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EDITORIAL

A deeper crisis within our hearts

Clare Redfern, Editor

common thread, on the good and
Arestorative use of land, runs

through this issue. It contains calls
to work to preserve and nurture
biodiversity — acting, for example,
through campaigning at local council
level (see Dave Penney'’s letter), also at
church policy level, as outlined in
Operation Noah's recent report. At
national level, land reform to enable
more local food growing is advocated.

“Love the Trees!” commanded St
Amphilochios of Patmos as he planted
around the Cave of the Apocalypse
monastery (see pl8). Tree-planting,
forest preservation, and the role — and
limitations - of carbon offsetting is
explored by David Oglethorpe.
Meanwhile, on the Local Groups page,
read how our members have, among
other things, learnt about soil
composition, and helped remove
invasive Himalayan balsam from the
Frome valley.

All  these are addressing both
biodiversity loss and climate change, yet
change is clearly needed at a deeper
level. Molly Scott Cato, in her Green
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Christian conference talk (summarised
on pl6-17), described how the current
economic system is not working to
safeguard a habitable planet for anyone.
She echoed the head of the UN, Antonio
Gutteres, who stated last year: “we are
firmly on track to an unliveable world”,
heading towards at least 3°C of global
warming by 2100. He went on to urge
people everywhere to demand an end to
fossil fuel subsidies. This is one reason
why Green Christian members are joining
a peaceful protest at Westminster with
others on April 21st.

Where do we draw strength to face these
crises, with the hope of making a
difference? Christopher Southgate in his
article invites us as part of a sabbath
rest to make time to try to hear the
chorus of praise — and lament - that
floods the Earth. For as Bishop Kallistos
Ware (whose life is remembered by
Elizabeth Theokritoff) put it: “the entire
cosmos is one vast burning bush
permeated by the fire of divine power
and glory”.
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Tanya Jones describes how
Borrowed Time projects offer

Green Christian’s newest Patron
We are delighted that Shilpita Mathews has agreed to become a Green Christian Patron.
Shilpita is an environmental economist and an active member of the Young Christian Climate
Network. She guest-edited our Youth Activism Issue of the magazine in 2021 and we hope
she will continue to bring a youthful perspective to Green Christian’s activities. Shilpita says:
“I am very excited to be part of Green Christian's mission. The climate and biodiversity crisis
are a reflection of a deeper crisis within our hearts. Green Christian plays a critical role in
addressing these crises together.”
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opportunity  for  reflection and
attentiveness, in the face of
environmental breakdown — “not to make
us feel better, but to make us feel
deeper”, enabled to leave behind “our
selfimportant burdens”.

Paul Bodenham calls us as an
organisation to consider how open we
are to change; how could we listen
better and learn from others, the
excluded or unheard. His article includes
details of an online discussion in June for
members to explore perspectives on
race, diversity and privilege.

Paying attention more deeply, perceiving
the Creator's power and presence, can
we be more alive to making change and
being changed? |look forward to seeing
you at Green Christian events. B

Clare Redfern,
Editor
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