, 31 St James Terrace, Buxton,
Derbyshire SK17 6HS
Individual and family membership:
from just £2 a month
Corporate or church membership:
from £5 a month
Life Membership for £350, £450 for joint
membership. Outside the UK digital membership
£2 a month, £5 a month with posted publications
Ordinands Two year free electronic membership
to ordinands and ministers while in training.

* after at least nine months membership.
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