


Caring for Creation
in an environmental crisis



Unconventional approach
to an unprecedented crisis

What is this all about?
The basics of climate change

Biodiversity down; population up
Is ‘Caring for Creation’ an option?
The Methodist ‘Eco’ track record

What is EcoChurch?
‘Eco’ in the District Development Plan



United Nations Earth Summit 1992 

I am here to speak for all generations to come. 

I am here to speak on behalf of the starving children around 
the world whose cries go unheard. 

I am here to speak for the countless animals dying across this 
planet, because they have nowhere left to go. 

I am afraid to go out in the sun now, because of the holes in our 
ozone. 

I am afraid to breathe the air, because I don’t know what 
chemicals are in it.

12 year old Severn Suzuki passionate speech



United Nations Earth Summit 1992 

And now we hear of animals and plants going extinct every day, 
vanishing forever. In my life, I have dreamt of seeing the great 
herds of wild animals, jungles, and rainforests full of birds and 
butterflies, but now I wonder if they will even exist for my 
children to see. 

Did you have to worry of these things when you were my age?

All this is happening before our eyes and yet we act as if we 
have all the time we want, and all the solutions.



United Nations Earth Summit 1992 

I’m only a child and I don’t have all the solutions. 
I don't -- I want you to realize, neither do you. 

You don’t know how to fix the holes in our ozone layer.

You don’t know how to bring the salmon back up in a dead stream.

You don’t know how to bring back an animal now extinct. 

And you can’t bring back the forests that once grew 
where there is now a desert.

If you don’t know how to fix it, please stop breaking it.



This might well bring to mind another young 
teenager who skipped school and sat alone 
outside the Swedish Parliament with a sign: 
‘School strike for climate’ and ended up speaking 
to the UN Climate Conference in New York (2019)
and the Economic Forum in Davos (2020)

“ How dare you? You have stolen my dreams
and my childhood with your empty words ”.



Why begin with two quotes from teenage girls?

It suggests that the environment hasn’t improved 
much  the first UN Stockholm Conference fifty 
years ago; indeed it’s often got significantly worse.

It’s our young people - your children, and my 
grandchildren who will inherit the environmental 
crisis we have created, and all that goes with it. 

That’s why hundreds of thousands of young people 
followed Greta’s lead, skipped school and took to 
the streets in around 150 countries in Sept 2019.





Drought ravages
Southern Africa

Amazon rainforest
under threat

Are they right to be concerned?



We are living beyond our means.
As a people we have developed a lifestyle

that is draining the earth
of its priceless and irreplaceable resources

without regard for the future of our children
and people all around the world.

Margaret Mead
American cultural anthropologist

So let’s look at the most urgent issues



Over half UK wildlife in decline;
insects numbers plummeting;
Rhino, Elephant, Orang-utan, and
Gorilla, all critically endangered ...

Amazon forests, Australia and 
California burning;
HS2 destroying rare habitats;
Antarctic ice sheets retreating …

Air pollution affecting health;
Water quality declining:
Plastic pollution crisis;
Contamination of soil ...



Inadequate clean water;
Rare earth elements over-used;
Forests felled or burned …

2020 hottest January ever;
Antarctic temperature above 200C
Climate emergencies declared ...

World population 7.8 billion;
Increasing at 81 million annually;
Kenya 1970 8m: Kenya 2020 53m …



Climate Change
Composition of the Earth’s atmosphere

Roughly
1/5th oxygen 
4/5th nitrogen
Around
1% ‘other gases’
including tiny amount
0.03% carbon dioxide

Until the start of the industrial revolution CO2 stayed 
consistently below 0.03% or 300 ppm (parts per million)



A warming planet

But with the growth of the industrial revolution and the burning of 
fossils fuels, levels began to rise and since CO2 is a greenhouse gas 
and ‘traps’ heat; the more CO2 there is, the warmer it becomes.

Rapid rise in 
CO2 levels



Steadily rising CO2 levels

In 2015, it passed 400ppm, more than 40% higher 
than its pre-industrial value of 280ppm, and a level 
that has not existed on Earth for several million years.

By 2017 it was 406ppm and in May 2019 414.7ppm
then ‘the highest recorded level in human history’. 

By June 4, 2020 CO2 levels had reached 417.1ppm

the highest monthly reading ever recorded 



Global Warming 0C

By 2017 human-induced warming had reached approximately 
1°C (likely between 0.8°C and 1.2°C) above pre-industrial levels.



Just 10C hotter 
The serious impacts of a 10 degree rise are already here. 
Whilst writing this, Storm Francis had hit UK & Storm Laura, 
one of the USA’s strongest ever storms, battered Louisiana. 

famine fires floods



Effects of a 10C temp rise 
In 2019 European heat wave breaks records:

41.60C France, 42.60C Germany, 38.10C UK
Tropical cyclones increase in number and intensity
Atlantic hurricane season has set new records

Aug 2020: Bush fires raging in California
1 million acres 5 dead, 238,00 evacuated/on standby

2020: Australian bush fires 11 million hectares, 33 dead; 
estimated 3 billion animals killed/displaced 

Aug 2020 - Greenland ice sheet losing 1m tonnes/min



Affecting the most vulnerable 
Sea level rise affecting low-lying Marshall Islands

some Solomon Islands inundated; people relocate 
Warming oceans and bleaching coral reefs
Record heat - India (2500 deaths), Pakistan (2000)
Climate-related droughts – Kenya, Somalia, Sudan
East Antarctic ice sheet melting faster (record 18.30C)

Add up all the promises to cut emissions made by countries 
that are party to the Paris climate agreement, and the world 
could still warm by more than 30C by the end of the century..



Former Chair UK Sustainable 
Development Commission: 
‘It’s not too late: but it won’t 
stay ‘not too late’ much longer’.



Loss of biodiversity
Biodiversity loss is as big a crisis as climate change.
Up to 1 million species threatened with extinction.

UK State of Nature Report 2019

Nature’s dangerous decline – ‘unprecedented’

United Nations IPBES Global Assessment Report 2019

• damaging the natural cycles on which we all depend

• threatening the future security of our food supplies

• depleting medicinal plant resources



Population growth

Complex issue but the evidence is that 
resource use may be far more important.

Numbers in 
Africa still rising

Kenya
1967: 8 million
2020: 54 million
2050: 85 million

August 2020 7.8 billion
Predicted 2050 9.8 billion

Numbers in
23 countries 
declining

China, Japan, 
South Korea
Thailand, Europe



Environment and COVID-19

COVID virus and wet markets in Wuhan?
Degraded areas carry greater risk from pathogens?
Mountains of plastic hospital waste; marine pollution

Fewer flights, less traffic, less pollution
Bluer skies, cleaner air
Decline in respiratory illnesses
Lower oil production

+ve

-ve

Will we learn from this pandemic?



‘Caring for Creation’
Do Christians have a choice?

is concern for the environment an ‘optional extra’?

2015 – Pope Francis: ‘destroying the environment is a sin’

2019 – Former Archbishop Rowan Williams:
Environmental crisis "largest challenge ever" to human race.

A Rocha: ‘Care for the environment is not an optional extra 
for a few concerned Christians on the fringes of the church;
it is an integral part of our mission as God’s people.’



Anglicans & the Environment

‘ We believe that responding to climate change
is an essential part of our responsibility to 
safeguard God's creation. Our environmental 
campaign exists to enable the whole church to 
address — in faith, practice and mission — the 
issue of climate change ’.

General Synod 2020: sets new targets for all parts 
of the church to become carbon ‘net zero’ by 2030



‘Caring for Creation’
Baptists & the Environment

Sept 2 2020  ‘Disciples in a changing climate’ webinar

Sept 6 New Baptist Union Environmental Network will: 

’ inspire churches and regional associations to grow in
valuing creation and join God in environmental mission
and taking action to care for creation and people’
and will encourage carbon neutrality by 2035. 



‘Caring for Creation’
Catholics & the Environment

April 2019 – Pope Francis meets Great Thunberg

June 2019 – Pope Francis declares climate emergency

Feb 2020 – Pope Francis calls for protection of Amazon

April 2020 – Laudato Si’ encourages better world

June 2020 – Vatican issues sweeping new guidelines on 
environment emphasizing vision, urgency, & coordination



‘Caring for Creation’
Other Christian Environment Groups

Young Christian Climate Network launched July 2020 

Taking non violent direct action to push for justice in this climate emergency

A Rocha – Christians in Conservation & EcoChurch

Quakers – ‘Our faith and sustainability’

Green Christians (formerly Christian Ecology Link)

URC Youth – recognises climate emergency

Operation Noah – faith motivated, hope inspired, science informed

Hope for the Future - launched 2017; 
Solving the climate crisis through community political engagement



‘Caring for Creation’

What about Methodists?
Where better to start than John Wesley?

‘ I believe in my heart that faith in Jesus Christ
can and will lead us beyond an exclusive concern
for the well-being of other human beings to
the broader concern for the well-being of the
birds in our backyards, the fish in our rivers,
and every living creature on the face of the earth.’ 



Methodist Church
Concern for the Environment

1973 – Rev Edward Rogers wrote ‘The Plundered Planet’

1991 –Floods and Rainbows – study pack

2000 – Caring for creation in the face of climate change

2002 – Evesham receives 1st EcoCongregation Award

2004 – Methodists sign Noah’s Climate Covenant

2006 – Stop climate chaos: Methodists march in London

Time is ticking …



Methodist Church
Concern for the Environment

2009 – Launch major report: ‘Hope for God’s Future’ 
aim to reduce carbon emissions by minimum of 80% by 2050

2015 - Methodists begin to divest from fossil fuels

2016 – A Rocha launches new EcoAwards

2017 – Methodist Church takes a ‘step closer’ to divestment

2019 – Launch of EcoDistrict & EcoCircuit

Time still ticking …




