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EDITORIAL

We dare to hope!

Clare Redfern, Editor

ope risks sounding a bit too easy
H at the moment. Writing from my

comfortable home, just weeks
into the invasion of Ukraine, it could
seem trite and insensitive. Can we
really talk about hope when thousands
are bereaved, injured, homeless,
hungry and cold, their future upended?
A people devastated yet defiant.

And realistically, what hope can we hold
out for the people whose countries
have been ravaged by conflict for
decades: Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen to
name but a few. And those millions
already bearing the brunt of climate
chaos around the world. The most
recent Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report spells out
starkly how the world is set on a course
for at least 3 degrees of heating, with
disastrous consequences ultimately for
billions. As its Co-Chair commented
"Any further delay in concerted global
action will miss the brief, rapidly closing
window in which to secure a liveable
future."

Let's admit it: things seem pretty grim.
To say we have hope could sound
hollow and meaningless.

But as the Deep Waters course
suggests: “Hope is not optimism that
things will get better. Active hope
engages deeply with issues and
tirelessly seeks solutions.”

Our contributors in this issue directly
address their emotional turmoil: anger,
despair and uncertainty evoked by the
sense of a relentless rising tide of
conflicts and crises; a sense maybe of
hope running out. They are explicit
about their struggles and fears but also
share their journeys of finding and
giving encouragement, forging
partnerships, of reaching out to nurture
places of fruitful collaboration.

There are stories of being quiet and
attentive, or vocal and provocative,
witnessing to struggles, of wrestling
prayerfully —and persistently. Of
listening, as Frankie Ward describes for
“God’s love ... deep in Creation ... a
song of the grace that pours out to the
ends of the world.”

Many of our writers describe sowing
seeds. It's a very real aspect of
survival, of nourishment, of growing the
food we need, also a metaphor for the
hope of new things coming to life, of
trust in a better future, of beauty and
wholeness springing up afresh.

Jesus said that with just a mustard seed
of faith that which seems impossible
can be realised, even moving a
mountain!

| hope you will find encouragement in
these pages to reach out, alongside
others and plant seeds (however tiny),
take hopeful steps (however small),
acting with faith and hope for a better
future. Let's be persistent in finding the
good soil, the support and nurture that
we need.

The “Good News” of Jesus coming down
to share in the world's suffering and
hopelessness remains as bright and
clear as ever. We watch and wait with the
hope of resurrection, of life springing up
out of suffering and death. B

Clare Redfern,
Editor

Our cover image is taken from one of the new Green Christian posters. We have included a
free set of these with this mailing. Please be imaginative in how you use them. You can stick
them in your windows, display in your church and share with your friends and neighbours.

Need more posters? Need bigger posters? See the GC News page for details of how to order.
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