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Welcome to Green Christian! And welcome to this edition’s guest editor, Shilpita Mathews, who got in touch about writing an 
article, but responded with enthusiasm when asked to help with the whole issue. As a result, the energy and commitment of 
younger voices rings out from these pages, alongside the insights of those somewhat older – and long may this continue. 

Shilpita Mathews works as an environmental 
economist. She is a member of the Young 
Christian Climate Network (YCCN ) and 
serves in the student ministry of her home 
church, All Souls, Langham Place in London.  

In the Springtime of 2021, we stand at 
the crossroads of hope and grief. 
Whilst we mourn in the midst of an 

ongoing pandemic we look forward to 
planetary renewal, as the UK hosts the 
COP26 Climate Conference in Glasgow 
this November. Young people across the 
country are adding a distinctive 
perspective to calls for global leaders to 
seize this opportunity to facilitate a just 
transition that meets 1.5°C targets.  
 
An editorial is perhaps too short to 
capture the zeitgeist of my generation. Is 
it the wonder of what the world will look 
like in 2050, when most of us will still be 
in our 50s? Or is it the care for our 
common home as we share our diverse 
experiences and perspectives? Or 
perhaps it is our readiness for change, 
our boldness to challenge authority and 
our ability to find strength in one another. 
 
As I look to the future, I am drawn to 
Bishop James Jones’ invitation to work 
with God’s Spirit to steer us away from 
the “Earthing of Hell” to the “Earthing of 
Heaven”. It is with this anchor that I 
reflect on the articles of my friends 
whose words and actions fill me with 
hope. Molly Clark shares how young 
Christians are seeking climate justice 
through the newly launched Young 

Christian Climate Network (YCCN). She 
passionately reminds us that “the climate 
crisis arises from our abuse of God’s 
creation, and our broken relationship 
with our neighbours worldwide who 
suffer most from its consequences”.  
 
Josh Tregale shares how he confronted 
these global inequalities, as an organiser 
of Mock COP26, a youth-led conference 
involving over 330 delegates 
representing over 140 countries. 
Together they challenged global leaders, 
demanding actions such as access to 
climate education. Jodie Bailey-Ho is 
spearheading this cause at “Teach the 
Future”; she describes how student 
volunteers and staff are “working 
towards education that reflects the 
severity of the climate crisis”.  
 
In the Local Groups and GCNews pages 
you can read of the many events, 
workshops and projects taking place 
(currently online), all contributing to a 
brighter future. In a similar vein, I ask 
whether young people can lead the way 
in “building back better” from the 
pandemic. Achieving a green recovery 
necessitates government ambition and 
Clare Redfern suggests that we need the 
CEE Bill to sharpen policy action. 
Similarly, Andrew Craig calls for realism 

and commitment from leaders to meet 
net zero carbon targets. He calls 
younger generations to “make the leap in 
imagination and persuade politicians”. 
Rachel Mander from Hope for the Future 
responds to this challenge, highlighting 
the need to raise our voices and demand 
change from our MPs. 
 
So how would I summarise this Youth 
Activism Issue? In the words of Franklin 
Roosevelt, “we cannot always build the 
future for our youth, but we can build our 
youth for the future”. I want to thank 
Green Christian for taking this 
opportunity to engage with the leaders 
of tomorrow. In the following pages, you 
may snatch only glimpses of our 
generation’s spirit but I hope it serves as 
a call to engage and unite as we achieve 
a sustainable future together. ■ 

Young voices of hope          
 
Shilpita Mathews  

Our front cover by Marisa Mann (www.sustainableart.co.uk) portrays young people: protesting, studying and tree-planting for a sustainable future. It 
also features a floating solar panel.  Marisa writes: “I found several examples online of this development in PV solar which can produce electricity 
using non toxic magnesium chloride, instead of cadmium telluride in the PV cells. Holland, the Seycelles and China are building these, and some 
companies are recycling plastic waste to produce these structures.”
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I would love to add a line to the Creed; after saying that we 
believe in the resurrection of the body, I would add, “We 
believe in the Earthing of Heaven”. It’s what we pray for 

every time we say the Lord’s Prayer: “Your will be done on 
Earth, as it is in Heaven” – the Earthing of Heaven. I often 
prefer the older version which says, “Thy will be done in Earth 
as it is in Heaven”. That little preposition “in” suggests that 
God’s will is to be done not just on the surface of the Earth 
but in the deep ecology of the world.    
 
I sometimes feel that we are caught between two forces; that 
force which prays and works for the “Earthing of Heaven” and 
a sinister force that is about the “Earthing of Hell”. I was 
deeply disturbed by David Attenborough’s recent “Witness 
Statement”, sponsored by WWF on Netflix1. It is his 

assessment of what we are now doing to the Earth, and it is 
nothing short of the Earthing of Hell. 
  
In the Gospels, the word for Hell was Gehenna and it comes 
from the name Hinnom and the valley of Hinnom, which was 
the municipal rubbish dump outside the walls of Jerusalem – 
a smouldering heap. When Jesus used that image, it was as 
if he was saying to people: “Look, if you carry on living in this 
way, you will end up wasting your lives and you will turn 
everything into some great heap of rubbish!” 
   
That image was extraordinarily prescient because that is 
exactly what we are doing today. By living in the self-centred 
way that we are, we are gradually turning the Earth to waste. 
We are polluting the atmosphere, poisoning the rivers and the 
oceans, contaminating the land; we are Earthing Hell. 
 

We are Earthing Hell!           
 
warns Green Christian patron, Bishop James Jones  

©2021 Green Christian

1 A Life on our Planet www.attenboroughfilm.com/

The Hebrew word for Hell comes from Hinnom, the municipal rubbish dump outside Jerusalem Photo credit: Shutterstock



the Earth being crucified and bringing about the salvation of 
the world. It says also that salvation is not just about the 
saving of individuals, but about the rescuing of the Earth itself 
and the restoring of all things. 
   
Jesus also said, “Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the 
Earth.” That promise speaks of people who are humble in 
their relationship with God, with the Earth, and with one 
another. It is Jesus thinking beyond the present and seeing a 
future for the Earth itself. That’s also clear when shortly 
before his Passion he talked about when he would come 
again. He spoke about the Son of Man, the Child of the Earth, 
coming again in glory. When? At “the renewal of all things”. 
Jesus saw himself as central to re-imagining the future and the 
Promised Land. 
 
Lots of people quote that poem by Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
God’s Grandeur:  
“The world is charged with the grandeur of God”.  
Later on in the poem he says something significant, writing,  
“And for all this nature is never spent”. Why? 
“There lives the dearest freshness deep down things.”  
 
That verse speaks to me of how the human family is a part of 
nature and not apart from it; of how within the natural world 
the human family has its part to play; how we bring to the 
whole of nature human ingenuity, human conscience and the 
human spirit. Hopkins ends his poem by looking to God, and 
to God’s own commitment to His Creation:  
 
“Because the Holy Ghost over the bent  
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.”  
 
It’s our invitation to work with God’s Spirit to steer us away 
from the Earthing of Hell to the Earthing of Heaven. ■ 

 

This article is taken from James Jones’ talk at the Green 
Christian festival “Re-imagining the Promised Land”. Videos 
of festival sessions are now online on our festival website 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/festival2020/ or Green 
Christian’s YouTube channel. 
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One image that strikes me very powerfully is the Thames 
Barrier, which was built to protect London from flooding. The 
Barrier went up 4 times in the 1980s, 35 times in the 1990s 
and at the end of 2020 it had been raised some 200 times in 
total. If the City of London with its financial institutions at the 
centre of the world’s economy, and if the Palace of 
Westminster, the heart of our constitutional democracy, had 
been flooded as many times as the Thames Barrier has been 
raised, then we would be taking much more urgent action on 
climate change and environmental degradation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why should Christians be concerned? Very simply, 
desecrating God’s Creation is to undo God’s creative work in, 
through and for Christ and it is nothing short of a blasphemy. 
Yes, it’s a crime against humanity and future generations but 
it is also an act, not just of defiance, but of rebellion against 
God’s creative purposes. 
 
In the Gospels whenever Jesus talked about his own mission, 
he more often than not called himself “Child of the Earth”. 
Well, I’ve never seen that, you may say, but that’s because 
the translations we read have him describing himself as “the 
Son of Man”. But in Hebrew “Son of Man” means “Child of the 
One hewn from the Earth”. Libraries are full of books about 
the meaning of “the Son of Man” but there’s a unique 
collection of sayings in the Gospels where Jesus called 
himself, “the Son of Man, the Child of the Earth” and in the 
same breath talked about the Earth. For example: thinking 
about his future and his own death, Jesus said, “Just as 
Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three 
nights, so the Son of Man, the Child of the Earth will be in the 
heart of the Earth”.  
 
At his crucifixion before they laid him in the heart of the Earth, 
the Earth quaked and then on the third day when God raised 
him from the heart of the Earth, the Earth quaked again. It’s 
as if the Earth could not remain silent as it saw the Child of 

©2021 Green Christian

The Right Reverend James Jones KBE was 
formerly Bishop of Liverpool. He has been 
active particularly in areas of justice and 
environmentalism. He chaired the 
Hillsborough Independent Panel, and the 
Independent Panel on Forestry that led to 
the national forests remaining in trust for 
the nation. He co-founded Faiths4Change 
which helps faith communities to engage in 
the transformation of their local 
environments. He was awarded a KBE for 

services to justice and the bereaved. His book Justice for Christ’s Sake will 
be published by SPCK in the autumn. 

The Thames Barrier Photo credit: Shutterstock
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Young Christians are calling for climate 
justice             
 
Molly Clark shares the vision of the Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN)  

When I first heard about YCCN, I 
couldn’t wait to join. I have been 
involved in campaigning for 

several years at my university (primarily 
around fossil fuel divestment), but never 
in a Christian context before. My desire 
to follow the example of Christ’s love and 
compassion has always been an 
important motivation for me; and I was 
eager to have the opportunity to work in 
a group that was collectively powered by 
this force of faith. Sure enough, the 
community I found was welcoming, 
empathetic, and committed. I was also 
attracted by the fact that right from its 
inception, YCCN centred climate justice: 
an approach to the climate crisis that 
emphasises its humanitarian and 
political dimensions.    
 
Frontline communities have been 
suffering the effects of climate change 
for my whole lifetime. From floods in 
Bangladesh to droughts in Malawi, lives 

and livelihoods are being lost while the 
UK prevaricates over measures that are 
often too little, too late. This reflects 
global inequalities, and it is hard to deny 
that racism and neo-colonial attitudes 
lurk behind the general apathy of the 
Global North towards the crisis. 
  
Issues of indigenous sovereignty also 
come into play, when fossil fuel 
companies co-opt natural resources for 
their extraction projects without the 
consent of the people that live on and 
care for that land. At its heart, the 
problems we are facing stem not only 
from fuel consumption, but from deeply 
entrenched systems of exploitation. To 
quote from the YCCN website: “This 
crisis arises from our abuse of God’s 
creation, and our broken relationship 
with our neighbours worldwide who 
suffer most from its consequences. We 
are convinced of the biblical mandate to 
care for creation, and lament its 

exploitation. We believe in God’s 
imperative call for justice on the earth, 
and repent of our callousness.”  
 
Climate justice is intrinsically related to 
social justice, in that it takes aim at 
inequality. This is not only the case on a 
global scale. Those of us who work for 
climate justice should also consider the 
social divisions that exist in our own 
local communities – and this is another 
concern of YCCN members. In our own 
area, why might some people be more 
exposed to pollution than others? And if 
there were to be a flood, what kinds of 
privilege – whether of wealth, race, 
region, age, class, disability, gender, 
childcare responsibilities, line of work, 
and many more  – might enable some 
people to put their lives back together 
again faster than others? 
  
These social structures need to be 
borne in mind in activist circles too. 
Sustainable lifestyles, eco-friendly 
consumer choices and having time for 
activism are easier for some people than 
others. Climate justice campaigning 
should take these things into account 
when spreading our message and 
should make sure that everyone can get 
involved in a way that suits them. 
  
Climate justice and social justice are 
strongly linked, then, both in broader 
goals and in practical applications in the 
community. This is something of which I 
am increasingly aware, and which I am 
keen to manifest as much as possible in 
my actions and my activism. Being a 
part of YCCN will help to equip me with 
the skills needed. 
 

Photo credit: Anne Barth, Greenpeace
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I am lucky to be in a Church – St Paul’s, 
Clapham, London – that is equally keen 
to make progress on climate and social 
justice. Throughout 2020, our 
congregation at St Paul’s focussed on 
two main areas: becoming an active 
force for anti-racism, and attaining our 
Silver Eco Church award. The work done 
on these issues already is a credit to the 
many dynamic and inspirational people 
in our community. As one of the 
relatively few young people in our 
congregation, I am excited to contribute 
some of YCCN’s values to the 
conversations within the Church. For 
example, I gave a Parish Zoom talk on 
climate justice and helped to facilitate a 
discussion group on climate change and 
the Global South. We based this around 
a transcript of a speech from the 
Wretched of the Earth collective.1  
  Molly Clark is completing a doctorate on 

Shakespeare. She also publishes poetry under her 
full name, Mary Anne Clark. In her spare time she 
likes to walk, cook, campaign and volunteer, 
generally in the areas of climate justice, human 
rights, and education access. 

During these events, I aimed to convey 
the message that our two goals – anti- 
racism and green sustainability – should 
be interlinked. While we continue to 
tackle the specifics of each individual 
goal on its own terms, we also aim to 
consider the ways in which the two are 
connected, and use that connection to 
derive mutual benefit and redoubled 
energy. My hope is that, by 
foregrounding the political significance 
of the climate crisis (rather than focussing 
on individual actions and lifestyle 
choices), I was able to engage a wider 
range of people with the issue, and 
introduce new lines of thought. Joining 
YCCN gave me the confidence to frame 
my ideas and bring my voice to these 
discussions. 
  
Looking to the future, as well as 
equipping our members to work for 
climate justice in their own Churches, 
workplaces, and communities, YCCN 
also aims to lobby for change more 

widely. As COP26 approaches, we want 
to send a strong message to the nation’s 
Churches – and to the government – that 
climate justice is an urgent priority. We 
hope our voices will be heard. 
  
As the YCCN website states: “We trust in 
a God who is good, and who is powerful, 
even in the worst of circumstances. With 
God, there is always possibility for 
change. We also acknowledge our 
agency: that God’s possibility is often 
made real through us. So we do not wait 
to feel hope before acting, but expect 
hope to grow as we act.” ■ 

1 https://realmedia.press/wretched-of-the-earth-global-
climate-strike/ (this is a coalition of climate justice 
groups led by Indigenous people and people of 
colour)

Photo credit: Evan Habil, Greenpeace
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You've definitely heard of climate change. You might 
even know a bit about it, depending on your age, your 
profession and your interests. You might know more 

than a bit, but do you know enough, and how much did you 
have to find out independently? Should climate education be 
a learning entitlement? Teach the Future is a youth-led 
campaign which aims to rapidly reorientate the education 
system around the severity of the climate breakdown so that 
no student is unaware of the impacts they will face in their 
future. 
 
The climate movement has exploded in the past few years 
since the then 15-year-old Greta Thunberg kickstarted the 
youth strikes. Despite this, and the more than one million 
students worldwide who attended them, the climate crisis is 
still not recognised by many as the global catastrophe it is. 
 
This is partly due to the lack of education both students and 
adults receive on the topic. Youth strikes are student-led but, 
shockingly, only 4% of students feel they know a lot about 

climate change, despite the 68% who want to learn more1. 
But the education system that we are currently brought up in 
does not equip us with the tools we need to live sustainably, 
nor does it show us how to limit the progression of climate 
breakdown at all. 
 
Students deserve climate education 
Some would argue that we have adequate knowledge of the 
subject and that climate change already has its place in the 
curriculum. I'm about to bust some myths for you: the climate 
crisis is only mentioned briefly in two subjects – geography 
and chemistry. Geography is optional, so students who do 
not take this subject do not get this module of teaching. In 
GCSE combined science, climate change takes up just four 
bullet points on chemistry in the 43-page combined science 
specification (that's less than 1% of the science subject 
content) and still, many teachers skip over this for lower-
achieving students. Even if you were to argue that teachers 

©2021 Green Christian

Teach the Future!           
 
Jodie Bailey-Ho is fighting for the right to climate education

Teach the Future at Westminster in early 2020 Photo credit: TeachtheFuture

1 Research by Students Organising for Sustainability  https://sustainability.nus.org.uk



Supporting Us 
We have already done so much and come so far from the one 
person campaign team we had in 2019, but the truth is, we 
have so much further to go. We want a sustainable education 
in sustainable buildings, and have four asks which are 
designed to get us there: a review into our current education 
system, changes to teacher training, priority for sustainability 
in school inspections and a new Climate Emergency 
Education Bill. If you want to help, things like signing up to our 
mailing list, reading our blog, following and sharing our social 
media and looking at our website seem so small, but they are 
some of the best actions you can take to support us. The 
more we can increase public knowledge of our campaign, the 
more traction we can gain.  
 
For me, being part of Teach the Future is one of the things I 
am proudest of. I could not ask for a better group of people 
to (eventually) change the world with, and the friends I have 
made are some of the best and most sound in spirit that I 
have. There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that we are 
empowered and can create change for the better. God works 
in ways which I could never pretend to understand, but I know 
that I am right where I am supposed to be. 
 
In the words of punk band Sham 69, “If the kids are united, 
then we'll never be divided”. For me, these are the words that 
sum up youth activism, and I believe there is no better place 
where this is exhibited than at Teach the Future. 
www.teachthefuture.uk/ ■

FEATURE

may include more on the climate if they wish, 75% of 
teachers themselves feel they haven’t received adequate 
training to educate students about the climate crisis. On top 
of that, the strict time and curriculum pressures that they 
face mean they would be unable to do so anyway.  
 
The youth voice tells us loud and clear that students 
deserve climate education. We deserve to know about the 
irrefutable damage to the Earth being caused by systems 
currently in place, we deserve to know what our future holds, 
and we deserve to know how we can save it. Climate 
education isn't something we should have to ask for, it's 
something that should have already been freely and willingly 
given to us. 
 
Teach the Future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teach the Future wants to do precisely as its name says. By 
empowering young people to lead, and lobby the government 
themselves, the youth-led campaign has quickly become 
more than just another project. Since being founded in 
Autumn 2019 by then 17-year-old Joe Brindle, we now have a 
team of over 50 student volunteers and staff members all 
working towards getting learning to reflect the severity of the 
climate crisis.   
 
Our campaign has grown, and people have started to take 
notice. A year ago we held a Parliamentary Reception – 
attended by over 70 parliamentarians – where we unveiled 
our Bill: the first Bill ever to be written by students about their 
own education. As part of our plans for a Green Recovery for 
Education, we wrote an open letter to Rishi Sunak (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) which gained over 1,100 
student signatures in less than a week, and was followed by 
the announcement of £1bn in fiscal stimulus for school 
retrofits.  
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Teenager, Jodie Bailey-Ho is a student volunteer and 
activist from the Hertfordshire/Essex border. She 
has been working with the UK Student Climate 
Network since September 2019 and has 
participated in various projects, including the UKSCN 
podcast for the planet and the Teach the Future 
campaign. She hopes to radically reform the 
education system for the betterment of her peers.

Speech at Parliamentary Reception Photo credit: TeachtheFuture

2 Oxfam yougov survey: Teachers and Climate Change May 2019

Talking to Marsha de Cordova, MP, at Westminster  Photo credit: TeachtheFuture
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Mock COP26 gave young people a 
voice to speak to the powerful.        
 
Josh Tregale describes his part in it.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
been devastating for people 
across the world. However, in the 

darkness there is always light and this 
pandemic offers a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to shape what is important 
to society and what our priorities should 
be. 
 
Governments have, and will be, 
implementing unprecedented support 
packages to aid the recovery from this 
situation, with the possibility that 
funding can be targeted towards 
supporting the Earth and its inhabitants 
through nurturing a green recovery. This 
hope was why, after my A Level exams 
were suddenly cancelled and school 
closed, I got more involved in climate 
activism. This was my journey… 
 
My climate change education tended to 
focus on invisible concepts: tiny 

temperature rises, gases in the 
atmosphere. In reality, it tears families 
apart and infringes on human rights. 
That is why I joined Teach the Future 
(www.teachthefuture.uk), a group which 
campaigns for climate change to be 
added to the National Curriculum. I find 
it shocking that someone can go 
through formal education without ever 
learning about this defining issue and 
without any preparation for the impacts 
we will face. 
  
When COP26 (the United Nations 
climate summit where world leaders 
are supposed to work together to 
tackle the climate emergency) was 
postponed due to Covid-19, activists at 
Teach the Future saw an opportunity for 
young people to run their own summit 
and to include areas that are often 
missed by international climate 
conferences. This idea quickly grew 

and Mock COP26 was born. This 
project particularly excited me as it 
gave young people a voice and would 
illustrate the ambition of the next 
generation of leaders. In August the 
concept was finalised and with the 
support of Students Organising for 
Sustainability UK (SOS UK) we 
advertised for volunteers and student 
staff. In September I chose to defer my 
place at university so that I could be 
more involved as a Mock COP26 Event 
Coordinator. 
 
The key themes we framed the 
conference around were Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs – 
these are carbon reduction 
commitments for individual nations); 
climate education; health and 
wellbeing; green jobs and climate 
justice. Too often some of these issues 
are ignored or side-lined at international 

Mock COP26 Staff Collage Photo credit: MockCOP
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climate conferences. Mock COP26 was 
held between the 19th November and 
1st December and involved over 330 
delegates representing over 140 
countries. We had speeches from high 
profile public figures including the 
COP26 President Alok Sharma, the UN 
Youth Envoy, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment, as well as scientists, 
economists and youth activists.  
 
All the content from the event can be 
viewed online on our YouTube channel.  
The event culminated in a closing 
ceremony with the UN climate talk’s 
High Level Climate Action Champion, 
businessman Nigel Topping. The global 
declaration was released and included 
an ambitious yet realistic treaty 
including 18 policies from the five key 
areas of the event. 
  

Delegates were supported by academic 
partners and lawyers to legally word the 
treaty and ensure it was achievable. The 
treaty and declaration can be viewed 
online at www.mockcop.org/treaty. The 
next step is to lobby world leaders to 
implement and acknowledge our treaty 
and to raise their climate ambition 
ahead of COP26 in November. I and 
other activists are now in regular 
contact with the Cabinet Office and 
other government departments working 
on COP26 as they work to host a 
successful summit. 
 
At the start of 2020, I would never 
have imagined that a year later I would 
be in conversation with the Cabinet 
Office, the WHO and the UN! Or 
interviewed by international press 
having been a part of such a brilliant 
project which had over 26 million uses 

of #MockCOP26, over 400 articles and 
a reach of 100 million people. It is so 
crucial to look beyond the disruption 
and setbacks this pandemic has 
caused and to see the opportunities. 
The recovery from this situation has the 
potential to leave a lasting legacy and 
signal a new phase in our commitment 
to preserve God’s Creation and those 
who live in it. ■  

FEATURE

Democracy and climate change      
Rachel Mander of Hope for the Future challenges us to speak out 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are embedded into 
all areas of human activity so addressing climate risk 
involves very deep structural change. Energy 

generation; industrial agriculture and farming practices; 
manufacturing and construction; the production and 
consumption of goods, transport, housing; waste 
processing – all modern structures and systems are a 
source of GHG emissions. Although the Paris Agreement 
reflects an international political consensus, it leaves 
countries to set their own targets and methods of achieving 
carbon emissions reductions. This gives national 
governments responsibility for the delivery of deep 
structural change in their respective countries, within just a 
few decades: that’s a huge democratic challenge.   
 
Change requires “buy-in” and ownership.  
Long-lasting and sustainable changes will only come with 
democratic engagement and people taking “ownership”. 
Otherwise conflict can occur when new policies or measures 
are introduced. A noteworthy example is the gilet jaunes 
protest movement, which started in November 2018, when 

Member of the Climate Assembly asks a question Photo credit:  
PA Wire / Fabio de Paol
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the French government proposed an increase in fuel taxes. 
On a smaller scale are the protests of private hire drivers 
when London introduced the Ultra Low Emission Zone 
(ULEZ) charging. This is what makes climate change a social 
and political issue, which cannot be solved through a 
reliance on science and technology alone.  
 
Democracy is also of immense ethical importance. Given 
that we would reject the overturning of our democratic 
systems, and given that democracy is enshrined in law in 
many countries, we must find ways to manage climate risk 
within these systems. The importance of democratic 
governance should help us address climate risk. It provides 
us with both a negative motivation and positive incentive to 
act: while intensifying states of crisis as global 
temperatures increase may damage democracy, conversely 
our best hope of managing climate risk is through a focus 
on making our democratic systems more effective.  
 
So is the UK using democracy to inform climate 
policy? 
Some would say “No!” Rebecca Willis, an expert lead at 
Climate Assembly UK, commented in her presentation at the 
Green Christian Festival that, “we need more democracy not 
less”. She described how the UK government has pursued a 
kind of “climate action by stealth” through changes within 
the centralised power sector. To achieve progress across 
many other sectors, particularly transport and housing, 
however will require much more thought because they affect 
people’s daily lives. They will be much riskier to decarbonise 
without thorough consultation.  
 
The Climate Assembly UK last year, brought together people 
from all walks of life for regular meetings. The assemblies 
developed a participatory approach to steering the UK to a 
low carbon future1. Though the assemblies’ report has been 
presented to government, there is no obligation for the 
government to act on these recommendations; furthermore 
the assembly was commissioned by six select committees 
rather than Parliament itself.   
  
Go and meet (online) with your MP! 
This really is a crucial way for concerned individuals to 
impact decision-making. MPs still talk about not hearing 
from their constituents about climate change in comparison 
with other issues. Just by requesting to meet, you are part 
of changing this. Meeting, even by Zoom, is the most 
effective way of engaging with your MP because it allows for 
a two-way dialogue and is the best way of securing an ask. 

After all, MPs are only human and many will share our 
frustrations of not knowing how to make the changes they 
want to, because they feel constrained by both their political 
party and the Parliamentary system. Remembering this, and 
treating engaging with your MP as starting to build a 
relationship with someone, makes it much more likely to 
have a good outcome.  
 
The most rewarding part of our work at Hope for the Future  
is seeing constituents who had effectively “written-off” their 
MP go onto have successful regular meetings with their MP 
and be able to say that they were the reason that particular 
questions were asked in Parliament. Some of the biggest 
successes have been with Conservative MPs; one of the 
first MPs we worked with was Alex Chalk, who introduced 
the Net Zero legislation to Parliament.   
 
Engagement as worship and discipleship 
From a Christian perspective, I would encourage people to 
meet with their MPs as part of their worship and 
discipleship. It’s a way of using what we have (including in 
this case, citizenship of the country with the most influence 
over the COP26 negotiations in 2021) as best we can. Even 
if we cannot secure a particular outcome, we can be faithful 
in both having hope for what is possible, and use the 
process as a way of focusing our prayers.  
 
How can people explore taking this further? 
Do get in touch with us at Hope for the Future 
(www.hftf.org.uk/). We have the experience, knowledge, and 
capacity to provide hands-on support to make sure your 
engagement with MPs or the local council is positive and 
effective. We will work with you to plan a meeting with your 
MP in a way which will resonate with their existing interests 
and provide them with a frame of reference for taking 
environmental action. Always, the focus for the meeting is 
gaining agreement on a concrete “ask” which can then be 
followed up. ■

1 www.climateassembly.uk/

Rachel’s talk on “A Better Future: Politics and Practicalities” 
as part of Green Christian’s Online Festival can be viewed at 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/festival2020/ 
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POETRY

What if…a reflection after the 

Green Christian Festival 2020 
 
Living with what is, is a comfortable faith.  
But what if clinging to what is, 
Is a refusal to imagine the Kin-dom of God? 
What if we imagine 

the soul as our conscious celebration 
of the universe’s grandeur? 

What if we imagine 
the human soul shares its likeness 
with the more than human world? 

What if we imagine 
all things are connected in radical interrelatedness, 
marvellously engaged with each other, connected 
across time and space in cosmic dance? 

What if we imagine 
Spirit longing for us to continuously die to our old ways 
while anointing us to birth unfamiliar, never-before-seen 
next steps. 

What if then, the kin-dom 
will rise again, now as the divine, spacious and sacred 
what is? 

 
Chris Walton, Oct 2020, with permission 
 

An Invocation 
 
for beginning to write about climate change 
 
If eloquence were flour and anger were yeast 
that I knead hour upon hour, 
 
and the sprinkle of salt’s either 
my tears or my spit, 
 
I’d watch the dough rise 
before I punch it back down, 
 
feel my fists become fingers, 
fingers become fists 
 
Carrie Etter   

from The Weather in Normal (SerenBooks 2018), with permission  
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How achievable is net zero carbon?         
 
Andrew Craig calls for realism and commitment 

Since February 2020, when Boris Johnson declared that 
the UK will be “net zero carbon” by 2050, “net zero 
carbon” (NZC) has become something of a buzz phrase. 

Other countries, and corporations including BP and Shell, have 
made similar pledges; the Church of England is aiming for NZC 
by 2030, as is the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT). 
These aims indicate that mitigation of climate change is finally 
being made an urgent priority and that there’s a mandate for 
leaders to sort the problem out before it’s too late. 
 
But what does NZC actually mean? It means that steps are 
taken that remove as much greenhouse gases (GHG) from the 
atmosphere as human activity liberates. This has to be 
achieved partly by reducing hugely the burning of fossil fuels 
but also by implementing measures that will trap, or sequester, 
the same amount of carbon as is burnt, taking it out of 
commission. By GHG, we mean mainly carbon dioxide (CO2) 
and also methane (30x more potent than CO2, but less long-
lived in the atmosphere).  Mainly we think of direct emissions, 
but we should not lose sight of our indirect emissions (the 
“carbon cost” of the steel, concrete, metals, plastics, food and 
other “stuff” that we consume and use). 
 
Emissions can be divided into three groups: power generation, 
transport and everything else, which includes buildings, 
industry, commerce and agriculture. 
       

Power generation and storage: hydrogen and CCS 
In power generation, the UK has made good progress towards 
reducing emissions. Use of coal (the most damaging fuel) is 
being phased out and, at times, sufficient renewable energy 
and nuclear power is already generated for us not to burn 
fossil fuels at all when demand is low. However the key to 
decarbonising power generation further, besides a huge 
increase in renewable capacity, is storage – storing surplus 
power at times of low demand so it can be fed into the grid 
when demand is high. 
 
Of technical solutions for storage, hydrogen is the most likely 
to give the capacity needed for a power grid based on 
renewable energy. However, most hydrogen is generated 
through gasification of coal (or another form of carbon), which 
produces huge quantities of CO2. If NZC is sought in a few 
years (rather than many decades), then Carbon Capture & 
Storage (CCS) – collecting and liquefying CO2, pumping it into 
secure underground stores, such as exhausted oil and gas 
wells – will be needed.1 Electrolytic “green hydrogen”, made 
from water, is genuinely near-zero carbon, but is currently only 
generated and used on Orkney where there is a huge surplus 
of renewable (wind) energy. There’s hope, but a massive 
expansion in renewables is needed. 
 
Transport: EVs, fuel cells and aviation 
To reduce transport emissions, most hopes are pinned on 
electric vehicles (again requiring decarbonised power, and also 
an expansion of mining for lithium and other components). 
Lithium-ion batteries and hydrogen fuel cells (for larger 
industrial vehicles, trains and shipping) are technical 
approaches achieving zero emissions at the point of use. For 
air transport, batteries and photovoltaics will continue to be 
inadequate to power any but the smallest aircraft. Airbus is 
looking to develop a commercial hydrogen-powered craft with 
a range of 2000 miles, but not before 2035. Jets, and aviation 
fuel, will continue to dominate, so the only way to achieve deep 
cuts in emissions at present is to fly a lot less. 
 
Heavy industry, steel and construction 
Which brings us to “the rest”, which includes heavy industry 

©2021 Green Christian

1 www.gov.uk/government/publications/carbon-capture-usage-and-storage-ccus- 
deployment-at-dispersed-sites (2020)  

Credit: William Bodel Data: UK Climate Change Committee/DUKES Digest of Energy Statistics
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(including iron & steelmaking, metals, petrochemicals, 
plastics and fertilisers) and construction (which means 
cement, concrete, aggregates, bricks and steel). The biggest 
emitter is steelmaking: a blast furnace will emit several million 
tonnes of CO2 every year, although all industrial processes 
evolve large amounts. There is considerable debate about 
whether or not trading schemes can bring about necessary 
emissions reductions, or whether carbon taxation is also 
needed. Either way, there has to be a global agreement on 
carbon pricing or else polluting industries will just relocate 
and pollute elsewhere (to some detriment to communities in 
the UK already suffering above average economic 
deprivation). It would be a hypocrisy to pursue early NZC by 
exporting these environmental “bads” but continuing to 
consume the products. The “circular economy” (recycling) is 
certainly one way of reducing harmful emissions – and 
recycling steel reduces overall emissions by about 75%, 
though the remaining 25% are still a huge burden. The most 
effective way of containing global emissions from heavy 
industry is by reducing society’s consumption of its fruits! 
   
Energy efficiency and heating 
The main fuel of heavy industry and commerce is natural gas 
(methane), which is also used to heat about 80% of our 
homes and most churches, schools and public buildings. The 
UK uses nearly 50m tonnes of natural gas every year, 
generating about 135m tonnes of CO2. Consumption is falling 
slightly with improving energy efficiency of homes and 
processes. How are these emissions to be slashed? Building 
new homes to Passivhaus standards is a noble venture but 
expensive; government backing would be essential. Whilst 
new buildings are much better insulated than before and many 
are designed to draw energy from alternative sources 
(electricity, heat pumps, even district heating) a lot more 
needs to be done to retrofit older buildings. Home-owners, 
architects, builders and private landlords need to be re-
educated to bring about a cultural change. 
 
One approach to this problem is biogas – methane from 
anaerobic digestion of organic material – which is considered 
to be “renewable” because the carbon is part of the normal 
“carbon cycle”, not liberated to the atmosphere from the deep 
fossil fuel store. In the UK nearly all biogas is made from 
waste materials (agricultural waste, food waste, landfill gas, 
sewage sludge). Other European countries grow crops 
specifically to generate biogas, but there is concern about the 
competition for land against the needs of agriculture and 
forestry. It is estimated that biogas could replace about 10% 
of natural gas by 2030.2 
 

Conservation and carbon sequestration 
This brings me to the other side of the equation. How much 
can we do to sequester CO2 from the atmosphere, 
compensating for the emissions that will undoubtedly 
continue after the next 10 or 30 years? CCS is expensive but 
potentially applicable to large point sources of CO2 (industry, 
power) short-term. Corporations and politicians also talk of 
investing in forests, conserving habitats and restoring peat 
bogs. These are inherently helpful and they make good press, 
but must complement fossil fuel reduction measures, not 
compensate for emissions that will continue in the 
foreseeable future. Otherwise they are little more than 
“carbon indulgences”, absolving guilt and salving the 
conscience whilst maintaining “business as usual”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is wood a “renewable” fuel? 
Using wood as “renewable” fuel deserves closer scrutiny. 
Burning wood releases CO2 to the atmosphere just the same 
as fossil fuel. To sequester carbon, it must be taken from the 
atmosphere and incorporated permanently in soil and trees, 
not just re-released a few years later. The most effective 
practice, planting mixed deciduous woodland and leaving it 
alone, is reckoned to abstract up to seven tonnes of CO2/ha 
each year (less than the carbon footprint of an average 
household).3 However these rates of sequestration are not 
achieved for at least 10 years after planting. Most “managed” 
forestry is usually commercial and coniferous (sometimes 
with deciduous trees on the margins). Monoculture forestry 
degrades soils, impoverishes biodiversity and only sometimes 
achieves a net carbon “gain” depending on circumstances; for 
example, harvesting North American and European forests to 

2 www.businessenergy.com/blog/biogas/ 3 Forests for a low-carbon future (2016), www.fao.org/3/a-i5857e.pdf

A natural carbon sink Photo credit: Annie Spratt on Unsplash
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feed Drax damages forest ecosystems. And the carbon “cost” 
of cutting, handling, chipping, drying and transporting the 
wood is significant.  
 
Despite its high CO2 emissions relative to methane gas, 
Energy from Waste (EfW) is sometimes justified by calling it 
“renewable”. As this waste would otherwise be landfilled if not 
recycled, this is false – landfill is extremely wasteful of natural 
resources, but at least it takes most of the incinerable 
material, carbon in plastic and wood, out of the atmosphere. 
 
So the UK’s capacity to sequester additional carbon from the 
atmosphere is very limited in the short term. New forests and 
restored peatlands are essential, but they are just the start of 
centuries of work with natural systems, reinstating the carbon 
sinks that will compensate for anthropogenic emissions. NZC 
is certainly unrealistic within 10 years and doubtful within 30. 
Moreover there is a danger that exaggerated claims about 
carbon sequestered in forests could take the focus away from 
the most urgent need to reduce emissions. 
  
We should hold the Government to account for its pledge that 
the UK will achieve NZC by 2050, demanding detailed plans 
and milestone targets for reducing emissions. Most of the 

REPORT

You say you want a revolution!  
With a “Green Revolution” planned, why do we need the CEE Bill?  
asks Clare Redfern

It is fair to say that our government is 
not shy of making promises that often 
fail to materialise. Considering previous 
talk of “oven-ready Brexit deals” and 
“world-beating track and trace 
systems” it seems wise to take any 
claims from ministers’ briefing podiums 
with a large pinch of salt. So what about 
Boris Johnson’s vision, set out in 
November 2020’s 10-point plan for a 
“Green Industrial Revolution”; a plan “to 
overcome the climate crisis” which he 
admitted was a far greater threat than 
the Covid crisis, and “to bring the 
curtain down on the fossil fuel age 

within three decades”.1 
  
This was shortly followed by a new target 
for UK Carbon emission reductions of 
68% by 2030 (upgraded from 50% in line 
with the Climate Change Committee’s 
(CCC) recommendations). Another 
encouraging announcement was of a 
major policy shift ending financial support 
for fossil fuel projects overseas. 
  
Despite grappling with the pandemic and 
Brexit negotiations, are these 

encouraging signs that maybe the 
Government has finally “got the 
message” and is taking on the global 
climate leadership that befits a wealthy 
nation, the birthplace of the industrial 
revolution and the host of the COP26 UN 
Climate Talks? Or are these promises and 
targets merely a hopeful fantasy, unlikely 
to become reality?  
 
Strategies and Promises 
The 10-point plan champions off-shore 
wind, plans to phase out domestic gas 
boilers (or make them hydrogen-
compliant), includes grants for domestic 

1 www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-ten-point-
plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution 

reductions, the “low hanging fruit”, must be made within the 
next 10 years. 
 
I believe NZC is achievable, but not without a cultural change 
whereby the majority of citizens accept less consumption, less 
choice, less meat and less foreign travel. This is what better 
stewardship of our planet for the benefit of future generations 
requires: different lifestyles, possibly a changed “standard of 
living” for many, but a higher standard of life for the planet that 
supports us and the millions living elsewhere who are already 
suffering the consequences of climate change. I fear that most 
of my generation are too set in their comfortable ways.  Maybe 
the younger generations can make the leap in imagination and 
persuade politicians that that is what they will vote for? ■
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heat pumps and the banning of new 
petrol and diesel cars sales by 2030. It’s 
been followed by further announcements: 
an Infrastructure Strategy that pledges to 
transform transport, industry, energy and 
the built environment to reach net-zero; a 
new Energy White Paper setting a fresh 
agenda; Green Financing initiatives and a 
Future Homes Standard that promises 
new homes will be “zero carbon ready” 
by 2025. All very ambitious, however 
analysts have noted that plans are largely 
underfunded, lack key details, and allow 
existing high-carbon projects to proceed; 
for example, £5bn is promised for public 
transport, cycling and electric buses but 
road-building plans costing £27bn are 
continuing.2  
 
The Energy White Paper also discloses 
more than a little fudging: net zero by 
2050 as modelled by the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) seems dangerously reliant on 
technology that might not be as clean and 
green as hoped. Hydrogen is marked out 
as a wonder-fuel for transport, industry 
and home heating (though experts say 
that hydrogen would be highly inefficient 
as a replacement for natural gas in 
boilers)3. Besides, caution is clearly 
needed: hydrogen fuel is only as green as 
the electricity used to produce it.  
 
The pledge of zero-carbon also comes 
with a heavy dependency on Negative 
Emission Technologies (NETs), such as 
Carbon Capture and Storage, as yet 
undeveloped and unproven at scale, and 
Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and 
Storage (BECCS). This method uses 
wood pellets (considered a “renewable 
energy” source) shipped from America 
or Northern Europe and huge concerns 
have been raised about the degradation 
of forest ecosystems4, especially as the 

use of BECCS expands. An expansion of 
nuclear plants is also part of net-zero 
plans. 
 
Yet the Zero Carbon Britain report, 
produced and regularly updated by the 
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), 
demonstrates how, through efficiency 
measures, changes in our land use and 
lifestyle, it is possible to supply the UK’s 
energy needs with renewables and 
Carbon-neutral sources, without resorting 
to fossil fuels, nuclear or storing CO2 
underground using CCS.5  
  
Furthermore, the Government’s own 
independent advisors, the Climate 
Change Committee (CCC) have 

calculated that even if the Government’s 
new strategies are all implemented and 
delivered, the targets for the 4th and 5th 
Carbon budgets (for 2023-2033) plus the 
overall goal of net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050 would still not be met. They 
describe a “policy gap” between what the 
government has announced and where it 
is actually taking us.6  
 
The CEE Bill 
Amidst this flurry of ambitious yet 
ultimately inadequate policies and goals, 
there is a Private Members’ Bill being 
brought to Parliament, originally 
scheduled for 26th March, though now 
postponed until the Autumn. The Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Bill (CEE Bill) 

2 www.edie.net/news/11/How-is-the-green-economy-
reacting-to-the-Spending-Review-and-National-
Infrastructure-Strategy-/ 

3 www.carbonbrief.org/in-depth-qa-does-the-world-need-
hydrogen-to-solve-climate-change 

4 EASAC https://easac.eu/publications/details/forest- 
bioenergy-carbon-capture-and-storage-and-carbon- 
dioxide-removal-an-update/ 

6 Climate Change Committee 9/12/20 
www.theccc.org.uk/publication/sixth-carbon-budget/

Extinction Rebellion celebrates at the launch of the CEE Bill Alliance Sept ’20 
Photo credit: Ehimetalor Akhere Unuabona

5 Zero Carbon Britain www.cat.org.uk/info-
resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/ 
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is being championed by a cross-party 
group of environmentally-minded MPs 
including Caroline Lucas (Green), Wera 
Hobhouse (Lib Dem) and Clive Lewis 
(Labour), but notably, no Conservatives.  
   
If passed, the CEE Bill would replace the 
2008 Climate Change Act, making it a 
legal requirement for the Government to 
act urgently to ensure carbon reduction 
measures in line with limiting global 
temperatures to 1.5°C. 
  
At its heart, the CEE Bill is a call for the 
UK to act equitably and responsibly in 
reducing its emissions, including taking 
account of carbon emissions and 
environmental damage caused by the 
UK’s global consumption of goods and 
services. Why? Currently, the UK only 
counts its territorial emissions through 
the Climate Change Committee’s (CCC) 5-
yearly budgets; it omits nearly half (46%) 
of its actual greenhouse gas footprint 
associated with the outsourced 
production and distribution of the goods 
and services that the UK imports.  
 
The Bill also requires that ecological 
degradation overseas related to our 
consumption in the UK must be 
addressed. This resonates with a recent 
WWF report that highlighted how 
commercial agriculture (mainly timber, 
soy, cocoa, beef, leather, palm oil and 
paper) accounts for three quarters of 
the destruction of tropical rainforests.7 
The report calls on the UK Government 
to show global leadership and act 
responsibly by incorporating the highest 
environmental and social safeguards 
into trade agreements and regulations 
for these products. The CEE Bill would 
make such commitments legally 
binding. 
 
Negative Emission Technologies 
(NETs) 
One obvious variance between the CEE 

Bill and government strategy is that the 
CEE Bill stipulates that reaching net zero 
carbon emissions must rely only in a 
limited way on Negative Emission 
Technologies (NETs) for “difficult to 
decarbonize” industries such as 
steelmaking, cement and concrete. It 
would limit the need to depend on carbon 
capture technologies (such as CCS and 
BECCS), as these are untested, can be 
ecologically harmful and would not 
provide viable long-term solutions  
 
Ecology and the 2020 Agricultural 
Act 
The CEE Bill recognizes the vital 
importance of protecting and restoring 
the UK’s soil, forests, peat bogs, and 
coastal ecosystems through 
conservation, restoration and farming 
practices. All of these measures would 
act as “Natural Climate Solutions” by 
enhancing and creating natural carbon 
sinks, whilst also adding to biodiversity. 
  
Here, there is overlap between the CEE 
Bill and the new Agricultural Act passed in 
Dec 2020. The Agricultural Act has at its 
core an Environmental Land Management 
scheme (ELMs) to reward farmers for 
improving biodiversity through habitat 
restoration: planting hedgerows, 
regenerating wildflower meadows and 
using agricultural techniques that both 
“lock up” carbon in the soil and increase 
biodiversity. David Walsh, ecologist at 
WWF-UK, describes this as a “world-
leading policy, of which the government 
should be proud”.8 He went on to stress, 
however, that ELMs will need to be 
ambitious to truly transform farming. 
Ensuring that land is managed well could 
indeed provide more nature, a stable 
climate, as well as food. The CEE Bill 
would strengthen and extend this 
commitment. 
 
Caroline Lucas, MP, sets out plainly why 
the CEE Bill is needed: “The Government 

is belatedly waking up to the urgency of 
this crisis, but its policies and actions are 
still falling way short of what’s needed 
and too many policies – like the massive 
road building programme – are taking us 
in completely the wrong direction. 
    
We have to cut emissions much further 
and faster than is currently planned and 
we need to address an equally serious 
ecological crisis. The CEE Bill does both 
these things, patching the holes in the 
existing legislation, and aligning our 
climate targets with the latest science, 
not what government ministers may think 
they can get away with”.   
 
Please contact your MP! 
Great vision is needed to tackle the 
Climate and Ecological Emergency 
effectively and urgently; good intentions 
and reliance on unproven technical fixes 
are not enough. Green Christian is 
encouraging its members to show 
support by contacting their MPs about 
the Bill – see Rachel Mander’s article on 
page 11 for more encouragement to do 
this. 
  
Christians and Churches have a huge role 
to play in backing the changes we want 
to see happen. We can both pray 
knowing that God “is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine” (Eph. 3:20) and we can exercise 
our democratic rights and speak out; the 
CEE Bill campaign is asking us to lobby 
our MPs (online) on March 26th 2021. As 
COP26 approaches, let’s use this 
opportunity to challenge our Government 
to show the greater rigour, compassion 
and truthfulness that the CEE Bill, if 
passed, would bring about.  ■ 

8 https://greenallianceblog.org.uk/2020/11/11/after-
the-bill-its-time-to-act-what-next-for-agriculture-and-
trade/

7 WWF Report Risky Business, Oct 2017 
www.wwf.org.uk
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I wake this morning to the glorious sight of the sun, bathing the  
world in golden light and warming not only the land, but the soul.  
Thank you for your glorious Creation, the land, sea and air; for the  
creatures that crawl, hop, walk, swim and fly. 
  
Thank you for the colours in the landscape, for the sun and for the  
rain. 
  
You have provided on this Earth for our every need, where all life  
is linked in an interdependent and intricate web. But the balance  
has gone. The humans you gave breath to have replaced “need”  
with “greed” and plundered the Earth, taking for ourselves what  
should be shared. 
  
Creator God, stop us in our tracks!  
 
Stop – to take time to appreciate this gift of life and marvel at your Creation.  
Stop – to contemplate the damage we do.  
Stop – to restore to the Earth the clean water and air that we have spoilt, the habitats 
we have taken from your creatures for our own comfort and profit.  
Help us renew the Earth for the good of all, through the  
resurrection of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Forgiving God, restore us with your love, and bring us nearer to  
you.  
 
Amen 
 
Sekeeta Crowley 

 
These prayers were selected from “Show the Love” prayers submitted by Green Christian members  
for the Climate Coalition’s 2021 Valentine’s Day campaign. www.greenchristian.org.uk/show-the-love-prayer/ 

 

Loving Creator, 
 
You saw everything that you had made – and it was very good. 
We are awed by what we see that is still good, but weep for what  
we have spoilt. 
Give us the heart and will in our living and praying to restore all  
Creation to the very good. 
So we may show our love to you, the God of love.  
 
Amen 

 
Linda Atkin 
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From university closures to social isolation, Covid-19 has 
significantly impacted young people. The crumbling of 
economic systems and effects on our health, both 

mental and physical, have highlighted the frailty of our human 
existence. Nearly a year on, despite the best efforts of many 
young people to claim invincibility and defy changes, no life 
remains untouched. As a young Christian coming to grips with 
“the new normal”, I would like to reflect on the role that faith 
can play in times of crisis – and to look beyond Covid to an 
equally urgent crisis: climate change.  
 
Before rushing to “build back better”, we must reflect on the 
lessons learnt during these crises. Only when we pause to 

understand our Creator’s vision for the world, can we work 
towards restoration. 
 
Covid-19 impressed on us a sense of deep 
interconnectedness. The zoonotic roots of the disease 
highlighted that environmental destruction has a direct 
consequence on our economy, environmental integrity and 
planetary health. Pursuing economic growth at the expense of 
the planet has proved to be a non-option; defining planetary 
boundaries is key to pursuing sustainable economic 
development. Moreover, it has shown our ability to rapidly 
change our behaviour, for example, by working from home, 
which has significantly reduced our carbon footprints. 
 
Next, despite the digitalisation of our interactions, our lament 
over social distancing has renewed a love for people and the 
planet. Young people like me, who otherwise spend a lot of 
their lives online, are pleasantly surprised by this longing for 
physical encounters in the natural world and meeting friends 
in-person. Life in lockdown revealed a newfound appreciation 
for nature.  
 
Finally, the crisis also revealed the disproportionate impact all 
crises have on the most vulnerable in society. Overall, these 
events have revealed many truths and conveniences which 
millennials have often taken for granted, living in the busyness 
of Western consumerist lifestyles.   
 
Whilst we hope the pandemic has peaked, the climate crisis 
is ongoing, with its most devastating effects yet to come. A 
2020 BBC survey found nearly three quarters (73%) of 
children (8-16 year olds) in the UK are worried about the state 
of the planet – including 22% who say they are “very 
worried”.1 This eco-anxiety has been compounded by the 
pandemic as young people face an uncertain present and 
future. But where do all these anxieties begin? 
 
Both the Covid and climate crises entail a loss of control. They 
have exposed the false gods of our culture such as security, 
success, wealth and freedom. While in and of themselves, 
pursuit of education or mobility are good things, they have 

Covid, Climate and Christianity         
 
Can young people lead the way in building back better?  
asks Shilpita Mathews

1 www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51451737

FEATURE

Young climate protestor Sept 2020    Photo credit: Ehimetalor Akhere Unuabona



www.greenchristian.org.uk  Issue 91, Spring 2021     21 
        

©2021 Green Christian

started to become “God things”. Our lives act as a 
microcosm for the state of our planet. The good gifts of 
Creation have been exploited, becoming more important than 
their Giver. The call to love God’s Creation for instance, is 
often not reflected in our materialistic shopping patterns. 
Equally, our call to love God’s people is marred, as depletion 
of natural resources and the impacts of climate change have 
effects like displacement of people. While the problem of sin 
is age-old, the shock of Covid-19 has caused many young 
people, for the first time in their lives, to truly lament. 
 
A God who was, and is and is to come 
In the turmoil of Covid-19, we bring to God not just our own 
loss, but the lost world we live in. We are called to turn 
towards God as we weep over the destruction of our planet 
and loss of lives. We are also called to repent, 
acknowledging today’s injustices are a consequence of “a 
massive disordering in our relationship with God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth”, as theologian Ellen F Davis 
puts it.2 Yet, beyond despair, we are called to seek the 
character of God. 
 
In the midst of the pandemic, we are reminded that 
throughout history God’s people have been a lost community, 
seeking freedom. A freedom that comes through repentance, 
and faith in an unchanging God. The same holds true today. 
As the pandemic has threatened our self-sufficiency, we are 
reminded by St Paul in Philippians 4:13, who was writing 
himself from the lockdown of prison, that Christ is sufficient. 
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”, wrote 
Paul. Christ-sufficiency emboldens us, as disciples, to partake 
in His ongoing reconciliatory work of all things, both people 
and planet (see Colossians 1:20).  
 
A biblical response to Covid and the Climate 
The ultimate restoration of Creation gives us not only an 
intergenerational but eternal vision for the world. So how can 
young Christians serve the world that God loves?  
 
While environmental stewardship and social justice are long-
standing foundations of the Church, these are often viewed in 
silos. As young people standing on the precipice of the 
climate crisis, we can affirm that Jesus’ call to love our 
neighbours (Matthew 22:39) directly translates to 
environmental justice. Our carbon footprints exacerbate the 
climate crisis, resulting in disasters and a range of tragic 
impacts, and disproportionately affects poorer countries.  
 
Serving God should therefore prompt lifestyle changes 

amongst young people, which they can cultivate early on in 
life, like reducing plastic consumption. Equally, it should 
prompt questions like who do I bank with, who do I work for, 
who do I vote for or where do I target my giving? Ensuring that 
in all our lives, our discipleship seeks environmental justice.  
 
A false dichotomy between environmental actions and 
evangelism can influence some Christians. However for 
Christians, tackling biodiversity loss is not an optional extra; 
we believe that Jesus is Lord of all Creation, and that following 
him means caring for his world.  
 
Ultimately, within the Church and elsewhere, action on climate 
means going beyond lifestyle changes. For instance, 
members of the Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN) are 
campaigning and raising awareness within their Churches, 
universities and workplaces. Forging partnerships within the 
global Church, especially in developing countries at the 
forefront of the crisis, is also essential.  
 
Beyond the Church, we are called to be champions of a 
green recovery. For young people starting out in their 
careers, it can mean finding ways to raise issues in our 
workplaces, such as the need for good environmental 
policies and practice. With the numerous environmental jobs 
which we hope to see created, as part of the UK’s green 
recovery, it means actively seeking green careers. As an 
environmental economist, I have the privilege of working on 
enabling governments and businesses to implement climate-
friendly policies, such as meeting the net-zero targets in the 
UK, and global Paris Agreement commitments. And, as the 
UK prepares to host COP26, the UN’s global climate 
conference, our calling as Christians can mean demanding 
change via political activism.  
 
As the world emerges from the Covid crisis, young 
Christians, alongside others, are needed to help build a 
future where social and environmental prosperity are at the 
heart of the economy. In the face of the challenges that lie 
ahead, God’s eternal vision for the world must act as a 
compass in our discipleship. The pandemic has given an 
opportunity to respond with hope and love as we seek 
climate justice. ■ 

Shilpita Mathews works as an environmental 
economist. She is currently Strategy Lead at Young 
Christian Climate Network (YCCN ) and serves in the 
student ministry of her home church, All Souls, 
Langham Place in London.  

2 see https://blog.arocha.org 07/04/2020

FEATURE
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Different paths       
Isobel Murdoch reports on Green Christian’s Local Groups

As coronavirus has gone on casting 
its long shadow, Green Christian's 
local groups and contacts across 

the country have found themselves in 
different circumstances and have taken 
different paths. Some have been unable 
to gather or function for over a year. 
Maybe members have needed to shield, 
or usual group activities don't transfer to 
Zoom. It has all come down to waiting.      
 
For others, activity has moved online. 
Worcester's Green Christian group, 
which started during the first lockdown, 
is continuing to hold monthly Zoom talks. 
Recent talks have explored ways in 
which Churches can boost biodiversity, 
and how the monastic life can draw us 
closer to Creation. The group also has 
an active Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/GreenChristians 
Worcester) publicizing local and global 
initiatives. 
 
Radical Presence, Green Christian's 
online course which was set up in 
response to Covid-19, led directly to an 
interest in setting up new groups or 
acting as a local contact. We now have 
new local contacts in Rugby and 
Folkestone, while new groups have 
started in Leicester City and 
Leicestershire and others are planned 
for West Cornwall and Colchester. 
 
Members of Leighton Buzzard Green 
Christian group hosted and helped to 
organize an Eco Church conference in 
October, with A Rocha and the Diocese 
of St Albans. The conference was held 
on Zoom rather than at All Saints 
Church as previously planned, and 
attracted attendees from across the 

country and some from overseas. 
Videos of the conference talks and 
sessions are on a dedicated  
Facebook page www.facebook.com/ 
EcoChurchCon 
 
Cheltenham's Green Christian group 
marked Creationtide with a Stations of 
Creation walk, stopping along the way to 
pray and to reflect on Laudato Si’. They 
also continue to hold regular Climate 
Prayer Circles on Zoom, led by different 
people. Cheltenham group leader and 
GC founder member, Martin Davis, also 
led evening prayers at the Green 
Christian Online “Re-imagining The 
Promised Land” Festival. 
 
Green Christian's local contacts in 
Lincoln, Geoff and Sandie Stratford, 
were active in organizing a Build Back 
Better event on Zoom for Church 
leaders, featuring A Rocha's Andy 
Atkins. A follow-up event is planned, and 
the Lincoln group now has its own 
website www.faithenvlincs.org/. Geoff 
also spoke on the activism, policy and 
practicalities panel at “Re-imagining The 
Promised Land”. 
 

While Milton Keynes' GC group is 
dormant, group members there are 
active in two local Churches, one a 
Church with a new environment working 
group and the other focusing on Eco 
Church. Reading Green Christian group 
members met their local MP, also 
Business Secretary, on Zoom. 
Leicester City's new group responded 
to the City Council's consultation on its 
Local Plan and climate policy and gave a 
presentation on this to Leicester's 
Anglican Deanery Synod. 
 
For some groups, then, 2020 was a 
year of watching and waiting; for others, 
it was a year when technology opened 
up new opportunities. So, moving on to 
2021 and the hope of mass vaccination, 
we hope, pray and work together for a 
brighter future. ■ 

Isobel Murdoch 
isobel.murdoch@greenchristian.org.uk 
01790 763603 

Photo credit: Jens Lelie on Unsplashral
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GC NEWS

“Show the Love” Prayers 
For the Climate Coalition’s “Show the 
Love” campaign we invited our 
members to write a prayer for Churches 
and individuals to use in worship on 
Sunday, 14th February, St Valentine’s 
Day. We received many wonderful 
prayers and it was tough choosing just 
one. We chose Revd Toni Bennett’s 
prayer, and a blessing from the Ashvale 
Chapel Poetry Group, to circulate widely 
around Church networks. You can see all 
the prayers we received on our website. 
They will be a lasting resource of 
prayers for all to use.  
  
Climate campaigning and COP26 
We are supporting the Climate and 
Ecology Emergency Bill, a private 
members Bill being brought to 
parliament by Caroline Lucas MP, 
though the date for its debate has been 
repeatedly delayed. We also look 
towards COP26, the UN Climate Talks 
in Glasgow in November.  We urge our 
members to speak to their MPs, and 
their Church members about both the 
CEE Bill and COP26 and to call for 
strong leadership from the government 
at this time. Thanks to a generous 
grant from St Mary’s Church, Islington, 
we are preparing a resource for 
COP26. Look out for more details on 
the website and in our September 
magazine. 
 
Green Christian Online activities 
Details of our many activities on Zoom 
can be found on our website: there are 
regular workshops featuring talks and 
discussion by Green Christian 
members and others. Visit our YouTube 
channel for recordings of the 
workshops. 
 
Borrowed Time, A Journey Through 
Climate Grief and Eco-Anxiety, is a 
Green Christian initiative that aims to 
provide support for those grappling 
with the emotional consequences of 
the climate and ecological 
emergencies, such as grief, shock, and 
fear. A new 8-week online course “Deep 

Waters”, part of the Borrowed Time 
project, was launched in January. 
 
Joy in Enough – towards 
sustainability and wellbeing 
Joy in Enough is our campaign for a fair 
and sustainable future, with a particular 
focus on the economy. How do we 
create good work for everyone? How 
do we reduce the gap between the rich 
and the poor? How do we meet 
everybody's needs without destroying 
the planet in the process? And what 
role could Christians and the Church 
play in all of that? A new JiE programme 
of facilitated group discussions called 
Plenty! is being piloted this spring. Visit 
their website for more details: 
https://joyinenough.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Christian Retreat Oct 8th-
10th 2021 
Our annual retreat is scheduled to take 
place from Oct 8-10th 2021 at 
Ringsfield Hall EcoCentre, in the heart 
of the Suffolk countryside. It is a 
chance to relax, explore, learn and 
make new friends. It will be led by the 
Very Revd Dr Frances Ward, parish 
priest and author of Like there’s no 
tomorrow: Climate Change, Eco-
anxiety and God. It is possible that 
Covid restrictions might mean the 
retreat will have to take place online. 
Please visit the website for details 
nearer the time for updates about this, 
and about how to book.  
 

Green Christian On the Road 
Together!  
A Green Christian OTRT event is 
scheduled for June 5th at St. Stephen’s 
Church, Canterbury Road, Colchester, 
Essex CO2 7RY. These events are a 
chance to meet Green Christian 
members in your area to find out more 
about the organisation and what we do. 
The event is subject to confirmation 
depending on lockdown rulings nearer 
the time. Please contact Howard 
Gardner indexprint@btinternet.com to 
find out more and to check whether 
this event is going ahead as planned. 
 
Revd Keith Innes  
Revd Keith Innes died in December. 
Keith was a long time member of Green 
Christian and set up local groups in 
Kent and in Ringmer, East Sussex. He 
wrote a Grove booklet: Caring for the 
Earth – The Environment, Christians 
and the Church back in 1987. He spent 
the first three years of his retirement in 
1997 making notes each Sunday on 
the readings in the lectionary – on the 
things the preachers could have been 
saying! He offered these “Green 
Pointers for Preachers” to Green 
Christian. We still have them on our 
website  https://greenchristian.org.uk/ 
faith-and-hope/lectionary/   and they 
remain relevant. You can see a longer 
obituary of this quiet revolutionary on 
the John Ray Initiative website. 

Frankie Ward         
Photo credit: St Edmundsbury Cathedral

Keith Innes 
Photo credit: www.jri.org.uk
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Riders On The 
Storm, The 
climate crisis 
and the 
survival of 
being     
 
By Alastair 
McIntosh.  
August 2020 
Birlinn 
ISBN 9 781780 276397 
256 pages 
RRP £9.99 
 
In his latest book Alastair McIntosh has 
much to offer the reader on three 
different levels. The first is a reliable 
introduction to current climate change 
science, referring to key reports of the 
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. The second looks 
at possible remedies being proposed in 
public, private and voluntary sectors. 
Thirdly, McIntosh sets these in the 
context of the psychology of responses 
to the crisis, with warnings of their 
dangers. But, as in his other books, the 
hard work of data analysis with 
philosophical and social critique is 
throughout leavened by a fourth level, 
that of personal story-telling. 
 
Alastair McIntosh is one of the pioneers 
of land reform in Scotland, memorably 
having helped to bring the Isle of Eigg 
into community ownership. He guest 
lectures at UK Army staff colleges on 
nonviolence. Many of us will know his 
previous books, especially Soil and Soul 
(Aurum 2004) and Poacher’s Pilgrimage 
(Birlinn 2016). He is a fellow of the 
School of Divinity at the University of 
Edinburgh and a visiting professor at 
the College of Social Sciences, 
University of Glasgow.    
 
McIntosh invites us, if we wish, to skip 
the chapters introducing the science. I 
was glad I resisted the temptation. We 
have heard so much from politicians 

Let Us Dream: 
The Path To A 
Better Future    
 
Pope Francis 
December 2020 
Simon and 
Schuster 
ISBN: 978-
1398502208 
160 pages 
RRP £10.99 (hardback) 
 
This is a book which I never imagined 
a Pope would write.  In it, Pope 
Francis links personal experience, 
current crises and Catholic Social 
Teaching (a body of principles which 
now fully includes care of the Earth). 
His honesty in describing three 
periods of crisis in his life is both 
moving and humbling. One of these 
was his removal from his role as head 
of the Jesuit order in Argentina which 
led him into almost two years of self-
isolation, prayer, reflection and study. 
This book is full of wisdom and 
surprises. 
 
Its three sections follow the See, 
Judge, Act structure developed in 
Latin America during the time of 
Liberation theology; a methodology 
used to interweave the way of Jesus 
in the Gospels with the reality of 
poverty and oppression experienced 
by the vast majority of the continent’s 
mainly Catholic population. Liberation 
became recognised as not only 
spiritual but for the whole person, the 
community, the nation and beyond. 
 
Throughout the book Francis brings 
an approach which I rarely find in 
Catholic clerics in the materially rich 
countries: an openly expressed belief 
in the ongoing presence of the Holy 
Spirit. He writes with an authenticity 
which indicates his familiarity of 
closeness to the Spirit. Speaking 
about discernment he says: “most of 
all we need prayer, to hear the 
prompts of the Spirit and cultivate 
dialogue in a community that can hold 
us and allow us to dream.” He 
continues his outspoken critique of the 
neo-liberal global economy and the 
damage it does to the “Common 
Good” of people and to the Earth: 

“The obsession with profit weakens 
the institutions that can protect a 
people from reckless economic 
interests and the excessive 
concentration of power.”    
 

Phil Kingston

GC NEWS

Show the Love Prayer, 
2021  
by Toni Bennett 
 

O God who is love 
Let love empower our compassion 

Let love embrace each and everyone  
Let love unite humans and non-human 

In restorative co-existence. 
 

O Jesus, love come down to earth 
May we honour the earth 

May we honour all that dwells in the 
earth 

May we be reconciled with the earth 
Become what we are, of the earth. 

 
O Spirit of love 

Grant us a spirit of humility 
Grant us a spirit of carefulness 
Grant us a spirit of friendship 

For the earth and all that dwells with 
us here. 

Join Now 
 
Membership on line starts at just £2 a month. 
Please go to  
www.greenchristian.org.uk/join-us/ 
  
Or use the form below and send 
with your remittance to:  
Green Christian Membership, Richard and 
Nicky Kierton, Flat 1, 
31 St James Terrace, Buxton SK17 6HS 
 
Please tick: 
 

Standard Membership £30  

Joint/Family £40  Corporate £60 

Green Christian (the magazine only) £20 

Church Membership (recommended) £60 
 

Name 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
 
Postcode 
(GC91)
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From What Is 
to What If: 
Unleashing 
the Power of 
Imagination 
to Create the 
Future We 
Want   
 
By Rob Hopkins 
October 2019 
Chelsea Green Publishing 
ISBN: 978-1603589055 
224 pages 
RRP: £19.99 (hardback) 
 
If, like me, you are trying to cope with 
the multiplicity of situations we find 
ourselves in today: politics, Covid, 
Brexit, climate chaos, and the 
accompanying feelings of helplessness, 
then I have the answer for you in this 
superbly researched and readable book. 
 
I knew that I was in for something 
radically different when, after reading 
the introduction, I went back and read it 
twice more. Rob’s words are powerful, 
passionate, and inspirational. His writing 
about our noticing and immersing 
ourselves in the healing that is nature 
took me back 39 years, to when my 
son, then four, observed nature for the 
first time and helped me see it through 
fresh eyes.  
 
He writes of the importance of 
imagination and how we need to 
recover our child-like sense of vision 
and perspective, to consider scenarios 
from different angles. Would Vincent van 
Gogh have painted his Sunflowers in a 
time of social media, or rather pulled 
out his smartphone, checked his 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram feeds, 
then watched a few YouTube videos? It 
took a few more historical speculations 
before the penny dropped, because I 
too am a prisoner of what he calls 
“technological tyranny”: the daily 
hijacking of our attention by tech 
companies, steering what a billion 
people are thinking.  
 
Meanwhile, on Brexit, he points out that 
the focus of both the major Leave and 
Remain groups was on money, without 
mention of culture, peace, or 

communities, and without imaginative 
thinking by the major parties or their 
leaders. 
 
Rob takes his reader on a world tour, 
exploring the transformations of 
Preston in the UK, where rather than 
“outsourcing” the council “insourced” to 
local trades; of Mouans-Sartoux in 
France, where all the food is organic 
and 70% is locally grown and of Mexico 
City where a new city department was 
created, “An Office for the Public 
Imagination”. This department sees the 
city not as a machine or a factory, but 
as a patchwork of innovation, of 
community urban food production, 
entrepreneur actions, and co-ops. In 
Bologna, an Urban Innovation 
Foundation is supporting new 
enterprises and allocating unused 
spaces for enterprises as varied as 
cycle repairs, organic food distribution 
and a youth orchestra. In many other 
locations, imagination is transforming 
reality and proving that, with vision and 
creativity, “the impossible” can be 
entirely possible. 
    
The book ends with a quotation from 
the eco-feminist writer Susan Griffin: 
"No one can stop us from imagining 
another kind of future, one which 
departs from the terrible cataclysm of 
violent conflict, of hateful divisions, 
poverty and suffering. Let us begin to 
imagine the worlds we would like to 
inhabit, the long lives we will begin to 
share, and the many futures in our 
hands.” 
 
Indeed, From What Is to What If. 
 

Peter Doodes

recently about the importance of 
“following the science” in responding to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. I found that 
improving my understanding of these 
IPCC reports lent clarity about the 
evidence which we need to follow in this 
even greater global crisis. McIntosh 
explains that these reports rest on the 
work of hundreds of teams of leading 
scientists, work which has been 
rigorously peer-reviewed; we can trust 
them as the gold standard of the 
settled science of climatology.   
 
His sober appraisal of possible Green 
New Deals in the public, private and 
voluntary sectors was helpfully realistic 
if somewhat depressing. But it leads to 
a helpful focus on what he suggests 
may be the blind spots which do offer 
new openings: population, consumption 
and sustainable development. His 
stories then show how these can 
emerge from the ground upwards and in 
so doing cultivate new attitudes towards 
the challenges which we face.   
 
What I most took away from this fine 
book were his psychological critique of 
both alarmism and denialism – and his 
pointers towards a more authentic 
spirituality on which to base our 
environmental engagement. Being 
myself very supportive of Extinction 
Rebellion I found what McIntosh had to 
say about alarmism hard to read. Yet, 
while acknowledging that it is not 
symmetrical with denialism, he showed 
how it too has its dangers. McIntosh 
believes in telling the truth, which is why 
he wants us to look hard at the science. 
He sees that this is itself prayer, letting 
go into a space where we do not so 
much demand from others as seek 
them out. “Then with dignity preserved 
we have a coupling point from which to 
build conciliation.” If only COP26 and 
the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Bill could start from that point. 
 

Andrew Norman 

Please email our Review Editor, 
Tanya Jones 
tanyajones@greenchristian.org.uk 
with your ideas for future reviews, 
and also if you would like to join our 
regular reviewers’ list.

Legacy 
Leaving a legacy gift to Green 
Christian will help ensure the work 
we do lives on. When writing or 
amending your Will you need to 
make a note of our official name 
(which is still CEL), our registered 
address and our charity number: 
Christian Ecology Link,  
35 Kitto Road,  
London SE14 5TW.   
Charity No. 328744.
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Christian 
Climate Action: 
Time to Act: A 
Resource Book 
by the Christians 
in Extinction 
Rebellion 
 
Edited by Jeremy Williams  
February 2020, SPCK,  
ISBN 978-0-281-08446-3 
314 pages 
RRP £9.99 
 
This is perhaps one of the most 
challenging books that I have read 
recently. Time to Act is “A resource 
book by the Christians in Extinction 
Rebellion (XR)” and it takes its readers 
into the uncomfortable area of non-
violent direct action (NVDA). Indeed, its 
approach to climate activism has 

parallels with the struggle for women’s 
suffrage in the early 20th century; 
prayer and mere protest are considered 
insufficient to bring about the individual 
and collective action required to rescue 
a threatened planet from the destructive 
power of human activities. The reader 
should be prepared for passionate and 
uncompromising language from 
Christians who care deeply for the 
Earth. They see before humankind a 
road leading inexorably towards the 
extinction of life as we know it. This is 
indeed the time to act, and to do more 
than ruffle a few feathers.  
 
The editor, Jeremy Williams, has based 
this collection on the “Faith Bridge” XR 
meeting held on Lambeth Bridge in 
London, in October 2019 when 
Tearfund joined with CAFOD, Christian 
Aid,  Christian Climate Action and many 
others to declare a commitment to care 
for God’s creation.  Williams divides his 
thoughts into Head, Heart and Hands. It 
is vital that we understand not only the 
historical roots of Christian action, in 
the light of our calling to be responsible 
stewards of God’s Creation, but also the 
options open to us to change human 
behaviour before it is too late. The 
sustaining energy must come from an 
inner commitment and an acceptance 
of consequences, however these may 
affect our lives. Case studies of 
personal sacrifice are provided, not 
least that of singer-songwriter 
Samantha Lindo in her chapter “In court 
– right where I‘m supposed to be” in 
which her words to the judge are 
reminiscent of Shakespeare’s Portia in 
The Merchant of Venice.  
 
While the facts about climate change 
are generated by science, the required 
remedial action is driven by the creative 
energy of our inner selves. There are 
few scientific facts in this “resource 
book” but it includes suggestions for 
prayer and worship, and quoting Rowan 
Williams’ endorsement, it is “highly 
motivating”. Yes, protestors and 
campaigners may at times be irritating, 
but don’t let this keep you from opening 
Time to Act; you may well find yourself 
wishing to join them.   
 

Rev Dr S John Harrison 
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The 
Apocalypse of 
Jesus Christ: 
Meditations 
on Themes 
from the 
Book of 
Revelation 
 
By David Atkinson 
April 2020 
Wipf and Stock 
ISBN 978-1725261785 
124 pages 
RRP £14 
 
The Book of Revelation was written 
around AD 95, during a time of Christian 
persecution, under a totalitarian Roman 
Empire. It is composed in a poetic style 
termed “apocalyptic literature”, often 
found in the books of the Old Testament, 
notably Daniel and Ezekiel. Its purpose 
was to encourage the Christian 
Churches in their witness and to show 
the demonic realities behind the Empire 
in which they lived. Today we too are 
faced with “godless empires” enticing us 
to put other gods in Christ's place. 
These Meditations in this book started 
as a series of Lent talks to a “Churches 
Together” group, and so at the end of 
each chapter there is a section with 
prayer, reflection and discussion.  
 
Many Christians find the Book of 
Revelation to be a difficult and 
controversial text. It has often been 
used by those of a fundamentalist or 
literalist persuasion as something akin 
to an astrological prediction. Some have 
even believed that certain political 
actions can hasten the Second Coming, 
and there has been a plethora of 
popular Christian literature based around 
these themes. However, this is not how 
David Atkinson understands it. He likens 
it more to a political cartoon illustrating 
ideologies and leaders, or revealing the 
demonic energy behind world powers. It 
is much more akin to the underground 
literature used by resistance 
movements, especially in its use of 
codes and symbols. Although it is about 
the corrupt power of Empire, it is also 
about the power of Christ’s sacrificial, 
self-giving love, which will ultimately 
defeat all evil.  
 

David Atkinson gives an insightful 
commentary on each chapter of 
Revelation, exploring the various 
symbols and their meanings, and also 
the impacts of the visions. He 
repeatedly emphasises that it is not a 
book about the future, or something that 
was only relevant for first century 
Christians, but a message for the 
Church today. He draws parallels 
between the tribulations and 
catastrophes presented in the book to 
events in our own time, particularly 
human-induced climate change and 
environmental degradation. There is also 
reference to the “Domination System” of 
our present market economy.  
Christians, he says, are called to come 
out of this “Babylon”, which can be 
difficult when we are so enmeshed in 
the present system. However, we are 
called as Christ's disciples to work 
towards a new vision, one which ushers 
in the Kingdom of God.   
 
This is an excellent book for personal 
study if you want to understand 
Revelation from an intelligent theological 
viewpoint.  It would also be a very good 
choice for use with a study group 
looking to link Scripture with 
contemporary issues.  
 

Linda Wickham
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Too Hot to 
Handle?: The 
Democratic 
Challenge of 
Climate 
Change 
 
Rebecca Willis 
March 2020 
Bristol University Press 
ISBN 978-1529206029  
162 pages 
RRP £12.99 
 
This is one of the best books on climate 
change that I have come across. It 
explains the threat, the politics, and 
what must be done, and undergone, as 
humanity deals with this challenge. Here 
is a great deal of analysis, concisely 
argued, and based on Rebecca Willis’s 
experience in both climate politics and 
academic research.   
 
Her basic argument is that, in order to 
address the climate crisis, we need 
more and better democracy. Neither 
authoritarian “cockpitism” nor individual 
action will be sufficient to meet the 
unprecedented challenges of climate 
change. Despite widespread 
acknowledgement of the climate 
emergency, its implications have not 
been translated into policy or action.  
Political responses have tended to either 
the “feelgood fallacy”, focusing on 
positive initiatives without facing the 
difficult questions, or on “stealth 
strategies” without clarity about their 
context. Issues of equity and 
governance are largely avoided by both. 
The good news is that public opinion is 
ahead of most political representatives, 
and would welcome effective climate 
action so long as it formed part of a fair 
overarching strategy.  Participatory 
democracy and deliberative processes, 
such as Citizens’ Assemblies, have a 
central role in telling the stories of 
transformation that we so urgently need.  
 
As a Christian, I would have welcomed 
reference to the active work of faith 
groups and Churches in this area. I was 
therefore very pleased to see that 
Rebecca Willis was a speaker at the 
recent Green Christian Festival, Re-
imagining the Promised Land.  As she 

noted, climate change, as well as being 
a scientific and technical issue, “is about 
how people act collectively to shape 
their society”, and this aspect, and our 
part in it, is both a source of hope and a 
call to action.  
 
This is an important text, with a well-
constructed index and clearly presented 
references.  It asks vital questions of 
our governments and ourselves, and 
suggests answers that are both radical 
and pragmatic, evidence-based paths to 
a fair and democratic society as well as 
to a stabilised climate. 
 

John Smith

Whereon to 
Stand: The 
Acts of the 
Apostles and 
Ourselves 
 
Daniel Berrigan S.J. 
Originally published 
1991, reissue April 2009 
Wifp and Stock 
ISBN 978-1606084687  
352 pages 
RRP £29 
 
This book may initially seem to have 
little relevance to Green Christian 
members. Written almost 40 years ago 
it contains almost nothing about the 
current developing climate and 
environmental catastrophe. I present it 
as essential on two counts. The first is 
the sheer aliveness of the Holy Spirit in 
the communities of the early Christians. 
The second is that Berrigan and his 
companions were open to the Spirit’s 
aliveness in opposing the possession 
and threatened use of nuclear weapons 
by their country, the United States. Like 
the first Christians, they stood with the 
Justice of God when the powers of their 
time were in opposition to it. Substantial 
time in prayer and reflection ensured 
that their obedience was to God, not the 
State. Their methods were to follow 
Jesus’ way of non-violence and to 
accept the consequences. Berrigan 
spent almost seven years in prison 
because of actions against nuclear 
weapons and the war in Vietnam.   
 

I am a Catholic whose formative years 
were in the 1940s and 50s. I received 
the sacrament of Confirmation from the 
Bishop in my early teens. That 
introduction to the Holy Spirit has since 
received almost no affirmation in formal 
Church contexts. The number of 
homilies I have heard referring to the 
lived presence of the Spirit in our lives 
can be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. Personal testimony to the Spirit 
by bishops and priests has been even 
more rare. The gap between what is 
described in the Acts of the Apostles 
and current parish and diocesan life is 
huge.  
 
Berrigan is generally restrained in his 
criticism of the US Church of his time 
but he becomes explicit in p. 125. “Our 
book of Acts might otherwise be entitled 
‘The Book of Wonders’. It has taken 
wing, voyaged the centuries; and then 
alas, it has landed in an arid place: the 
Church of Few Wonders or None At 
All…. We are spiritually out of our depth 
…. our bishops and priests and popes 
generally frantic or half coping or plain 
misreading the signs”. I imagine that if 
he were alive now, he would thank God 
for Pope Francis who has stated clearly 
that the possession of nuclear weapons 
is immoral. 
 
Berrigan and his companions took 
actions against corporations involved in 
the production of nuclear weapons.  
Their civil disobedience could be an 
inspiration to us too; the analogy for us 
is to challenge corporate fossil fuel 
extraction and those other corporations 
which are destroying the environment. 
Berrigan would no doubt applaud these 
words of Francis: ‘‘Without the Spirit, 
Jesus remains a personage from the 
past; with the Spirit, he is a person alive 
in our own time. Without the Spirit, 
Scripture is a dead letter; with the Spirit 
it is a word of life. A Christianity without 
the Spirit is joyless moralism; with the 
Spirit, it is life’’. 
  

Phil Kingston 
 

Readers may also be interested in Daniel 
Berrigan: Essential Writings, selected 
and introduced by John Dear and 
published by Orbis Books, ISBN 
9781570758379 




