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“What’s in your river?” 
asks Clare Redfern

Clare Redfern, 
Commissioning 
Editor

Several rivers are mentioned in this 
issue. One is the humble Medway, a 
tribute of the Irwell, which then flows into 
the Mersey in central Manchester; this is 
where Cecilia Madupin went pond 
dipping. Using the organisms collected 
she shared these treasures – waterfleas, 
damselfly nymphs, snails – at a Church 
Fun Day, awakening appreciation and 
concern for “all the wondrous things that 
fly, swim, walk or crawl” (see book 
reviews, p23), even in an inner city.  
 
Another is the mighty Amazon. Kathy 
Galloway, from the Iona Community, 
describes the commitment of Amazonian 
villagers to respect and cherish the local 
forest ecosystem – important not only to 
preserve their livelihoods and traditions, 
but also to enable the well-being of the 
whole planet. As Kathy puts it, these 
people are “our defenders on the 
environmental frontline”, as they hold out 
against loggers, miners and ranchers in 
protecting the trees, plants and animals 
that surround them. She describes a way 
of life that is increasingly threatened, but 
which reflects the idea of “Shalom” – 
right and just relationships between all 
things, an “integral wholeness” as John 
Anderson describes it – bringing peace 
and well-being for all. 
 
Kathy calls us to lives of praise and 
political engagement but also to lament 
for a broken humanity and the global 
climate crisis; lament, which allows us to 
make explicit our heartbreak, anger and 
deepest longing.  Rev Helen Burnett 
developed a special remembrance 
service to do just this. She describes 
how the “Requiem for Lost Species” was 
a means of reflection and healing that 
reached beyond the church community. 
Within GC, a new “Arts Convenor”, is also 
facilitating creative ways of expressing 

emotions, in response to environmental 
chaos, a theme also explored within the 
Religion and Extinction network. 
 
Throughout the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, in the psalms and gospels, 
rivers speak of life, abundance and 
healing, which is unsurprising in a land of 
dry deserts and scorching heat. A river 
watered the garden of Eden and Psalm 
46 talks of “a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God”. In the book of 
Revelation a similar river waters 12 
trees, whose leaves bring healing for the 
nations.  Surely this is a river of justice 
and righteousness, as described by the 
prophet Amos. And Jesus in John 4: 10-
14, promises springs of living water to 
those who ask – the life-giving work of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Inspired by a vision of Shalom, seeking 
to work in the power of God’s Spirit, for 
the healing of Creation is what we are 
about at Green Christian. Here we share 
just a few stories of challenge and hope, 

from the Amazon to the Medway, from 
zero-carbon church building, to 
campaigning to keep fossil fuels in the 
ground. Visit our website for more details 
of our vision, our activities and 
resources.   
 
In these pages, we introduce some new 
volunteers: besides Graham Norman the 
Arts Convenor, Emma King has taken on 
the role of Prayer Guide compiler and our 
new co-chaplains, Andrew Norman and 
Gina Hoff say hello. Sadly, we also say 
goodbye to Edward Echlin, a dear friend, 
and long-standing member, of Green 
Christian.  His life embodied vision, 
grace and deep faith, and a conversation 
with him was always full of 
encouragement.  
 
“Let Justice roll like a river, and 
righteousness like a never-failing stream”  
Amos 5:24 
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Members of Christian Climate Action at the 40 day Lenten Prayer Vigil outside Westminster (see GCNews)


