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EDITORIAL

“What’s in your river?”
Several rivers are mentioned in this
issue. One is the humble Medway, a
tribute of the Irwell, which then flows into
the Mersey in central Manchester; this is
where Cecilia Madupin went pond
dipping. Using the organisms collected
she shared these treasures – waterfleas,
damselfly nymphs, snails – at a Church
Fun Day, awakening appreciation and
concern for “all the wondrous things that
fly, swim, walk or crawl” (see book
reviews, p23), even in an inner city.
Another is the mighty Amazon. Kathy
Galloway, from the Iona Community,
describes the commitment of Amazonian
villagers to respect and cherish the local
forest ecosystem – important not only to
preserve their livelihoods and traditions,
but also to enable the well-being of the
whole planet. As Kathy puts it, these
people are “our defenders on the
environmental frontline”, as they hold out
against loggers, miners and ranchers in
protecting the trees, plants and animals
that surround them. She describes a way
of life that is increasingly threatened, but
which reflects the idea of “Shalom” –
right and just relationships between all
things, an “integral wholeness” as John
Anderson describes it – bringing peace
and well-being for all.
Kathy calls us to lives of praise and
political engagement but also to lament
for a broken humanity and the global
climate crisis; lament, which allows us to
make explicit our heartbreak, anger and
deepest longing. Rev Helen Burnett
developed a special remembrance
service to do just this. She describes
how the “Requiem for Lost Species” was
a means of reflection and healing that
reached beyond the church community.
Within GC, a new “Arts Convenor”, is also
facilitating creative ways of expressing
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Inspired by a vision of Shalom, seeking
to work in the power of God’s Spirit, for
the healing of Creation is what we are
about at Green Christian. Here we share
just a few stories of challenge and hope,

Photo Credit: CCA

asks Clare Redfern

from the Amazon to the Medway, from
zero-carbon church building, to
campaigning to keep fossil fuels in the
ground. Visit our website for more details
of our vision, our activities and
emotions, in response to environmental resources.
chaos, a theme also explored within the
Religion and Extinction network.
In these pages, we introduce some new
volunteers: besides Graham Norman the
Throughout the Bible from Genesis to Arts Convenor, Emma King has taken on
Revelation, in the psalms and gospels, the role of Prayer Guide compiler and our
rivers speak of life, abundance and new co-chaplains, Andrew Norman and
healing, which is unsurprising in a land of Gina Hoff say hello. Sadly, we also say
dry deserts and scorching heat. A river goodbye to Edward Echlin, a dear friend,
watered the garden of Eden and Psalm and long-standing member, of Green
46 talks of “a river whose streams make Christian. His life embodied vision,
glad the city of God”. In the book of grace and deep faith, and a conversation
Revelation a similar river waters 12 with him was always full of
trees, whose leaves bring healing for the encouragement.
nations. Surely this is a river of justice
and righteousness, as described by the “Let Justice roll like a river, and
prophet Amos. And Jesus in John 4: 10- righteousness like a never-failing stream”
14, promises springs of living water to Amos 5:24
those who ask – the life-giving work of
Clare Redfern,
the Holy Spirit.
Commissioning

Members of Christian Climate Action at the 40 day Lenten Prayer Vigil outside Westminster (see GCNews)
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Requiem for Lost Species
Helen Burnett describes new rituals for remembering

every year as a special day, a day of “Remembrance for Lost
Species” and invited people to discover new rituals for
remembering and mourning.
I was fascinated by the idea that during centuries of worship
the complex web of life in this place had diminished as a
direct result of human activity – so human activity had
provided a sacred space whilst at the same time desecrating
that space. How could this discrepancy between the beauty of
human creativity, and the human capacity to destroy, be
marked and mourned?

Church path with tributes to lost species

Photo Credit: H. Burnett

The Seed of an Idea
In 2016, as a Curate exploring the parish, offered to me for
my first post, I found myself standing in a beautiful 11th
century church, a place that had been prayed in for over 900
years. A sacred space almost certainly based on a preChristian plot where our ancestors had stopped to wonder, to
praise and to plead.
St Peter and St Paul’s Chaldon was to be my new home, and
as I stood in the place that I was to come to know intimately,
I carried with me the memory of someone I had never met,
someone committed to the role of creativity and the arts in
social and ecological regeneration: Persephone Pearl of the
ONCA co-operative. She had designated November 30th
4
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Church interior with hanging lists of extinct species
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In November 2019 we finally held a Requiem at Chaldon,
acknowledging the reality that we are facing the sixth mass
extinction. In the time between June 2016 and November
2019 the catastrophic implications of the climate breakdown
had been catapulted into the public square, along with an
increasing awareness of the emotional impact of facing the
truth about the climate emergency.
Preparing the Ground
As a result of my involvement with Extinction Rebellion (XR), a
few Church members expressed concern that the Church
community was being aligned too closely with XR. Returning
to the origins of the idea I pointed out that this was a separate
initiative, although members of XR might attend. Some also
felt that instead of gloomy stuff, we should focus on the
positive things people could do to mitigate against the effects
of climate change.
Fortunately I was able to do a lot towards educating and
reassuring the Church congregation; I gave three separate
talks on climate change, as well as using the opportunities
afforded by the lectionary for preaching on lament, and the
journey from lament and loss, to hope.
The Nuts and Bolts
Though described as a Requiem, the event bore little
resemblance to a traditional requiem but the title worked as a
descriptor.

form, and uses verse, meditation, silence, music, procession,
bells and candles.
The small church at Chaldon lends itself well to folk music, a
genre with roots in protest and in mourning and I was fortunate
in having a local group, “Blarneystone” willing to play.
The Cairn had to be pre-prepared and the base was built
beforehand with a core of bricks and mortar covered in local
flints and then completed on the day by the adding of
individual stones; at the event every single person laid a
stone. The local infant school, the cub scouts and Junior
Church were all invited to participate and I ran workshops for
them to prepare their stones and talk about the species lost
most recently in our area with help from The Species
Recovery Trust website speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk
Full lists of lost species were hung around the church, images
from Rob Macfarlane’s Lost Words were placed in pews for
the time of reflection. Literature and magazines about climate
change were widely available.
Hospitality felt important so that anyone who had made the
journey to visit us could stay on afterwards and share in their
reactions, their motivations for coming, their hopes and fears,
and all with a bowl of soup to sustain them!

The cairn-building was inspired by the work of Azul Valerie
Thome who had led an event near Totnes in Devon, in which
lost species were named and honoured in the building of a
cairn. I had ideas around poetry and music, and I wanted to
use both inside and outside spaces but I needed others to
work with me on the content and the shape of the requiem.
Stephen Canning and Jenny Morgans had helped me with an
alternative liturgy for the Maundy Thursday Foot-washing, for
the Easter 2019 Rebellion in London and so I turned to them
again for help! Both have a strong sense of the shape of
liturgy and a love of words. I was very clear that this event
should use language that embraced people of all faiths and
none – in particular the “none” who had been so welcoming of
the funeral processions, foot washing and similar rituals used
by XR. Here was a large group of activists hungry for a means
to express loss and lament: how could we do this without
alienating people by using overly religious language?
How could we invite people into a traditional church space so
that they could feel the peace, not the peril, of stepping
across the threshold? The service that resulted has shape and
©2020 Green Christian

Adding to the cairn
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Chaldon’s altar prepared for the Requiem

On the day several people from the Church supported the
Requiem, helped set up, cooked, and welcomed visitors and
were very positive about the experience. The first candle was
lit by the Eco Council Leader (aged 7) from the local school
and subsequent candles were extinguished and relit by a
member of XR, a Green Party member and a representative
from Operation Noah.
Responses and Reactions
● An atheist Green Party councillor was worried they were
going to be asked to intone and incant! They were
pleasantly surprised!
● A Churchwarden declared that the Saturday Requiem
and the Sunday Advent Antiphons had been the most
peaceful, accessible, contemplative weekend ever!
● Visitors from London declared they had come because
they had seen it advertised in the Southwark Rural
Churches Leaflet and didn’t normally go to church
because of all the patriarchy stuff
● Local XR members were hugely grateful for the
regenerative nature of the time and space offered after
the exhaustion of the October rebellion.
6
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● An elderly member of the congregation recognised in
the names read out, the flowers and butterflies she had
known in her youth.
A number of people have asked will I repeat the service,
others want to try it in their own churches, some want to
devise a more overtly Christian service. As a foil to the lament
I hope to devise a Summer Solstice event to celebrate our
capacity for repair and restoration with another “Cairn for the
Journey”; whatever that journey may become we will surely
need to be equipped for unpredictable events and difficult
pathways. ■
The Requiem for Extinct Species liturgy can be found on the
Green Christian website greenchristian.org.uk/requiem-forextinct-species/
Helen Burnett trained as a teacher and spent 25
years as a full time mother and home educator
before training for ministry. She is a member of the
Council of Modern Church, a founder member of
Extinction Rebellion Reigate, Redhill and Dorking,
and Vicar at St Peter and St Paul's Church in
Chaldon, Surrey.

©2020 Green Christian

PRAYER

A prayer of Mother Julian of Norwich (1342-1416)
In you, Father all-mighty, we have our preservation and our bliss.
In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our saving.
You are our mother, brother, and Saviour. In you, our Lord the Holy Spirit, is marvellous and plenteous grace.
You are our clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us.
You are our maker, our lover, our keeper.
Teach us to believe that by your grace all shall be well, and all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well. Amen

Loving Father, who sent your Son to share the suffering of all
Creation, come close to all who have lost loved ones in
earthquakes, floods, fires, droughts, and other disasters, all who
have become refugees and all who are suffering from the
devastation of war. Uphold those who minister to their needs, and
help us all to remember that in serving the least of your children
we are serving you.
Amen
(adapted from the Green Christian Prayer Guide, Feb. 2020)

Psalm Antiphon for the Holy Spirit
from 12th-century mystic, Hildegard of Bingen

The Holy Spirit: living and life-giving,
the life that’s all things moving,
the root in all created being:
of filth and muck it washes all things clean—
out-scrubbing guilty staining, its balm our wounds constraining—
and so its life with praise is shining,
rousing and reviving
all.
(trans. Nathaniel M. Campbell, hildegard-society.org, printed with permission)

©2020 Green Christian
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Remembering Edward Echlin
(15/01/1930 - 23/12/2019)

pervasive and tenacious heresy he found
in the Church and in the spirituality
“industry” – unworldly speculation which
divorces Earth from Heaven, and
fractures our understanding of who we
are as human beings. His incarnational
theology was not just a proposition; it
was a protest.

d did his theology” with his hands in
the soil”, as his widow Barbara put
it. His greatest legacy is an account
of the incarnation, the originality of which
it is hard to overstate, even in these
more Creation-conscious times. The
Jesus he introduced us to, was not only
man, not even just human, but a living
being who flourished in his habitat. His
incarnation reconciled the cosmic with
the intimate. It lived, breathed and
flourished with the Earth in which it was
planted.

E

Ed was inspired by Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin, but perhaps closer in vision was
Thomas Berry, the priest and author of
The Dream of the Earth (1988). But while
Teilhard and Berry scanned the universe
in breadth, Echlin dug the earth in depth.
What they admired, he loved.
In his attentiveness to the land, he was
closer to secular writers such as
Wendell Berry, Aldo Leopold and selfsufficiency writer John Seymour, a dear
friend.
While
governments
and
corporations speak of “ecosystem
services” and “biodiversity offsets”, Ed
spoke of the “earth community” and
invited us to put down roots into the soil
beneath our feet. He was grieved by the
8
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It was while at Ripon that he started
mapping out an ecological theology. In
the 1980s it was hardly a wise career
move. As a “voice in the wilderness” his
Jesuit formation came to serve him well,
fostering a work ethic that was selfgiving, contemplative, resourceful and
resilient. Here he gathered the material
for his manifesto Earth Spirituality: Jesus
at the Centre (1999) which traces his
ecological awakening to childhood
holidays in the Michigan lakeland. After
retiring with Barbara to Bexhill he
published his most systematic book The
Cosmic Circle: Jesus and Ecology
(2004), followed by Climate and Christ: a
Prophetic Alternative (2010).

Ed’s life was a package of complete
integrity, a true labour of love. He did his
theology in his garden as much as at his
desk. Anyone who telephoned him at
home in Bexhill, East Sussex, had to
expect to wait five minutes while Barbara
summoned him from pruning or picking.
He was an active supporter of the Soil
Association and Garden Organic, and
became an authority on heritage varieties Ed and Barbara joined Christian Ecology
of apple, some of which he planted in his Link (now Green Christian), and founded a
garden.
local group in Ripon, in 1987. He,
accompanied Barbara, (for many years
Ed was born in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan, its tireless Secretary, and now Deputy
and entered the Society of Jesus at the Chair) to Green Christian retreats and
age of 18. Through his early university workshops, providing encouragement
teaching, writing and preaching, he did and support. He was well known in the
much to kindle renewal in the Catholic National Justice and Peace Network,
Church in the US, particularly fostering Catholics for a Changing Church and for
an ecumenical perspective. His 1973 many years he was chair of Catholic
book The Priest as Preacher brought Concern for Animals.
preaching the Word into the foreground.
Never one to preach what he did not By 2015, when Laudato Si’ grafted
practise for himself, meditation on integral ecology into Catholic social
Scripture morning by morning was staple doctrine, Ed had been teaching it, by
sustenance throughout his adult life.
word and deed, for decades. Perhaps he
is at last being recalled from the
Visiting Britain to lecture at Durham and wilderness. Of course, to the Jesuit in
Lincoln, life took an unexpected turn. He him any such impact would have been a
met Barbara, they married in 1974, and matter of indifference. He just did what
so he put down roots in English soil, he did for the greater glory of God. He
moving to Ripon. He continued an returns to the earth he loved: there may
academic career, as Honorary Research he rest in peace. In such time as we have
Fellow in Theology, University College of left, his work must now be ours. ■
Trinity and All Saints, Leeds; and Visiting
A longer version of this obituary by Paul
Scholar at Sarum College, Salisbury.
Bodenham was published by the Tablet on
7/01/2020 thetablet.co.uk
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Audacious living in Amazonia
Kathy Galloway bears witness to the struggles of indigenous peoples

constrained world. It is one of the
richest areas in terms of natural
resources, but also one of the most
unequal in terms of access to these
resources and the rights of historically
excluded groups, such as indigenous
people, women and rural farming
communities. So I was horrified to see
that these were the very places where
forest fires were burning out of control
over a vast area during 2019.

Amazonian village

e are sometimes inclined to
bemoan
setbacks
or
challenges that unexpectedly
confront us, that challenge our notions
of control. However, they are as nothing
compared to the radical insecurity of
nomadic herders in Northern Kenya,
who trek hundreds of miles in search of
water that is drying up and competed
for; or of farmers in Bangladesh,
repeatedly forced by rising sea levels to
leave their homes for temporary and
illegal camps on embankments, where
they cannot earn a living; or rural
communities in Central America who live
with increasingly frequent and intense
hurricanes. These are people who have
done almost nothing to bring about
climate change, yet they live constantly
with the threat of losing their homes,
livelihoods, land and lives.

W

A few years ago, I had the privilege of
visiting the Amazon rainforest with
Christian Aid. I went to the northern
©2020 Green Christian
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Whilst in Amazonia, I had the privilege of
staying
in
small
indigenous
communities; gathered around a village
square, with their church, their school
and their community centre, the
villagers live very simply but sustainably,
with a degree of mutual help and cooperation that puts our “developed”
communities to shame. Their welcome
and hospitality were generous.

state of Rondonia in Brazil and the
remote Beni region of Bolivia. I was
amazed by their beauty and diversity;
Bolivia is one of the ten most bio-diverse
countries in the world. The Amazonian
region is at the heart of international They manage their surroundings in a
debate about the use of natural way that does not undermine the
resources in an increasingly resource- delicate ecosystem. They gather cocoa

At prayer, Beni region, Bolivia

Photo credit: Kathy Galloway
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rainforest, and one in ten known species
lives there. If rainforest loss continues, it
will have catastrophic effects on the
global climate. And all so that the world
can have more South American beef and
ranchers can make bigger profits. This
is not a price worth paying and the
indigenous peoples of the Amazon, who
are under constant attack, are our
defenders on the environmental
frontline.

Banana growing

Photo credit: Kathy Galloway

beans, banana, papaya and yucca, but
part of their work is to ensure that the
necessary diversity is maintained. They
grow crops to feed the village but do not
destroy large areas of rainforests, and
they raise animals, but hunt and fish as
well to keep the balance. Leadership is
invested in young people, supported by
the wisdom and experience of their
elders.
And yet, for all their hard work,
sensitivity to their environment and hope
for the future (including sending some of
their young people to university), we
could see how vulnerable these small
communities are to a host of external
threats.

The lifestyles of Israel that invoke such
divine rebuke through Jeremiah stand in
stark contrast to the communal and
sustainable patterns of life-long
practices by the indigenous people of
the Amazon rainforest, their dedication
to a shared existence not just with one
another but with their fragile
environment. In their struggle for land
rights against the greed of logging and
mining companies, it might be easy to
identify those against whom a similar
Despite the reality of poverty, and of on- divine judgment might be best directed.
going threats to their land from illegal
logging and cattle-ranching, as well as Since my people are crushed, I am
international mining companies, these crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me.
are people who love their forest home, Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
who are determined and resourceful to physician there?
protect it, and who are deeply spiritual. Why then is there no healing for the
wound of my people? (Jer 8: 21- 22)
Jeremiah has a reputation as the
gloomiest of prophets but in his words Jeremiah’s purpose in this passage is no
we glimpse the essence of his heart and longer one of blame. Here the focus is
indeed the heart of God. What is on a lament for those who are suffering,
revealed to us is a man whose very facing drought and possible famine.
being pulses with compassion for a Twice in three verses he refers to them
suffering people. Jeremiah calls out as “my poor people” and identifies with
what he sees as a deliberate and their pain – his heart is sick and horror
aggressive rejection of the ways of God; grips him; since his people are crushed
from the least to the greatest, everyone so he too is left broken in spirit. There
is greedy for unjust gain and from are not enough tears to end his weeping
prophet to priest, everyone deals over their distress. Is there no balm in
falsely.
Gilead?

Forest loss rates continue to grow at an
alarming rate, increasing greenhouse
gas emissions. And the huge glaciers in
the Andes are now melting rapidly
because of climate change, and
deforestation is another factor
increasing the likelihood of flooding and
land sliding in these communities.
Ultimately, this is something that affects
us all. Described as “the lungs of the
world”, the Amazon rainforest covers
over two million square miles, is more
than half of the world’s remaining
10
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Forest farming
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The passage begs for the selfexamination of our hearts today – are
we heartsick at the conspiracy of evils
that condemn so many people to their
difficult struggles for justice and
survival? Are there enough tears to end
our weeping over the distress of
dispossessed villagers, malnourished
children and scarred Creation? This cry
continues down the centuries. We too
are challenged to share in the pain of
broken humanity and a global climate
crisis.
Jesus, of course, also had a great deal
to say about wealth and poverty,
Weaver at work
property and power, and their link with
oppression. He was unafraid to confront could we perhaps call this “making
his listeners with the murky world of friends with worldly wealth.” (Luke 16: 9)?
money-making with all its complexities
Jesus is clear however about the
and moral ambiguity.
impossibility of being a slave of two
His parables concerning money, masters. The indigenous people I
including the management of property, visited in Amazonia survive in the forest
vineyards or workers, invite us to learn without damaging it. They are
and think deeply about the effect of determined to protect it for the future –
economic systems in the lives of others, and for the rest of the world. The
especially the poor. We have to jettison destruction of forests worldwide is
any false innocence about money and its responsible for up to a fifth of the
world's greenhouse gas emissions. But
power.
in territories that are under the control
Assisting communities to claim and of indigenous communities, just 1% of
defend their land rights, their territory and forest cover has been lost, compared
their way of life, divestment from fossil with an average of 20% in the rest of the
fuels, investing in a Green New Deal; Amazon. They could make money by

Photo credit: Kathy Galloway

selling off their land titles to loggers,
ranchers and miners. But they know that
you cannot serve both God and wealth.
This audacious giving in the context of
deep poverty and suffering may ask us
how we exercise our freedoms, how we
live lives of praise. Praise is also
political. The character of God is
intimately linked with a passion for
wellbeing, dignity, justice and health for
the Earth and its people. Whenever God
is praised, the possibility of a different
life is envisioned.
Today, the global climate crisis asks us
to make choices. The costs of inaction
are becoming clearer every day –
because inaction is a path of “business
as usual”, not a path of transformational
love. The choices are tangled up in
struggle and costs to our current ways,
but the invitation to choose life is one of
them. ■
Kathy Galloway is a
theologian, writer and
campaigner. After seven
years as Head of Christian
Aid Scotland, she is now
Co-Leader of the Iona
Community.
(This article is based on a sermon preached during
Creationtime in September 2019, at Iona Abbey,
with readings from Jeremiah chapter.8 and Luke
16: 1-13)

Taking a dip in the Amazon

©2020 Green Christian
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There’s a new role at Green Christian!
Meet Graham Norman, our Arts Convenor

delighted in painting and sculpture all my life. I love learning
about art and writing and have studied formally and informally.
I am an Anglican Christian living on the waterside edge of the
New Forest worshipping at the tenth oldest church in England,
St Mary the Virgin, Eling. My wife and I joined Green Christian
this year after attending the wonderful retreat weekend at
Launde Abbey in Leicestershire.
The climate, environment, pollution and extinction crisis is an
overwhelming phenomenon, changing our lives for ever. What
can we do? Dare we hope? Should we despair? We feel all
sorts of emotions, none of them, it seems, good for our
wellbeing. Being angrily creative, be it writing a poem or
hewing a sculpture out of granite can be therapeutic; being
joyfully creative about what God has given us, this wonderful
world of storms and rainbows, is healing, generous and, yes,
hopeful. Sharing our creative work is a gift to God and a
blessing on all of us”.

Graham Norman

Photo credit: Jan Norman

rt and poetry are powerful ways to access and express
emotions which can feel inexpressible, particularly when
considering such enormous issues as the climate and
ecological crises. Many people are struggling with feelings
ranging from despair to hope, anger to love, grief to regret,
and many others. In Green Christian we feel that an Arts
section on our website could be a powerful and helpful
platform, both for the artists/poets and for the recipients, as
people share their feelings in the form of their own paintings,
drawings and poetry.

A

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Graham
Norman as GC’s Arts Convenor, to whom arts submissions
should be sent by e-mail.
Graham says: “I have been a poet since 1998 and have
12
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Art and poetry submissions are invited on the theme of
personal, emotional and spiritual reaction to the climate,
environment, pollution and extinction crisis. “Art” can include
painting, collage, fabric art, multimedia art and similar creative
expressions. All forms of poetry are welcome; structured or
free, rhymed or blank verse. Content and quality are important,
but so is truth and honesty of expression.
Submissions must be your own, original work and you should
hold all rights; copyright remains with the artist or writer.
Poetry submissions should be in Word format. Photographs of
art submissions as jpegs. Please include your name, contact
details and a short, third person person bio of no more than
100 words.
Our intention is to share rather than judge. Nevertheless, we
reserve the right to decide which work will go onto the website
and please note that all work should comply with the theme set
by Green Christian and described above. We may offer
editorial advice on poetry which will be technical, rather than
guidance on expression. ■
Please email submissions (as Word and .pdf files for layout
reasons) to: artsconvenor@greenchristian.org.uk
©2020 Green Christian
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EnFolding the future
John D Anderson

The building has no staircase – Baildon is
on a steep slope. There are toilets on
both levels. The Lower Fold has been
designed for the well-loved 30-year-old
Baildon Pre-school. It has controlled
access, a large, extensive, warm open
space (partly carpeted), considerable
storage and a kitchen. The Upper Fold
will provide free lettings for four evenings
a week for our Guiding and Scouting
groups. It has sound insulation,
especially in the floor so that youngsters
may stomp above while meditation takes
place below.

The Fold

he Earth has all the time in the
world. We don’t. Since 2006,
Baildon Methodist Church in
Bradford has faced the future. Unlike
politicians and accountants, the Church
lives for eternity. So, Baildon ran a yearlong “Vision Group”, then convened a
“Future Building Group” with the twin
aims of building our spiritual future and
housing it in a building suitable for the
next hundred years.

T

Over the past 13 years, we have been
working to live out the eco-theological
Gospel of loving God as if all of God’s
Creation mattered. As a result of prayer,
preaching, consciousness-raising and
applying for funds, in November 2019
the Fold was opened. This is a two-storey
eco-building costing £900,000. It is the
first building on church premises in
Britain constructed to similar standards
to those of a Passivhaus: it uses virtually
no energy and gives off virtually no
carbon dioxide. Its airtightness was the
©2020 Green Christian

Photo credit: John Anderson

best that the inspectors had ever seen:
there will be no draughts!
Triple-glazed throughout, with 8 kW peak
photovoltaic panels on the roof, airlocks
at each door and with nine-leaved wall
insulation, it is an exemplar of the
buildings in which our society should live.
Heating is done almost totally by a
mechanical heating and ventilation
system, which recirculates the warmth in
the air through a heat exchanger. The
ventilation system is triggered by a CO2
monitor which measures the carbon
dioxide in the building. Any residual
electricity needed comes from Good
Energy (goodenergy.co.uk), who source
all their electricity from renewable
sources. There are three electric car
charging points outside. As Rev. Kerry
Tankard, Chair of the Methodist Yorkshire
West District declared on its
inauguration, “The Fold” he said, “would
sit lightly on the Earth”.

The Fold is more than just a building. It is
clear evidence of the commitment of
Baildon Methodist Church to work
against global heating. The 183
members are not just talking about
climate change in bewilderment or
despair, but are acting. By reducing CO2
emissions, the Fold assists in preserving
the sacred integrity of Creation. Through
its construction, the Church is reaching
out to the poor of the world who are
already suffering inundation and baking
heat because of climate change caused
by our feckless incineration of fossil
fuels. The age of incineration is dying;
the age of insulation is being born! The
Gospel of Christ’s love for all created
things becomes clearer. At last
Christians are fulfilling the great
commission in Mark 16: 15 “proclaim the
good news to the whole Creation.” ■
John D Anderson is a
member of Baildon
Methodist Church, a Local
Preacher in Bradford North
Circuit and a co-founder of
Baildon Friends of the
Earth.
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What’s in your river?
Perspectives from Dr Cecilia Medupin on a Church Family Fun Day

midge larvae, snails, crustaceans, freshwater shrimp, water
louse, daphnia, worms and leeches. Younger children coloured
in pictures of an organism, and learned its name.
This proved a very popular activity! It also provided to chance
to talk with the children and their parents about why as
Christians caring for the natural world is important. Using Gen
1:26 as a launchpad I outlined the biblical principle of
stewardship and why environmental stewardship is an
important part of being human, in fact a God-given role. I was
able to draw on the Pope’s 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’; in this
papal letter, Pope Francis enjoined everyone to protect this
Earth which is our common home and God’s gift to all. He
stressed the desperate need for changed attitudes, in order to
ensure security and sustainability of all natural resources
including fresh waters.

Ethan and his cranefly larva drawing

Photo credit: C. Madupin

nvironmental engagement took place alongside food
stalls, music and games at a Church Family Fun Day in
central Manchester last Summer. As a scientist with an
interest in public engagement based in Earth and
Environmental Sciences at The University of Manchester, I am
always looking for opportunities to share my concern for the
ecological health of the planet. So, when my home Church,
Sts. Joseph and Edward Catholic Church in central
Manchester, decided to hold an event where people from
Church and local community could come together and share
our experiences, faith, culture and values, I jumped at the
chance to run a stall called, “What’s in your river?”

E

The activity was simple; children were invited to choose an
organism taken from a local river, paint or draw it and identify
what it was, with the aid of a magnifying glass and colour Field
Studies Council (FSC) fold out identification charts. The
organisms included stoneflies, mayflies, bivalves, snails,
14
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Identifying a specimen

Photo credit: C. Madupin

As human population increases, there is increasing pressure
on freshwater supplies – for drinking, food production,
sanitation and energy supplies. The biodiversity of freshwater
ecosystems is affected by pollution, the increasing abstraction
of water for irrigation purposes, depletion of ground water
resources and more recently interference in the global water
cycle via man-made climate change. In this activity, I was able
to touch on these issues and explain how the organisms in the
river were an important indication of its health.
Environmental stewardship is an interdisciplinary concern
involving education, politics, economics, sciences and religion.
Since pollution does not respect boundaries, this calls for a
deeper understanding of how each individual, locality,
communities and nations can contribute to the protection of
people, places and planet. I believe in some small way, my stall
contributed inspiration for this endeavour; my wish is that the
Church would engage at a deeper level on environmental
issues. ■
Dr Cecilia Medupin is a Lecturer at the School of
Natural Sciences at the University of Manchester
and convener of Women in Environmental Sciences,
UK. Cecilia is passionate about citizen science as a
way of engaging with school students, women and
minority communities.
Photo credit: C. Madupin
©2020 Green Christian
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Climate and injustice
John Anderson calls us to reweave the bright threads of our lives

Christ, we have attempted to understand
and practise justice. We are enjoined by
Christ to love our neighbour as
ourselves, a commandment I signally fail
to obey each day. Jesus memorably
chose a foreigner, a Samaritan, to
exemplify our neighbour. Wonderfully,
this leap of love means that for us our
“neighbours”
are
anything
but
“neighbouring”: we embrace the whole
human world. And yet, we live our
carbon-intensive lives scarcely aware of
the injustice such a lifestyle is bringing to
the poor of humanity.

Photo credit: World Meteorological Association

“Shalom” means “integral wholeness”.
This would be a good slogan for the
climate change movement. For it means
everything is connected: the peace and
well-being of shalom lead to a single
world order under one Creator God. All
Creation is interwoven to make the
tapestry of all life, of which humanity is
one bright thread.

disintegrates. Attributed to Chief Seattle
of the Suquamish Native American
people in 1855, is the deep and famous
quotation: “The Earth does not belong to
the people. The people belong to the
earth. All things are connected… One
thing we know; our god is also your God.
The Earth is precious to Him and to harm
the Earth is to heap contempt on its
Creator”. We are now being brought to
face these truths by our children. As one
put it on a poster, “No intelligent species
would destroy their only home and
planet”.

All trees, all animals, all fish, all parts of
God’s Creation, provide different
evolutionary threads which together
make a brilliant tapestry. If too many
threads break or are drawn out, the
picture woven in the tapestry of Creation Ever since Plato related the teaching of
is
irredeemably
damaged.
It Socrates from the 5th Century before
16
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In Yorkshire, in my city of Bradford, it is
often the poorer who live along the
River Aire who are flooded; as
elsewhere throughout the world, the
richer live higher up. In York, the
frequent floods never touch York
Minster since the Norman archbishop,
who first built it commanded that six
feet of rubble should be put down
before the building began. Our
incineration of fossil fuels is gradually
warming the oceans so that they are
rising by at least 2 mm a year with no
sign moreover, of this ceasing for
centuries. In Bangladesh the situation
is so serious that whole communities
survive by harvesting floating baskets
of crops as they annually vacate their
houses. In Fairbourne near Barmouth in
Wales the whole seaside community will
soon have to leave since the inexorable
rise of the sea will inundate their
homes. I have lived in Botswana, South
Africa for three years and experienced
water-stressed life. That country which
is mostly situated in the Kalahari semidesert has now had to build a 300 mile
pipeline to bring water from
©2020 Green Christian
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mountainous Lesotho, since not a
single river in Botswana flows through it
and comes out the other side. The
reservoir for Gaborone, the capital,
loses 3.6 m of water each year by
evaporation alone.

of flights for leisure to one a year for
each person. Otherwise the glaring
injustices of a few people enjoying their
time in the air so that they may luxuriate
abroad continues to harm over 80% of
the world who never fly.

At least 20% of us continue to fly on
holiday because we can afford it. And
yet air transport is the fastest-growing
source of CO2 emissions in our country.
As many of the emissions are high in the
atmosphere, they have a considerably
worse effect than those at ground level.
Most flights are for going on holiday; in
other words they are unnecessary.
Flying for fun is finished. Airport
expansion, such as at Heathrow or
Leeds-Bradford airports, should be
opposed by us if we are serious about
reducing carbon dioxide emissions.
Since aviation spirit bears no tax, the
artificial cheapness of flying needs to be
mitigated, for example, by the rationing

The former Archbishop of Canterbury,
Rowan Williams, put it well: “We need to
regain the sense that our relationship to
the Earth is about communion, not
consumption.” “Consumption” comes
from the Latin “consumere” meaning “to
destroy”; it was formerly our word for
the
death-dealing
disease
of
tuberculosis. Yet we have deified
consumption as necessary for our way
of life. Sadly it will be the death of us too
unless we find a cure for it.
According to Parliament, we are now in a
climate emergency. Let us recall a
previous major emergency about which
Winston Churchill spoke. “Owing to past

neglect, in the face of the plainest
warnings, we have entered upon a
period of danger. The era of
procrastination, of half measures, or
soothing and baffling expedience, of
delays, is coming to a close. In its place
we are entering a period of
consequences… We cannot avoid this
period. We are in it now.” Christ told us
to honour first and foremost the God of
love and justice. The weak, whether
they be human, fauna or flora are being
destroyed unjustly by our thoughtless
emissions of carbon dioxide. We are
entering a period of consequences: let
us remember Churchill’s words and act
now. ■
John D Anderson is a
member of Baildon
Methodist Church and a
co-founder of Baildon
Friends of the Earth.

What is the Religion and Extinction Network?
Stefan Skrimshire explains

ack in 2016 when the idea for a
project called “Religion and
Extinction” first germinated, the
spectre of a global mass extinction
crisis was gradually making mainstream news – always accompanied by
shocking statistics of the speed and
extent of human-caused decimation of
species and biodiversity. Three years
later, the language of extinction is
heard everywhere – not least in political
movements (Extinction Rebellion), and
also academia, where a whole new field
– “extinction studies” – is developing.
The questions that I and my coPhoto credit: Stefan Skrimshire
researcher Jeremy Kidwell were asking, A Creative Conversation
brought us quickly in touch with a wide reach out to our call for participants, The starting point for our project was
network of individuals and groups. and has been an important fellow that there had been, to date, no
Green Christian was one of the first to traveller since.
dedicated response to the extinction

B
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from the ethics of “de-extinction”
technology, to indigenous/Christian
encounters with extinction, to the
theology of insect swarms (and much in
between). The volume should be
published in late 2020. Our work with
Encounters Arts saw us co-lead a
“Creative Conversation” event in Bristol
last June. It was designed for people of
faith to explore how extinction was
impacting their faith, and how faith
directed their responses to extinction.
A range of methods for creatively
grappling with this topic was used, from
walking exercises, to making things
with our hands, to Quaker-style
contemplation. The template for the
day has been developed into a toolkit
for use by faith groups, which we will be
advertising soon.

Religion and Extinction Discussion Walk

Photo credit: Stefan Skrimshire

crisis, either from academic theology,
or faith groups themselves. Extinction,
however, produces a unique set of
challenges for religious beliefs:
questions about, for instance, Creation
and its goodness, eschatology (endtime belief), or the place of humanity in
relation to other creatures. It is also a
uniquely harrowing concept, and a
difficult one to grasp, yet alone openly
discuss; not least with the suggestion
from some quarters that the crisis
threatens the fabric of human
civilisations, and perhaps human life
itself.

public actions. For this we collaborated
with an arts outreach organisation
based in Totnes, called Encounters
Arts, who specialise in using creative,
participative methods to help people
engage with issues that matter to them.
We’ve always seen these two aspects
as informing one another: it’s important
that academic research engages with
the lived reality of how extinction is
conceived and spoken about. And we
hope that engaged groups can find
something useful from the reflections
about extinction coming from the
academy.

With this in mind, we set ourselves two
tasks. The first was academic: we
wanted to produce the first scholarship
on the relationship between mass
extinction and religious faith and
practice. The second was about public
dialogue and activism. We wanted to
find out how people of faith were
engaging with this difficult, complex
and emotionally-difficult topic in their
everyday lives, conversations and

One year in, there are good things to
report. On the academic side, we are in
the editing stage of a new book, a
collection of essays under the title
Extinction and Religion. We gathered a
group of amazing scholars from the UK,
US, Canada and Australia, and over a
series of three meetings (using live
video technology where possible)
discussed,
reflected,
walked,
meditated on a huge range of topics,

18
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We are hoping that this project
continues to find resonance with a
range of projects that have recently
sprung up. We’ve been talking to, and
protesting with Extinction Rebellion and
Christian Climate Action; there are also
strong
resonances
with
Green
Christian’s Borrowed Time project,
which seeks to provide safe places to
think and feel through the implications
of extinction for our faith and
theologies. So we’re expecting to
continue these conversations and
explorations with Green Christian and
other faith networks. We’d welcome
anyone interested in finding out more,
to get in touch. ■

Stefan Skrimshire is
Associate Professor of
Theology and Religious
Studies at The University of
Leeds. The focus of his
research is the role of
religious faith in political
responses to ecological
crisis.
(The Religion and Extinction Network is a two year
project that began in September 2018, co-led by
Stefan Skrimshire and Jeremy Kidwell (University
of Birmingham) and funded by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council.)
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Introducing the new Green Christian chaplains
Andrew Norman

Gina Hoff

am a Methodist Presbyteral Minister with pastoral care of
two congregations and shared leadership in an ecumenical
Fresh Expression of Church in the Hants/Surrey Border
Circuit. I am in my first appointment, having been called to
ordained ministry quite late in life!

I

I live with my husband Adrian and our two cats in Mytchett in
Surrey. We enjoy gardening and walking and sharing food
with friends. I have four grown up children and three
grandchildren, with whom I love spending time!
I grew up in the Roman Catholic tradition, attending Catholic
schools and Church services; I became a Methodist Member
about 15 years ago. I attempt to practice my spirituality
rooted in all aspects of life, believing in the presence of God
in all that I experience, both physical and spiritual.
Fr Andrew on his bike

Photo credit: St Nicolas Church, Guildford

was ordained in 1978 in the Canterbury Diocese and since
1993 I have been Rector of St Nicolas’, Guildford. Soon to
retire from that, over the past three years I have been
training to be a counsellor. I also hope to continue as a
spiritual director – and in any other ways that I can be a
“good listener”. l am married to Jacky with two grown-up
daughters and I am now a very proud grandfather.

I

Throughout my lifetime, firmly rooted in the catholic ethos in
the Church of England, I have also been attracted by Roman
Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and latterly by the Quakers.
The Quaker emphasis is on direct, simple experience of the
mystery of God. From that base I feel I can connect with all
those other spiritual riches: Anglican, Roman and Eastern
Orthodox. I look for a thoroughly integrative approach to
living the Christian faith – and to being spiritually open to the
creativity of other forms of human wisdom.

It is a great delight to me to be appointed alongside Andrew
as co-chaplain for Green Christian. I have been committed to
environmental issues for many years and am increasingly
hopeful, with the recent growing awareness of the climate
crisis, that as Christians we can offer strength to one
another both in spiritual and practical ways. I believe living a
life-centred on God in every aspect of life, includes careful
stewardship of our planetary home; and to encourage and
be encouraged by each other strengthens our faith and
commitment to living a life of well-being and unity.
I’m looking forward to meeting more of you soon. ■

Long committed to the environmental movement a growing
disillusionment with the political process is now replaced for
me with the hopefulness of becoming a Companion of the
Green Christian Way of Life. My commitment is rooted in a
holistic appreciation that everything is spiritual. More and
more I sense how our economy and politics, prayer and
daily living, all connect. So I am now very excited to have
been appointed with Gina as co-chaplain. We hope to
complement each other, to be active and resourceful – and
perhaps on occasion to be provocateurs! ■
Gina Hoff
©2020 Green Christian

Photo credit: Adrian Hoff
greenchristian.org.uk Issue 89, Spring 2020

19

LOCAL GROUPS

Forgetting what is behind

Isobel Murdoch reports

Photo Credit: Shutterstock

Last year was the year when the
expression
“climate
emergency”
virtually replaced climate change in the
national debate. But as we move on
through 2020, are we living differently?
The debate may have shifted, but have
we responded? I recently read the book
of Jonah, where the scale and the
speed of the response is so very
different.
Certainly within Green Christian, late
2019 and early 2020 have seen a
renewed and growing interest in
starting Green Christian local groups or
acting as a local contact, which is
brilliant news. So far, three new groups
have started (in Birmingham,
Medway and Nailsworth), two more
are planned (in Leeds and Stroud) and
Green Christian also has a new local
contact (in Bungay).
The new Birmingham group started
last autumn. Its first event was a cycle
ride from Aston University to the
20
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Climate Justice event in inner-city east
Birmingham. The new Medway group is
linked to the Creative in Creation
initiative run by the local Church (St
Stephen's Chatham), which held an
outdoor eucharist and plant-based feast
in September. But the group is running
across the whole of Medway
(Chatham, Rochester, Gillingham,
Strood and Rainham). In February they
held a talk on “gardening to attract
pollinators”. This will be followed by an
April talk on eco cleaning and by a walk
and lunch in a vegetarian cafe in May or
June. If you would like to attend any of
the
group’s
activities,
email
medway@greenchristian.org.uk The
third new group, Nailsworth, was
inspired by last year’s Green Christian
On The Road Together day in Stroud.
They plan to start by growing
vegetables in planters placed outside
local churches, to supply the Long
Table initiative, which provides
affordable food for local people. The
new Bungay local contact is a member

of Holy Trinity Church, Bungay which
has started working towards an Eco
Church award, and is also a trustee of
Ringsfield Hall.
So, yes, the response is growing!
Existing groups also remain active. In
March, Hereford Green Christian held a
talk – The Glorious World of Mud,
exploring the importance of soil. The
Clun group has recently held two talks
in cooperation with Sustainable Futures,
(sustainablefutures.uk.com). One was
on tidal and wave energy and the other
explored the work of the newly formed
Middle Marches Community Land Trust
on regenerative farming.
Reading local group has become more
active again and last November ran a
Christians Together On Climate event in
cooperation with the Diocese of Oxford.
The event aimed to help Churches
address climate change, with talks
about local Eco Churches and
©2020 Green Christian
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workshops on a range of themes. One climate with an event organised jointly
focus of the event was the energy audit with the local Friends of the Earth. More
for Churches promoted by the Diocese. than 150 people attended and one talk
introduced the local authority’s Climate
Last autumn, Lincoln's local contacts Action Plan, which spans council
and their Faith and Environment group departments. There was another joint
held A Church for Our Planet, a day of event in February, on the theme of
talks and workshops. The event proved biodiversity and rewilding; and
so successful that another was held this members of the Leighton Buzzard
March in the Boston area and a third will and Linslade group are also involved
follow in Brigg in May. Email with a new Forest Church initiative; as
lincoln@greenchristian.org.uk if you part of All Saints Church’s Christmas
would like to learn more.
Tree Festival they produced a display
highlighting palm oil production’s
The story of Jonah may be known more impact on deforestation.
for drama on the high seas, but I am
struck by the way the book ends. Green Christian’s local groups inspire
Almost as soon as Jonah finally entered real hope. Year upon year they respond,
Nineveh with news of doom, the people with new ideas and new ways of igniting
“believed God” and “proclaimed a fast”. awareness and commitment within their
As soon as the king heard, he “rose communities. Let me know if you would
from his throne” and “removed his like to join them by starting a new group
robe”. Why have we grown so wherever you are or by acting as a local
indifferent, so much slower to respond contact.
to the signs of the times?
The second reaction to strike me in the
On BBC Radio 3’s Free Thinking book of Jonah was God’s response to
programme I heard Rupert Read of the people. They turn to Him, and He
Extinction Rebellion speak about hope’s turns to them. So quickly, so mercifully
dependency on despair. Only if people that Jonah is angry. But God sends
despair enough to respond with rapid Jonah a bush to shelter him, to illustrate
change, he was saying, will we have any and explain His own response. Just as
grounds for hope. I thought this Jonah wants the bush to survive, God
reflected
something
of
Green says, so He wants a future for Nineveh.
Christian’s Storm of Hope thinking,
which I find so helpful in enabling hope And so hope endures. ■
within and through the dark times.

Welcome to our new Green
Christian Prayer Guide compiler

Another group which has responded to
the growing sense of urgency is
Cheltenham, which started a regular
cycle of prayer meetings for climate
action in the wake of the relative failure
of the latest UNFCCC negotiations at
COP25 in Madrid. These are being held
in Cheltenham Minster and other local
churches, with different leaders and
themes.

It was a bit daunting taking on the Prayer
Guide – I’m following in the footsteps of
Philip Clarkson Webb who wrote it for
many, many years. I know that it has a
reach further than the numbers of emails
I send out, and it is a useful tool for many
people and Churches.
In these times it is so very important to
be informed, in order to pray and
campaign. I will try to choose stories and
information that may not be so obvious,
or may not be headline-grabbing. These
days it is easy to find and share
information online, but it is important to
try to choose sources that are reliable
and accurate. I also want to highlight
good news stories, and to find out about
things that are happening all over the
world, as everything is connected and
we are all part of God’s Creation.
If anyone has any ideas for websites to
source information from, or ideas for
prayer, please do contact me, on
emma.king@greenchristian.org.uk. And
feel free to share the Prayer Guide with
your friends and Churches, either in print
or digitally. You can read the day’s prayer
points in our Green Christian Facebook
group.

Isobel Murdoch
01790 763603
isobel.murdoch@greenchristian.org.uk

Email addresses for groups and
contacts may be found on the local
groups page of the Green Christian
Leighton Buzzard and Linslade website greenchristian.org
Green Christian Group focused on
©2020 Green Christian

My name is Emma, and I have recently
taken over the job of compiling Green
Christian’s monthly Prayer Guide. I live in
Leeds, am married with a five-year old
daughter, and we’re all part of a Baptist
Church, for which I’m the Church Coordinator.

Emma King, Green Christian Prayer Guide Compiler
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Christian Climate Action Lenten
climate vigil
Throughout the 40 days of Lent, our
friends at Christian Climate Action are
holding a meditation vigil outside the
Houses of Parliament. The vigil is
supported by members of other
Extinction Rebellion faith communities
and continues for the 40 days of Lent up
to Easter Sunday. It is focused on lament
for the climate and ecological crisis, and
prayer for leaders everywhere to find the
courage to take urgent action. Members
of Green Christian are warmly invited to
join them.

Climate Action in Glasgow
The 2020 United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP26) is due to
take place in Glasgow in November.
Following the COP25 Chile to Madrid
conference which ended with, what was
described by the UN as, “limited
ambition”, hopes are high that COP26 in
Glasgow will result in greater progress
towards limiting climate heating and
implementing the United Nations’
Sustainable
Development
Goals.
Churches, campaign groups and NGOs
are hard at work preparing for the
Glasgow conference scheduled for the
9th – 19th November.

targets in line with the Paris Agreement.
Some oil companies have emission
targets which apparently are in line with
the Paris Agreement, so the Church of
England will continue to invest in Shell
and Repsol.
Christian – Buddhist Enquiry at
Gomde Buddhist Monastery
In March, members of Green Christian
took part in a collaborative BuddhistChristian enquiry called Navigating
Ecological Tragedy, held over a weekend
at Gomde Buddhist Monastery in
Nottinghamshire. Paul Bodenham,
Trustee and recent Chair of Green
Christian was one of the speakers at the
event, which shared Christian and
Buddhist perspectives.
The event was organised in collaboration
with Green Christian’s Borrowed Time
project and Doncaster Metropolitan
Borough Council.

Green Christian Retreat at Ringsfield
Hall, Suffolk, 23rd – 25th October
This year’s Green Christian retreat will
take place in the beautiful surroundings
of Ringsfield Hall Eco-Study Centre near
Beccles in Suffolk. With the theme of
“Journeying to a Strange Land” the
weekend will enable exploration and
reflection, as the climate crisis calls us
beyond established certainties. Booking
details
can
be
found
at
greenchristian.org.uk/ringsfield2020/
or phone 0345 459 8460.
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Divestment News
Green Christian’s friends at Operation
Noah have announced that 20 Christian
organisations in the UK have announced
their divestment from fossil fuels as part
of the Epiphany Declaration for Fossil
Free Churches. The global fossil fuel
divestment movement continues to grow
with the global value of divesting
institutions now standing at a total of
over $12 trillion.

Green Christian at Greenbelt
GC are going to have a stand at the
Greenbelt Festival again this year 28th31st August. Helping on the stall is a
great way to encourage people in their
green discipleship as well as to meet
other Green Christian members. If you
might be able to help us, please contact
ruthjarman@greenchristian.org.uk

In other divestment news the Church of
England Pensions Board has announced
an investment strategy that will, partially,
no longer invest in ExxonMobil, Chevron,
and BP, unless they set carbonemissions targets in line with the Paris
Agreement on climate change which
aims to keep the global increase in
temperature to below 2ºC.

2030 and all that
In February the General Synod passed a
motion setting a target for the Church of
England to become carbon-neutral by
2030, rejecting the recommended target
of 2045. The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt
Revd Nicholas Holtam, the CofE’s lead
bishop on the environment, has
The Pensions Board has invested £600 expressed fears that pushing parishes
million in a new stock index — the FTSE around the country to be net zero by
TPI Climate Transition Index — that “will 2030 would cause resentment.
reward companies with public targets
aligned to the Paris Agreement whilst However Green Christian’s Anglican
significantly underweighting or excluding members can support the CofE as it
those that do not”. Currently ExxonMobil, works out what it needs to do to meet its
Chevron and BP do not have emissions new 2030 target. Encouraging more
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parishes to become EcoChurches and Dancing With
more Dioceses to commit to become
Bees, A
EcoDioceses would be a very good
start ecochurch.arocha.org.uk Green Journey Back
Christian has a range of leaflets, online To Nature
resources and expertise available to
By Brigit
support you too.
Strawbridge
Howard
September 2019
Chelsea Green Publishing
ISBN 978-1603588485
304 words
RRP £20

Green Christian Tea Parties
“There is something in the nature of tea
that leads us into a world of quiet
contemplation of life.” Lin Yutang, The
Importance of Living.

As she writes in the introduction, Brigit
was shocked the day she realised she
knew more about the French Revolution
than she did about her native trees,
birds, wildflowers and bees. This book
charts her journey of discovery and
rediscovery. Brigit writes, “As my
interest in bees has grown, so has my
awareness of everything that surrounds
them or connects them to the web of
life they exist within. I feel as though I
have embarked on a never-ending
journey, a journey that spirals
continuously outwards, gathering
momentum and taking on a life of its
own as it sweeps up all the wondrous,
wild things that fly, swim, walk, or crawl
in its wake.”

Why not gather together a small group of
people who are interested in green
issues to share food and conversation at
a Green Christian Tea Party? Our Tea
Party planner’s guide includes invitations
and grace cards and is available on the
Green Christian website greenchristian.
org.uk/green-christian-tea-parties-gather- There is no doubt whatsoever that this
give-be-green/
is an exceptional book. This became
obvious to me when, having been sent
You could make your Tea Party Greener a copy to review, after the first chapter,
with some Green Christian leaflets and I opened a bottle of my birthday wine,
running your TeaParty along LOAF lines. laid my felt-tip marker aside and settled
You can print out your own LOAF, 7Rs down to enjoy it. It is, as the subtitle
and Nine Ways leaflets from the website explains, “A journey back to nature” and
that is without any doubt entirely
or order some from Ruth on
accurate. I learnt an enormous amount
info@greenchristian.org.uk.
from it. I now look closely not only at
bees (of which there are over 20,000
Think about how you can make your species!) and how they live their
party free of single-use plastics and pick communal and solitary lives but also at
an accessible venue convenient for pollinating insects and other elements
buses or arrange car-shares?
of the natural world.
Our Grace card helps express your I felt as though I was walking alongside
thankfulness for the gifts of food and Brigit as she described the lanes and
trees of her beloved Dorset
drink.
countryside, the “blackbird tree” in their
garden, and, in the touching chapter
We’d love to hear what you have planned
titled “The Upside-Down Bird”, her
and about how you get on – email mother’s peaceful and love-filled last
hilaryblake@greenchristian.org.uk to let days. It is a rare gift to be able to
us know.
inform without lecturing, but the
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devotion, love and enthusiasm that the
author has for nature easily did so.
Having lived in the countryside for many
years, I had assumed I had a
reasonable knowledge of the natural
world, but I now doubt that. I now even
know where the term “tree hugger”
comes from.
We live in a stress-filled and, quite
frankly, a very unpleasant world, but
this book is the antidote to that, and I
felt again that child-like wonder that I
thought might have been lost forever.
Thanks to Brigit’s description of a pole
hive, one is in the process of being
constructed here, and by next summer
we will also have a beehive. I was really
pleased with myself and quite overjoyed
when a Clark’s Mining Bee took up
residence on our lawn. And I had no
idea that there were solitary nesting
bees that lay their eggs in empty snail
shells, or cuckoo bees that make other
bees take care of their eggs.
This is most definitely a book to be
read and re-read time and time again,
as there is so much to enjoy many
times over. You will not be disappointed.
Peter Doodes

The Great
Derangement:
Climate
Change and
the
Unthinkable
By Amitav Ghosh
2017
University of Chicago Press
ISBN 97800226526812
196 pages
RRP £11.50 (paperback)
I read this last month, after it had been
sitting on my shelves for a couple of
years. It isn’t about UK politics or
elections or Brexit, but its thoughtful,
wide-ranging and beautifully written
analysis gave me hope when very little
else was looking optimistic.
The book is divided into three parts:
Stories, History and Politics. In the first
greenchristian.org.uk Issue 89, Spring 2020
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Ghosh writes that the climate crisis is
also a crisis of culture “and thus of the
imagination”. He identifies the
increasing self-reflexivity of art, and in
particular the so-called “realist” novel,
which largely ignores the communal
events of history, politics and nature,
until the “very gestures with which it
conjures up reality are actually a
concealment of the real”. Such
narratives are entirely incapable of
equipping us with the imaginative
resources which we need to face the
climate crisis.
The major argument of the History
section is that empire and imperialism
have been as important as capitalism in
driving both fossil fuel exploitation and
contemporary climate discourse.
Another central insight, relevant to
ongoing campaigns and to the Just
Transition, is that not all fossil fuel
development is the same.
“The materiality of oil is very different
from that of coal: its extraction does
not require large numbers of workers,
and since it can be piped over great
distances, it does not need a vast
workforce for its transportation and
distribution. This is probably why its
effects, politically speaking, have been
the opposite of those of coal. That this
might be the case was well understood
by Winston Churchill and other leaders
of the British and American political
elites … indeed, fear of working-class
militancy was one of the reasons why a
large part of the Marshall Plan’s funds
went toward effecting the switch from
coal to oil”.

groups and leaders in the politics of
climate change”. He does not
understate the intensity of the struggle
we face, but offers a vision of a
generation able to transcend our
isolation and rediscover our
relationships with one another and all
living beings. We have work to do, as
Ghosh and others have reminded us,
not only on a political level, but by
rooting deep and branching wide,
including story, art, history and every
other activity by which we define and
celebrate our shared human identity.
This book illuminates both the
complexity of the task and the vital
significance of what is at stake.

Dark Skies
By Tiffany Francis
2019
Bloomsbury
ISBN 978-1-47296459-5
272 pages
RRP £9.99
(paperback)

very first page includes accurate and
detailed description of a night on the
salt marsh with the “bubbling” sound of
the curlew, the scent of kelp and mud
– and, beautifully evocatively, stars
“reflected in the water like pearlescent
shoals”. Reading such passages I felt I
was there for myself. I know Butser Hill
in Sussex where she went to listen to
the skylarks late one evening. Reading
how she was then temporarily
disorientated in the dark for the walk
back to her car summoned my own
memories of such little moments of
gentle panic. Then there was a slightly
disconcerting rustling sound beside her
on the path, and that brought out
another aspect of our experience of
Tanya Jones the dark. Again some of this felt like
being invited to read intriguing
passages from a young woman’s
personal diary. Ups and downs with a
boyfriend are naturally referred to. But
there are also thoughts that touched
me deeply. Up on Butser that night it
suddenly occurred to her that “the
natural world is wholly disinterested” in
all that we may “fritter the days away
worrying about”.

Tiffany Francis is a new writer, artist
and environmentalist. Her first book
Food You Can Forage was published in
2018. Full of useful facts on edible
plants, this makes for an enjoyable
read with beautiful illustrations and
accompanying anecdotes
complementing the recipes. In her
second book, Dark Skies, she shares
experiences from a year’s travel around
Britain and Europe exploring how
In the final section of the book, Ghosh
darkness is important to us as humans
identifies contemporary politics as “for
connect with the nocturnal. She begins
many, a search for personal
authenticity, a journey of self-discovery”, on the north Norfolk coast at the RSPB
facilitated by the “Protestantism without nature reserve near Snettisham. “Oh
yes, I’ve been there!” I thought, and as I
a God [which] commits its votaries to
read on I was delighted to find myself
believing in perfectibility, individual
redemption, and a never-ending journey taken to many other places familiar to
to a shining city on a hill – constructed, me. It was like falling into conversation
with a fellow traveller and discovering
in this instance, not by a deity but by
that you have things in common.
democracy”.
He closes with something of an
endorsement and a challenge for us at
Green Christian, writing that “the most
promising development, in my view, is
the increasing involvement of religious
24
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But this is one of Tiffany Francis’ gifts
as a writer. She has the warmth and
ability to share an easy
companionableness with the reader. Yet
her work has quality and depth. That

We ought to be concerned about how
we, as green Christians, relate to
others who share our environmental
commitments but not our spiritual
traditions.
Tiffany Francis declares, “I wish I could
believe in a god, so as to feel like
someone out there has the power and
benevolence to give my life a little
boost or protect me from harm.” Yet
she describes her own sense of
connection with nature as “…
meditative, a space to think and feel …
to absorb the energy of my
environment”. Is it not only in the
darkness that we may be open to the
mystery of God – and be freed from
the lesser gods that so easily
preoccupy our daylight hours? She has
just finished a year as Writer-inResidence with the Forestry
Commission. Perhaps the poetry that
results from that will lead us further
into the divine dazzling darkness?
Andrew Norman
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Hope
Rediscovered:
Biblical
wisdom for
an anxious
world.
By David Atkinson
2018
Ekklesia,
ISBN 9780993294211
230 pages
RRP £12.00 (paperback)
Bishop Atkinson emphasizes that “God
is Creator of all, and that God’s
Wisdom, embedded in Creation, holds
all things together”. This book is a
refreshing focus on the Hebrew Bible’s
teaching about the goodness of all
Creation and its abundance. But this is
also a book on John’s Gospel and the
Wisdom of God found in it.

microcosm; therefore, Jesus’ action in
the temple “is another sign of a
renewed and healed Creation”. The
Bishop suggests that Jesus is
“Creation’s priest”. Humans, likewise, as
bearers of God’s image, are also
priests of Creation. Jesus saw the
temple to be a house of traders (John
2:16) that benefited the elite including
the priests who lived off the labours and
toil of the people. Jesus, in contrast,
shows the role of the priest as God
intended is to live selflessly that others
flourish, i.e. living in accordance with
the Wisdom of God embedded in
Creation.
Jesus embodies God’s Wisdom to the
extent He is “the authentic human being
who demonstrates in His life and
ministry what walking in the way of
Wisdom entails”. I am particularly struck
by “self-giving love and service” as
examples of being authentically human.
Central to John’s Christology is selfsacrifice. Priest is a metaphor of one
who serves Creation by living within
boundaries God has set. Self-giving
service, for example, is the mark of
Jesus’ foot washing in John 13:1-20.
Atkinson comments: “The fullness of life,
which is following Jesus’ Way, includes
the service of good works, especially
for the benefit of the poorest…”

Love the
World
By David Adam
2018
SPCK
ISBN
978028107762
213 pages
RRP £9.99
(paperback)

Love the World is not a book on
ecology, nor a treatise on climate
change in the conventional sense, but
rather a collection of reflections,
meditations, poems and prayers that
encourage us to embrace a new
reverence for the Creation. The author,
David Adam, has previously published
books on prayer and meditation in the
Celtic tradition and this is evident in
this book.

Adam begins the book with an
Introduction in which he recollects early
I learn from Atkinson that Creation is
experiences of awe in his life and the
not a place of battle and competition
influence of St Francis’s Canticles of
for scarce resources; God doesn’t say:
the Creatures on his thinking. These,
“go and improve Creation because I
and his own guide for meditating on
made a poor job of it!” But evidence of
aspects of Creation, form many of the
our ordering of Creation might lead
ideas in the book. The next section –
some to think that this is what God
“A New Era” – reflects on the changes
commanded. Atkinson quotes Richard
that have occurred in the past 70 years
Dawkins’ view of Creation as
through more industrialised farming
representative of the way we live: “…
I encourage readers to read Atkinson’s practices and their consequences for
there is…no design, no purpose, no evil book along with John’s Gospel
biodiversity, but also on a changed
and no good, nothing but blind pitiless
vision of our world through the Apollo
orientated to the horror and greed to
indifference” . We are skilled in
space mission and on the progress in
which we are hard-wired. This is a
selfishness, skilled at fighting, and
in science – the Big Bang and quantum
readable and thoughtful application of
skilled at competing. This puts us at
theory – which has enabled a greater
John to our times of ecological and
odds with God’s Wisdom. What is this
appreciation of the universe. The
economic catastrophe that can only
Wisdom? It is God’s compassion,
author believes that these new
help sensitize us to God’s wisdom that
generosity, and mercy. God made
discoveries reveal the sacredness and
holds all Creation together.
Creation to function in that way; we
connectivity of everything, and he
were made to live selflessly. Jesus is
Mark Bredin cautions against dualism which
the embodiment of the Wisdom of God.
prevents us from seeing that this world
The Word in John 1:1, for Atkinson, is
is also part of God’s kingdom.
Legacy
the Wisdom of the Hebrew Bible. Jesus
Leaving a legacy gift to Green
is the Wisdom that re-orders (recreates)
The major part of the book is divided
Christian will help ensure the work
so that it is an expression of His
into sections composed of sub-sections
we do lives on. When writing or
goodness and mercy. Jesus reveals to
that each comprise a short factual or
amending your Will you need to
human beings that they are to live
reflective piece followed by a poem, an
make a note of our official name
according to compassion, generosity,
exercise and a prayer. “In the
(which is still CEL), our registered
and mercy.
Beginning” looks at the origins of the
address and our charity number:
universe with themes such as No-thing
Christian Ecology Link,
Atkinson observes that there are “signs
(creation from nothing), Fiery furnace
35 Kitto Road,
of new Creation happening all through
(Big Bang), Quantum mechanics (a
London SE14 5TW.
the Gospel”. In John 2, for example, the
fluidity at the heart of things that
Charity No. 328744.
temple is seen as Creation in
enables choice), the elements and the
©2020 Green Christian
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galaxy itself. “Atmosphere” has subsections on air, clouds and wind, and it
is here that the author mentions the
harm we might do to the climate and
invites us to reflect on this. Our
effects on the climate are also
emphasised in the section entitled
“Wate”, where we are reminded of the
uniqueness of our planet in the solar
system. “Earth” takes us on an
evolutionary journey, examining soil,
trees, grasses and the evolving of
creatures, culminating in humans and
our own being. Adam then asks us to
consider how we are endangering our
future and that of all life, in that we now
have the capacity to destroy
everything. It is little wonder,
therefore, that the author then
proceeds to detail the human impact
on our world, including population
growth, intensive agriculture, insect
decline and air pollution. However, he
also points to areas of hope and
change, and states that only through
reverence for the world will we be able
to continue to live in it.
In the conclusion of this book we are
encouraged to open ourselves to
receive the gifts of wonder and love
through contemplation of the world
around us, and to practise
attentiveness. The author assists us in
this by guiding us through a simple
meditation that we can use in our daily
lives. Finally, he reminds us that we
are created out of love and for love,
and the only demand is that we be
open to this and share it.
This beautiful and lovingly written book
would be suitable either for personal
use and devotion or as a series of
studies for small groups.

On Fire – The
Burning Case
for a Green
New Deal
By Naomi Klein
September 2019
Allen Lane,
Penguin Random
House UK,
ISBN: 978-0-241-41072-1
309 pages;
RRP: £20
In this follow-up to This Changes
Everything, Naomi Klein confirms, with
startling evidence, that we are in the
midst of a global climate emergency
with potentially catastrophic
consequences. She not only highlights
the current impacts of climate change
but makes connections with other
issues. Climate change acts as an
accelerant to many social ills, including
inequality, militarism and wars, racism,
sexual exploitation and the growing
number of climate refugees.
This crisis of environmental and social
injustice has its roots in rampant free
market capitalism which seeks
perpetual economic growth and profit
through globalisation, deregulation,
consumerism and the plunder and
waste of Earth’s diminishing resources.
Klein describes this as economic
imperialism, a colonial and dependent
economy, where the powerful dominate
by unfair trade deals and the creation
of “sacrifice zones” where human
beings and their environment suffer.
The Earth is being consumed – it is on
Fire!

The crisis of climate change demands
Linda Wickham a radical change to the economic
system and structures of society.
Capitalism, the market, will not solve
the crisis; it will only make it worse.
Please email our Review Editor,
The sad fact is that under the present
Tanya Jones
economic system we have been
tanyajones@greenchristian.org.uk
“dominated by hierarchical and
with your ideas for future reviews,
individualistic views and not egalitarian
and communitarian views of the world”.
and also if you would like to join our
Klein argues that the only way out of
regular reviewers’ list
the hole we have dug for ourselves is
to establish a global Green New Deal, a
holistic vision for social and economic
transformation where the environmental
26
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needs of the planet and people are put
before personal possessions and
private profit. Corporations must be
replaced by democratic and
decentralised leadership to enable and
empower communities to take back
control of their lives and livelihoods,
including renewable energy, local green
jobs, plant-based proteins, sustainable
transport and biodiversity restoration.
This Deal does not lead to austerity but
to less quantity and more quality of life.
As Klein says, “The health of the planet
is the single greatest determining
factor in the quality of all our lives”.
In one chapter, she challenges
Christians to be in the forefront of this
movement for creative change. She
sees signs of hope in the 2015
Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis:
Laudato Si’: Our Care for Our Common
Home. The Pope not only states that
the climate crisis demands fundamental
changes to our economic system and
structures but also rejects the false
theology of creation which encouraged
human beings to dominate over nature
and exploit it for their own selfish ends.
Pope Francis implores Christians to
care for Creation, which is a sacred gift
and has value in itself. This involves
more than stewardship. It means we
must really care and protect and
preserve God’s gift of Creation.
Mirroring St Francis, he says: “Our
common home is like a sister with
whom we share our life and a beautiful
mother to open our arms to embrace
us”. We must “recapture the Celtic
tradition of seeing the Divine in
Nature”.
Christians need to be committed to the
Green New Deal. Its values and
principles should be part of our faith
and actions, for tackling Climate
Change is “a moral and spiritual
question as much as an economic and
political one”.
David Penney
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POETRY

from The Tangled Web

The empire is a wasteland

I am in grief about the future

beneath the barren air
that drifts on, blanched and blistering,
over the dead that wander there.

I grieve the loss of snail-tapping thrush,

The empire is a wasteland,

of lapwing flock over brown ploughed landscape,

but once was nothing less

of skylark rising from fragrant meadow

than paradise, a tangled web,
a golden wilderness.

So rare the snuffling hedgehog in the garden,
the snowy barn owl following the hedgerows

First came the iron claws to rip
the ancient hedgerows down,

I don’t want to be paralysed by grief;

and every blackthorn fruit that fell

I want to be galvanised by hope

was bathed, sterilised, drowned;
Round Up! Round Up! Bring out your dead,

I want it to be known that I did not sit idly by

a pool of glyphosate,

And watch time die

eradicate the earth itself
to kill the life we hate.

I want to give my soul to the service of God
My strength to the resistance

The wasps were caught in jam jars for

My mind to the vision of how life might be lived

they had no useful purpose

In the absence of the thrush

(except to pollinate the crops) -

In the dying of the barn owl

No, the wasps were surplus.

In the skylark silence

The ground was pumped with concrete
and the ocean swam with glass

Hear

and plastic shards, and all the air

The still small voice

became a poison gas.
And where once stood a copper beech,

Sandie Stratford November 2018 (with kind permission)

and where the river crept,
the white sun spread a fever as
the baked earth, broken, slept.
No birds now pour their evening song
into the darkling sky;
The empire is a wasteland,
a world condemned to die.

by Tiffany Francis-Baker (with kind permission); written whilst Writer-in-Residence
for Forestry England, 2019 tiffanyfrancisbaker.com
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‘Journeying to a Strange Land’

Join Now
Membership on line starts at just £2 a month.
Please go to greenchristian.org.uk/join-us/.
Or use the form below and send
with your remittance to:
Green Christian Membership, Richard and
Nicky Kierton, Flat 1,
31 St James Terrace, Buxton SK17 6HS
Please tick:
Standard Membership £30
Joint/Family/Corporate £40

Green Christian (the magazine only) £20
Church Membership (recommended) £40
Name
Address

Postcode
(GC89)
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Green Christian Retreat
at Ringsfield Hall, Suffolk
23rd-25th October 2020
The climate crisis calls us beyond all
established certainties, and asks us to
befriend our vulnerability. In our 2020
Retreat Weekend we will journey together
into this strange land which awaits us.
Together we’ll learn new skills of faith,
courage, justice and hope.
We are returning to the beautiful
surroundings of Ringsfield Hall Eco-Study
Centre near Beccles in Suffolk.
Booking details can be found at
greenchristian.org.uk/ringsfield2020/

GreenChristian

