
The water is wide, I cannot get o’er

And neither have I wings to fly

Give me a boat that can carry two

And both shall row, my love and I





“We face a direct existential 

threat.  Climate change is 

moving faster than we are.

“If we do not change course 

by 2020, we risk missing the 

point where we can avoid 

runaway climate change, with 

disastrous consequences for 

people and all the natural 

systems that sustain us.”









Paris is not enough

 New scientific evidence of climate 

sensitivities 

 1.5C may already be inevitable, 2C likely

 Poor understanding of feedback risks

 Paris commitments could allow 3C+ rise

 Some national commitments actually 

allow 5C+ rise

 States continue to pursue economic 

and transport growth

 Untested reliance on carbon capture



1. Far-reaching climate change is already 
inevitable, and the current trajectory of warming 
is catastrophic

2. Therefore social and ecological collapse is 
inescapably our context for action

3. Acknowledging this requires sacrificial honesty 
and new spiritual and emotional capacities

4. Only from those capacities can we find the 
freedom and courage we need to choose our 
collective survival

5. Only then will our political leaders be able to 
make the tough policy decisions which are 
needed, and lead the public in implementing 
them in the time that remains

6. Even then if there are defaults or nasty surprises 
our success may still be an irrelevance.



Transformation or collapse

Mitigation: 

 Anticipatory

 Policy-driven

 Active

 Linear 

 Disruptive

 Empathic?

Adaptation: 

 Recuperative

 Ecology-driven

 Passive

 Disruptive 

 Destructive

 Survivalist?







“The more we can acknowledge 

openly and explicitly how we're 

feeling about what's going on, the 

more we can quickly free up a lot of 

that energy to be strategic, creative -

all of the capacities we're needing to 

unleash right now”

The more we can acknowledge 
openly and explicitly how we're 
feeling about what's going on, 
the more we can quickly free up 
a lot of that energy to be 
strategic, creative – all of the 
capacities we're needing to 
unleash right now

Renee Lertzman





Gates of grief After Francis Weller

The things we love and will lose

The places that do not see love

What we expected 

that will not be

The sorrows of the world

Ancestral grief

The harm we have caused



Guard safe space 

for distress and 

disorientation,

not just for 

individuals, but for 

society at large

Help each other tell the truth



Find language for lament

By word and ritual, enable 

climate grief to be articulated in 

the public realm



Befriend impermanence 

and mortality

Confront fear of death, 

including that of 

offspring, and the 

prospects for civilisation



Recover wisdom 

for the future

From traditions of self-transcendence 

open up new pathways of 

understanding and agency
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Love, reconcile 

and resist 

Protest the best of 

humanity, whatever 

the cost



Prepare the ground 

for hope

Help each other build 

a new society in the 

ruins of the old





A baptismal initiation

Severance

Threshold

Reconstitution



A baptismal initiation

Buried with Christ in 

baptism, you were raised 

with him through your faith 

in the power of God.



What can you do with how you 
feel about climate change?


