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Editor

I’ve read, encouragingly, that middle 
age need not be characterised by 
dwindling energy and increasing 

grumpiness, but can be a time when 
one’s focus becomes sharper. Avoiding 
youthful distractions and honing one’s 
talents, it can be a time of fruitful 
fulfilment.  
 
Green Christian was formed in 1982 
(known then as the Christian Ecology 
Group, later Christian Ecology Link); 
some founder members are still actively 
involved. In this issue we recall the early 
days whilst, as ever, committing 
ourselves to face the challenges that lie 
ahead.  
 
A defining feature of Green Christian is 
that we are a community of 
encouragement: information, ideas and 
concerns are shared in our retreats and 
conferences, our local groups, in the 
email discussions in the “celink” forum, 
and since 2020, in regular online 
workshops.  The last are led mainly by 
members who share their expertise and 
passions from allotment gardening to 
non-violent direct action, insulation of 
church buildings, local politics and so 
much more.  
 

Green Christian is also a community of 
faith and prayer. The Green Christian 
Way of Life Community, which emerged 
to meet the need by some for an 
intentional “green discipleship” follows 
a fourfold discipline of prayer, lifestyle, 
witness and encouragement. We have a 
daily prayer guide, as well as other 
prayer and worship material on the 
website, including new ideas and 
liturgies for Harvest and Creationtide.  
 
More recently, the need to offer 
pastoral support in a time of lament and 
climate grief has been recognised and 
has resulted in the multifaceted 
Borrowed Time project – read more in 
the News pages in this magazine. 
 
Throughout all these new 
developments, Green Christian has 
remained an outward and forward-
looking community: “on the edge, 
pushing new ideas into the mix” was 
how Peter Day, BBC’s then Business 
Editor described us at the 25th 
anniversary conference in 2007.  
Looking back through old magazine 
copies, I sense a common thread, both 
challenging and humbling: of committed 
passionate people willing to swim 

against the tide, think and live 
differently and be outspoken in calling 
for change. 
 
But today, in our campaigning and 
witness to living gently on the Earth, are 
we acting boldly enough? In this issue, 
three of our patrons offer their 
contributions, each issuing a challenge 
to us to speak out in the current crises 
and be part of the change we would 
wish to see. Our Co-Chair, Deborah 
Tomkins, also reminds us of our calling 
to be “co-creators” with God, finding 
our individual calling, to bring healing.  
 
With a nod of homage to my 
predecessor as editor, the inimitable 
Chris Walton, peruser of alternative 
prayers and obscure Bible translations, 
here's how the writer in the Book of 
Hebrews put it: “Now faith is the turning 
of dreams into deeds” Heb 11.1 
(Clarence Jordan translation, the Cotton 
Patch Bible).  
 
This magazine can only give a 
snapshot, a taster of the Green 
Christian community: to experience 
more – visit the website, come along to 
our October conference, attend one of 
next month’s On the Road Together 
events (especially if you live in 
Derbyshire, York or Reading) or join an 
online workshop. Let’s make this truly a 
time of fruitful fulfilment. ■

Green Christian at 40!                    
 
Clare Redfern, Editor 
 

From an early  
GC newsletter c.1986 –  
if you are the artist, 
please get in touch.


