
The stories we believe can shape our lives. If we believe we are destined for 
failure, that may become self-fulfilling. If we believe we are able to create 
something good and great, that may be the outcome. It’s no coincidence that 
political parties and businesses create narratives to sell their side of the 
story, encouraging people to believe that theirs is perhaps the only story 
worth listening to. 
 
The many narratives about climate change are complex and often 
contradictory. They range from outright denial, to acceptance that something is 
happening to Earth’s climate (but is not serious), to the belief that very soon all 
life on Earth will perish. It depends on where the narrative is coming from, and the 
storytellers’ motivations.  
 
Some stories are truer than others – scientific consensus tells us that climate change is 
human-caused, is real, and it’s serious, and there are things humankind should be doing 
right now to mitigate and adapt.  
 
For green Christians, what story do we seek to tell? Following the one true God, we can 
learn, even in these unprecedented times, from the Bible, and from the life, ministry, and 
teaching of Jesus. We can accept the truth of the scientific consensus. We can live 
courageous lives of compassion, love, mercy, justice and truth, knowing that the way is 
narrow and difficult, but not letting that stop us. Our story is one of hope in the Living 
God who inspires us to act, even when we don’t know how things will turn out. 

Christ, alpha, omega, 
avatar of hope, 
whose heart in spite of all 
hopes on in spite of us, 
hopes on for us, in spite of us – 
rain, rain on us 
untamed, unconstrained 
Your wildfire storm of hope.  
From That Intransitive Being  
by Daniel Berrigan 

COP26 was truly an eye-
opening experience. On 
one hand, it was 
disappointing that world 

leaders failed to take the 
urgent, drastic action we so 

desperately need. On the other 
hand, it was inspiring to see so 

many ordinary people come together to 
call for climate justice, especially as part 
of communities of faith with our hope 
rooted beyond ourselves. Ultimately, 
change will come from communities, and 
so the work continues.

Davina says: 

2022Earthing Heaven with      
Green Christian

Green Christian’s 
Aims  
 
We affirm our belief in God as Creator of 
all things and in Jesus Christ as Lord, 
looking to the Holy Spirit for guidance 
through the Scriptures, and seeking to 
hear God’s voice in the challenges of the 
present time. We are responsible for our 
impact on God’s Creation. Since 1982 
Green Christian has been helping 
members to understand and relate our 
responsibilities to our faith. Green 
Christian supports Christians from all 
backgrounds and traditions. We offer 
insights into ecology and the 
environment to Christian people and 
Churches, and we offer Christian insights 
to the Green movement.

Katherine Hogg was one of over 20 Green Christian members at COP26



The COP26 climate summit was compromised by the failure of 
rich nations to surrender their privilege. Wealthy nations had 
already failed to contribute sufficiently to a $100 billion climate 
finance fund.  However, vulnerable countries should also be 
recompensed for the loss and damage our historic emissions 
have caused. Rich countries are not simply forgetful; they made 
a calculated decision to avoid accepting liability for their 
privilege. We left COP26 with our privilege intact: we offered no 
new money for loss and damage, only a “dialogue” on future 
funding.   
 
By defending their fossil-fuelled privilege the rich nations also 
perpetuated the coal-fired template of industrialisation. No 
surprise then that India and China felt entitled to demand a last-
minute change to the agreement that coal should not be 
phased out, only "phased down". 
 
At COP26 pledges still fell well short of the global emissions 
target for 2030 – and those that have been made must be 
turned into policies and action on the ground. If that was to be 
the make-or-break summit, COP27 in Cairo is the last chance to 
repair its failure. The UK continues in the Presidency until then. 
Its diplomacy in the coming months, and the demands made by 
campaigners and NGOs, will be critical. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As Christians in Britain, if we can offer anything from 

the Gospel in this moment, it may be about kenosis. 
Individually and as a nation we have the responsibility to 

give transformative leadership. That leadership will have the 
mindset of Christ, who emptied himself, surrendered his 
privilege, so that all can find their reconciliation.

Bereaved and baptised  
 
Christians are “the baptised”, participants 
in Jesus’ paschal life course of 
incarnation, death and 
resurrection. Our baptism 
enacts the journey vividly 
described in Philippians 2: 
for our sake Jesus chose 
to empty himself, even 
unto death, so that all 
creation might be restored 
in him. Theologians have a 
word for this self-emptying – 
kenosis. If we accept Jesus’ 
invitation to join him, we can face 
the reality of our situation “in Christ”, 
know that he accompanies us through 
desolation and anxiety, and find in him courage 
and power to act. 
 
In baptism Jesus’ kenosis became the blueprint for our lives. Today 
baptism is laying a new claim on us.  
 
The formulation of loss developed by Dr Elisabeth Kübler Ross can 
help in navigating our contemporary ecological bereavement, 
particularly the first four stages of denial, anger, depression, and 
bargaining. However in its last stage, acceptance, the analogy 
breaks down. Who has the right to “accept” climate change on 
behalf of the poor, future generations and species at risk of 
extinction? 
 
Furthermore, grief-tending alone is not a sufficient response to 
climate change. The historic responsibility of the global North does 
not just impact on us emotionally; it injures us morally too. This 
second journey of kenosis starts when the rich world acknowledges 
its historic liability: 
 
◗ Privilege: Industrialised nations have grown rich on the proceeds 

of climate change. It entrenches and deepens global inequalities. 
 
◗ Remorse: There is a growing movement to acknowledge the 

inherited economic privilege of our nation, and the cost at which 
it has been won. 

 
◗ Repentance: In the classic conversion story, the sinner 

confesses their abusive past and finds forgiveness and salvation, 
despite all their wrongdoing. Are we ready to repent and 
accompany our nation in repentance?  

 
◗ Self-denial: The penitent discover their true place alongside the 

most vulnerable. At this Ground Zero they meet all humanity in 
radical equality. 

 
◗ Renegotiation: Only from this self-basement can we begin the 

upward journey towards reconciliation, through apology and 
reparation, which enable us to advocate for the vulnerable without 
hypocrisy. 

I went to Glasgow to be part of a prayerful presence 
during COP26, hoping robust and just decisions would 
be made. 
Conversations I had and heard there gave me a sense 
of solidarity with many others. particularly people in the 
global south where the impacts of climate change are 
worse.  
I now want to engage more with the related issues, and to 
develop a spirituality that involves nurturing connections with all of 
creation. 

Catherine says: 

In your relationships with one another,  
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God  
something to be used to his own advantage; 

rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue acknowledge  

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2: 5-11



Joy in Enough - Plenty!   
 
We read in Philippians 4:6 to “not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God.”  
 
Prayer, thanksgiving and supplication can all be 
deepened by insights into, and greater understanding 
of, the complex web of relationships which underlies our 
everyday lives, choices and consumption, together with the 
good and, sometimes, the sin to be found within them. 
 
Green Christian’s Joy in Enough programme is conceived as a 
challenge to Christians, offering discernment into how our 
economy operates, and how we as Christians can join with 
others in building a more just economy within the ecological 
limits of the Earth. Joy in Enough highlights the Bible’s 
challenge to the way we often organise our economic lives, and 
the values which should underlie our economy. It provides 
tools, resources and networks to advocate for change at this 
time of crisis, and to deepen our prayer life. 
 
As part of our Joy in Enough programme we are planning a 
national conference in Autumn 2022 for those interested in our 
new six week Plenty! course for Church groups. This will be a 
chance for people to network and to listen to some keynote 
speakers on Joy in Enough themes, to have a taster of Plenty!, 
or to discuss what action groups have taken as a result of 
Plenty! More information will be given in the spring issue of 
Green Christian magazine. To find out more about Plenty! 
please go to the Joy in Enough website https://joyinenough.org 

Pastoral Care in the Climate Emergency 
 
For those struggling to negotiate the complicated emotional 
responses that come with acknowledging the reality of climate 
change and ecological devastation, Green Christian’s Borrowed 
Time project offers two programmes: Cloud and Fire, a 
contemplative resource still under development, and Deep Waters. 
 
Deep Waters is an 8-week journey through the landscape of 
emotional responses evoked by climate change and ecological 
devastation. It was run online by Green Christian three times in 
2021, and will begin again in mid-January 2022. It will also become 
available to Churches and other Christian groups in early 2022, and 
is suitable for online groups or in person.  
 
Each session consists of reflection and discussion on the week’s 
theme. Participants meet weekly in the same small groups, to build 
friendship, confidentiality and trust, after a whole-group introduction 
and prayer. There is then an opportunity to share with the whole 
group, a shared meditation or reflection, and a closing blessing. 
Each session lasts 1.5 hours, and themes include climate grief, 
anger, blame, wisdom, justice and hope, amongst others. 
 
To see more, or to register your interest, please go to 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/deep-waters-a-project-of-borrowed-time/ 

Donations to Green Christian are always welcome. Please 
click the Donate button on our website to contribute.

We went to Glasgow to “plant”, “protest” and “pray”, 
bringing a rosemary plant as a sign of hope, joining the 
100,000 strong Saturday protest, leading prayers with 
Green Christian in Govan.    
Listening to Fijians at a traditional cava ceremony (in 

communion glasses) tell of relocating communities from 
their spiritual homes further inland, and their fear of ever-

stronger cyclones, made us even more determined to 
decarbonise our lives and anyone else’s we can influence. 

John and Vanessa say: 

If you care about the climate and ecological 
emergencies and making the world a greener 
and fairer place – why not join Green 
Christian? We also have over 15 local groups. 
Membership begins at £2 per month.

Responding to the Cry of the Earth



Green Christian events in 2022  
Please note: All in-person events are subject to Covid-19 
restrictions and government guidelines. Please check our website 
for up-to-date information. Where necessary, events will be 
moved online.   
Green Christian On The Road Together regional events. Open to all.  
A day exploring Green Christian’s ethos and work, including the Way of 
Life, Joy in Enough, and Christian Climate Action. If you would like to host 
a Green Christian day, please get in touch!    
Look out for us at Greenbelt and other events around the UK! We are 
happy to provide speakers for events whenever possible.  
The Green Christian Way of Life Community annual gathering, 29th 
January. Ongoing Green Christian Online Workshops, open to all.  
Deep Waters: a journey through ecological and climate grief and anxiety 
to a place of justice and hope. Open to all.  
Autumn 2022:  
National conference on Joy in Enough and Plenty! All welcome. 
Annual Members’ Meeting: an opportunity to hear more detail about 
the work of Green Christian, contribute ideas, and gain inspiration.  
Please see the website for more information on all these events and 
more, or sign up to our mailing list:  
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/connect/sign-up/ 

✄

Join us 
Since 1982 Green Christian has 
been working with Christians, 
Churches and the Green 
movement to witness to hope in 
the ecological crisis.    
 
We welcome new members. Membership 
online starts at just £2 a month. Please 
go to www.greenchristian.org.uk/join-us/ 
to join online. Or use the form below to 
send your details to: Green Christian 
Membership Secretary, Flat 1, 31 St 
James Terrace, Buxton SK17 6HS.      
 
To find out more about Green Christian visit our 
extensive website: www.greenchristian.org.uk.  
Sign up for our free monthly news email, prayer 
diary or Joy in Enough news, or contact us for a 
free introductory pack.  

Green Christian brings together people in the UK and beyond who 
seek to tell a new story for our times. We offer:     
Gatherings: conferences, retreats and workshops, both in person 
and online.   
Local groups: 15 groups are directly affiliated to Green Christian, 
and we offer support, advice and materials to others.     
Prayer: a daily Prayer Guide available by email or on our website.   
Campaigns: LOAF promotes food which is Locally grown, 
Organically produced, Animal friendly and Fairly traded.   
Joy in Enough promotes an alternative economy free from growth, 
debt and the obligation to consume. www.joyinenough.org  
Way of Life Community: a dispersed community which values and 
lives by the disciplines of Daily Prayer, 
Living Gently on the Earth, Public Witness 
and Encouragement.  
Green Christian Magazine: a full-
colour magazine published twice a year, 
packed with news, thought-provoking 
articles, reviews of books and other 
media, and resources.     
Exhibition materials: a range of 
leaflets and posters giving a Christian 
perspective on environmental topics.     
CELINK: a discussion forum and 
social network for members, for the 
exchange of news and advice.  
E-news: regular emails for 
members and non-members on events and resources 
from Green Christian and other Christian environmental organisations.     
Website: www.greenchristian.org.uk  
Further details from our Information Officer at 
info@greenchristian.org.uk

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 
ChristianEcologyLink        
Twitter 
@greenchristian  
Instagram 
greenchristianuk  
Email 
info@greenchristian.org.uk        
Telephone  
0345 459 8460    
Post:  
48 Morrab Road, Penzance,  
Cornwall TR18 4EX 
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Subscriptions are lower for those who pay by Standing Order (SO). Cheques, for 
the amounts in bold, should be made payable to Green Christian.  
❏ Standard individual £30 (£25 by SO)   
❏ Joint/Family £40 (£35 by SO)  
❏ Church/Corporate: annual donation (£60 suggested minimum)   
❏ I include a donation to assist your work £ ................................... 
 
If you are a UK taxpayer, you can increase your donation by 25% at no extra cost 
to you! Please sign the Gift Aid Declaration form.  

Your details: 

Name: ................................................................................................  

Address: .............................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................  

Postcode: .................................. Telephone: .......................................  

Email: ................................................................................................. 

Please complete the following details to subscribe by Standing Order:  

Your bank: ....................................................... (Bank/Building Society) 

Address: .............................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................  

Postcode: ........................................................................................... 

Account name (block capitals): ............................................................ 

Account no: .............................................Sort code: ..........................  

Instruction to your bank or building society:  
Please pay £ ...................... annually to Green Christian.   
The Co-operative Bank, GLOUCESTER 2 BRANCH,   
Sort code 08-90-54, a/c No. 70329203.  
This cancels any previous order in favour of Christian Ecology Link or 
Green Christian.  
 
Date of first payment: ......................................................................... 
(two months ahead please, to allow for administration)  

 
Signature: .............................................. Date: ..................................   

Gift Aid declaration: 
I confirm I have paid, or will pay, an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax 
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax 
year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the 
charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer, resident 
in the UK for tax purposes.   
 ❏ I want to Gift Aid my donation of £________________ and any donations I make in the future 
or have made in the past 4 years to Green Christian. 
  
 
Signature: ................................................. Date: ............................... 
 
Ref No. (Green Christian to complete) .............................................................. 
 
Please notify Green Christian if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or  
home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Green Christian is a registered trading name of Christian Ecology Link. 
Charity No. 328744  Company No. 2445198. 


