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EnFolding the future       
 
John D Anderson 

The Earth has all the time in the 
world. We don’t. Since 2006, 
Baildon Methodist Church in 

Bradford has faced the future.  Unlike 
politicians and accountants, the Church 
lives for eternity. So, Baildon ran a year-
long “Vision Group”, then convened a 
“Future Building Group” with the twin 
aims of building our spiritual future and 
housing it in a building suitable for the 
next hundred years. 
 
Over the past 13 years, we have been 
working to live out the eco-theological 
Gospel of loving God as if all of God’s 
Creation mattered. As a result of prayer, 
preaching, consciousness-raising and 
applying for funds, in November 2019 
the Fold was opened. This is a two-storey 
eco-building costing £900,000. It is the 
first building on church premises in 
Britain constructed to similar standards 
to those of a Passivhaus: it uses virtually 
no energy and gives off virtually no 
carbon dioxide. Its airtightness was the 

best that the inspectors had ever seen: 
there will be no draughts!  
 
Triple-glazed throughout, with 8 kW peak 
photovoltaic panels on the roof, airlocks 
at each door and with nine-leaved wall 
insulation, it is an exemplar of the 
buildings in which our society should live. 
Heating is done almost totally by a 
mechanical heating and ventilation 
system, which recirculates the warmth in 
the air through a heat exchanger. The 
ventilation system is triggered by a CO2 
monitor which measures the carbon 
dioxide in the building.  Any residual 
electricity needed comes from Good 
Energy (goodenergy.co.uk), who source 
all their electricity from renewable 
sources.  There are three electric car 
charging points outside. As Rev. Kerry 
Tankard, Chair of the Methodist Yorkshire 
West District declared on its 
inauguration, “The Fold” he said, “would 
sit lightly on the Earth”. 
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The building has no staircase – Baildon is 
on a steep slope. There are toilets on 
both levels. The Lower Fold has been 
designed for the well-loved 30-year-old 
Baildon Pre-school. It has controlled 
access, a large, extensive, warm open 
space (partly carpeted), considerable 
storage and a kitchen. The Upper Fold 
will provide free lettings for four evenings 
a week for our Guiding and Scouting 
groups. It has sound insulation, 
especially in the floor so that youngsters 
may stomp above while meditation takes 
place below. 
   
The Fold is more than just a building. It is 
clear evidence of the commitment of 
Baildon Methodist Church to work 
against global heating. The 183 
members are not just talking about 
climate change in bewilderment or 
despair, but are acting. By reducing CO2 
emissions, the Fold assists in preserving 
the sacred integrity of Creation. Through 
its construction, the Church is reaching 
out to the poor of the world who are 
already suffering inundation and baking 
heat because of climate change caused 
by our feckless incineration of fossil 
fuels. The age of incineration is dying; 
the age of insulation is being born! The 
Gospel of Christ’s love for all created 
things becomes clearer. At last 
Christians are fulfilling the great 
commission in Mark 16: 15 “proclaim the 
good news to the whole Creation.” ■ 
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