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                               MONTHLY LETTER TO COMPANIONS AND EXPLORERS – JULY 2018 
 
 
Hello Companions and Explorers, 
 
It is inevitable, I suppose, that with the Green Christian Retreat 2018, “A Heart for the Earth” taking place 
this month I am thinking about journeys and particularly about each of us on our journey of discipleship 
into the earth. By that I mean, not only being attentive to the way we live, eat, work and play (and pray!) 
but I also mean being attentive to our part in bringing the Kingdom of God to be on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 
As someone who has been preaching to congregations for just about 50 years I have had to struggle with 
how to encourage the faithful disciples of Jesus in the churches where I have been minister in a world 
which distorts the ways of Christ and threatens to overwhelm us in despair and hopelessness. 
 
Sometimes the issues seem so big, so much out our control. BUT we are disciples of Jesus who “for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12.2). In my understanding His ‘joy’ was to see 
heaven on earth. We do after all pray for that, so that’s what our Companionship of the Way of Life 
Community is about, we are conspirators with God’s dream of heaven on earth. 
 
I’m not sure that such huge hopeful vision makes me feel joyful, or whether it just overwhelms me even 
more – what can I do that will make any difference at all? OK let me come down from the pulpit! 
 
Together with this letter there is a short video* as part of series some of us are trying to provide. I’m 
slightly embarrassed by my hesitating style but my video is about all the life-style things we all try to do 
from recycling to LOAF eating. So as Ross and I are discovering who we might be in our retirement (!) we 
are beginning to realise the factual truth of a statement made by Saint Augustine in the fifth century: 
“Without God we cannot; without us He will not” To realise that we are the people God has been waiting 
for isn’t an act of self-congratulation but a blessed relief. Thomas Merton puts it well for all of us, “If we 
once begin to recognise, humbly but truly, the real value of our own self, we would see that this value was 
the sign of God in our being, the signature of God upon our being.” 
 
So together, let’s learn (maybe by learning by heart) both the St Augustine and the Thomas Merton quotes 
so that when we make a small change in lifestyle, when we switch to a green gas/electricity supplier, when 
we eat less or no meat, when immerse ourselves in the natural world and determine to fight for it’s rights 
we can recite these quotes again and again. Then bit by bit, if not all at once we will truly believe that not 
only in us, as human beings, but within the being of all creation’s species, animal, plant, soil air and water 
there is the signature of God.  
 
Whoops, maybe I haven’t come down from the pulpit – anyway I used to sit on a stool to preach in my 
church in Birmingham many years ago! I guess I simply want to draw us all away from the concept that love 
for God’s creation is about stopping what is bad and embrace the concept that it is about choosing some 
thing good. Rob Hopkins of the transition movement says that Earth Honouring life-ways all too often come 
across in a way that is about as appealing as “cold tea and soggy toast.”  Instead I’m encouraging us all to 
the joyful task, however difficult, frustrating or seemingly impossible of bringing heaven on earth. 



 
So I invite all of us as Companions of the Green Christian Way of Life Community to see ourselves, not as 
stewards but servants of God’s creation, who for the joy that is set before us will endure a sacred 
servanthood-relationship to the earth and all that is in it. 
 
Let’s end with a version of Jesus’ own prayer: 
 
Father of everything 
Your presence fills all of Creation. 
Again today, your kingdom has come. 
Again today, I join my will to your will to make earth as heaven. 
Again today, you’ll give us bread we need for your daily work, and you’ll show mercy to us just as much as 
we show mercy to others. 
Again today, as we face times of testing, you’ll be with us in our trials. 
 
(from Rewilding the Way, Break free to follow an untamed God by Todd Wynward p.63) 
 
And so as Deborah wrote last month: 
 
Let’s remember to pray for each other in our Community and on our journey of faith and witness. 
 
Blessings, 
Chris Walton 
 
 
 
* The video can be seen at  https://drive.google.com/file/d/11UXPlm0sGwluqQYwt9FnA21XtaSKqGtn/view 
and is also linked from the Green Christian website at http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/waytalk/  
 
The format of this film may not be supported in your PC. If not, you should hopefully still be able to hear my 
words from the film in which I was simply speaking to camera. We are still trying to get to grips with the 
technology! 
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