Being the still centre on the

What does it mean to be the still centre on the
radical edge? And what are the consequences?

Inspired by a Green Christian gathering at Othona we reflect on the
liminal atmosphere of being on the edge of beach, river and sea at a
time of gathering storms of climate and nature disintegration.

For Christian environmentalists, going out on the radical edge in Britain
can be uncomfortable. But for environmental defenders in countries like
Colombia it can be a death sentence. In 2023 in Colombia alone 79
mainly indigenous people, but also scientists and journalists, were
killed out of a total of 196 killed world-wide.

Bishop Laurie Green describes being the still centre at
the radical edge like this: “In | Kings 19 we hear about
Elijah. He'd had an horrendous battle against Ahab and
Jezebel's prophets of Ba'al (the Nature god). He is alone,
desperate. He goes into the desert to escape and die.
But there he experiences the presence of God in the
“still” small voice of calm but that still voice tells him to
go to the radical edge and initiate revolution in the
nation’s government and religion. Elijah was nothing
without that moment of stillness, but without the radical
edge, he would have been no prophet.

“...At the still point, there the dance is ...

Where past and future are gathered.

Neither movement from nor towards,

Neither ascent nor decline.

Except for the point, the still point,

There would be no dance, and there is only the dance.”
T S Eliot, Burnt Norton
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“Time and the bell have buried the day,
The black cloud carries the sun away.
Will the sunflower turn to us, will the
clematis
Stray down, bend to us; tendril and spray
Clutch and cling?
Chill
Fingers of yew be curled
Down on us? After the kingfisher's wing
Has answered light to light, and is silent,
The light is still
At the still point of the turning world.”

T S Eliot, Burnt Norton

“Without a still centre we shoot from the hip,
act from frustrations, unwarranted angers,
prejudices, guilt or other unconscious
weakness. That is action without the
stillness of reflection. Stillness without action
is impotent self-indulgence — a diversionary
escapism from the world. But reflection and
action together in dynamic transforms both.
This balanced integration makes for integrity
of the person. This saves us from mindless
chaotic activity and from impotent
theoretical thinking. If our reflection and
action is steeped in God we may even
become agents of godly change.”




Cat says:

Being the still centre on the radical edge
means holding on to some certainties,
such as my faith, whilst things | used to
rely on seem to be being torn asunder.
This means that whilst I'm in the middle of
the whirlwind, I can still find peace and
purpose.

So what do we do?

Perhaps weep with Helen Burnett who describes how it feels
to realise we are not going to see the end of the story for our
children: “With the likelihood of a temperature rise to three
degrees we know the ones we love will suffer. We are not all
called to sit down in the road. We all have our own ways of
bringing our own gifts to the struggle.”

For Vanessa Elston it is “a calling to be political, prophetic and
public. A deep desire for change but with an understanding
that activism can take us into an angry place. We can ground
ourselves by acting out of God's love and find ways to engage
with those around us who think so differently, without being

angry.

“To cope with what is coming down the road we need to create
communities grounded in prayer that will enable us to care for
each other and other people. And to upskill ourselves as
Christians to be the people who can do that when things start
to crumble. We all have a call to get out of our comfort zone —
out on the radical edge. Recover some of the spirit of the early
Christians. Vigils and pilgrimage take us back. Othona with its
ancient Saxon chapel is part of that early history. It reconnects
with something deep in spirituality in this country.”

Donations to Green Christian are always

welcome. Please click the Donate button on
our website to contribute.

If you care about the climate and ecological
emergencies and making the world a
greener and fairer place — why not join
Green Christian? Membership begins at £3
per month. Church memberships available.
See the back page.

God is knitting, weaving things together.
How can we?

The symptoms are reported daily on the news: debt,
pollution, suffering, drought, famine and flood. But
what are the underlying causes of these dire
happenings? They are the values in our society today:
greed, apathy, utility, envy. These are the societal
values that lead to the disastrous temperature rises
and also to the many other crises that surround us
such as homelessness, war, abuse.

To understand what is happening, and to effect
change to the list of symptoms above, we must look
hard at our society's values. Are those values the root
cause of the dire happenings? If so what do we need
to change? Understanding the connections between
our values and the symptoms can help us to focus
our thinking and help us decide on what actions we
can take.

We can weave that thinking into action to respond and
bring a solution to the symptoms. We can follow
Jesus’ example as we proclaim and preach, act and
confront as he did in the Temple. We need to get out
of our armchairs to respond.

Laurie Green, Helen Burnett and Vanessa Elston were speakers at Green
Christian’s weekend at the Othona Community in 2024. Peter Blackman was
also at Othona with his trainee guide dog. The images were created by Cat
Jenkins and the chapel photo by Peter Musgrave.

Peter says:

Being the still centre on the radical
edge means maintaining
commitment to seeing
climate change taken
seriously - and
become a global
target. Eventually
the necessary world-
wide effective action
will take hold.
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How can we be the still centre on the radical edge?

Join us this year to explore what it means to remain loving and faithful in these times. Let's find ways to stay steadfast in
our calling, and act, pray and encourage one another. Remember that our Lord said “Do not be afraid.”

The Climate and Nature Bill Cloud and Fire

Green Christian has supported the CAN Bill since our
friends at Zero Hour began campaigning for it. It's a
draft law that would require the Government to take
more — much more — action on the climate and
ecological crisis. This matters to us as Christians if
we take seriously our calling to seek justice for all and
care for creation.

You can help, not just through your own action and
prayer but also by encouraging your church to use its
voice. We have resources to help you discuss this in
your community: see our website for ideas,
greenchristian.org.uk, from simple social media posts
to asking your MP to support the Bill.

Let’s encourage our church communities

to speak out

C&F explores what it is to be Christian in the shadow
of climate and ecological collapse. In this programme,
extending across several months, we accompany one
another on a spiritual, emotional and vocational
journey as we travel towards unknown outcomes.

This contemplative journey is anchored in Scriptural
archetype, symbol and image. Though each
participant will find their own unique path, we gain
courage and wisdom from one another for an
uncharted future.

C&F is aimed at faith leaders and those in ministry. If
this is you, or you think someone in your own church
would benefit from joining the group, visit our
borrowedtime.earth or email Cat on
catjenkins@greenchristian.org.uk to find out more.

Our next series of sessions begins on 13 February
2025 and we'd love you to join us.

Travel with us as we re-think our
LOAF principles for food

Speaking truth to power is never easy. But being
Christian means calling for justice for all, in all the
ways we can. Not only must we ourselves put our
faith into action: we must also encourage our
churches to use their influence to call out injustice — in
loving but firm rebuke to those with the power to
reduce harm to creation and humankind.

There are many ways to do this. Often they involve
leaving our “comfort zones” and making others
uncomfortable too: but that discomfort and
recognition of our and others’ failures is what prompts
change. Our Churches Project Officer Melanie
Nazareth is leading us in finding ways to encourage
more active church engagement on social and
environmental issues.

Contact her at melanienazareth@greenchristian.org.uk
if you'd like support in doing this, or visit our website.

“LOAF" stands for Local, Organic, Animal-friendly and
Fairly-traded. It's been part of our work for over 20
years.

But our environment and food systems have changed
- as have our habits. So we're looking at how we can
refresh these resources — and take into account what
it means to have a Christian approach to food in all its
manifestations today. This includes how we grow, buy,
consume and share food — and our attitudes to
gratitude, self-discipline and food system justice.

In 2025 we'll be organising various events and
resources to prompt Christians to active reflection,
prayer and perhaps even behaviour change. If you'd
like to receive our forthcoming E-Newsletter on Green
Christian's Food Project, contact
info@greenchristian.org.uk




Join us

Since 1982 Green Christian
has been working with
Christians, churches and the
Green movement to witness to
hope in the ecological crisis.
We welcome new members.

To find out more about Green
Christian visit our extensive
website: greenchristian.org.uk.
Sign up for our free monthly
news email, prayer diary, Joy
in Enough updates or Food
news, or contact us for a free
introductory pack.

GreenChristian

Join Now

Membership on line starts at just £3 a month.
Please go to: greenchristian.org.uk/join-us/

Or use the form below and send with your remittance to:
Green Christian Membership, Richard Kierton, Flat 1,

31 St James Terrace,

Buxton SK17 6HS

Please tick:

[] Standing Order £30

[] Annual Cheque £40

[] Joint/Family Annual Cheque £60 Standing Order £50
[] Corporate £70

] Church Membership (recommended) £60

Name

Address

Postcode

(SoH2025)

Green Christian’s Aims

We affirm our belief in God as Creator of all things and
in Jesus Christ as Lord, looking to the Holy Spirit for
guidance through the Scriptures, and seeking to hear
God's voice in the challenges of the present time. We
are responsible for our impact on God's creation.

Since 1982 Green Christian has been helping

members to understand and relate our responsibilities
to our faith. Green Christian supports Christians from
all backgrounds and traditions. We offer insights into
ecology and the environment to Christian people and
Churches, and we offer Christian insights to the Green

movement.
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Get involved

Prayer: a daily Prayer Guide available by email or on our website.
Worship resources: hymns, liturgies, points for sermons, plays.

Action:

Events: Green Christian events are open to all, unless specified
otherwise.

8 February, Way of Life Day, “Oceans of Opportunity: the
importance of seas as well as land in creation care.” 11am-4.30pm,
London.

5 March: Ash Wednesday Climate Vigil in London, preceded by
a service of worship, in collaboration with other organisations.

For more details, and other events, see the Green Christian website.
Exhibition materials: leaflets, banners and posters giving a
Christian perspective on environmental topics.

Food: LOAF promotes food which is Locally grown, Organically
produced, Animal friendly and Fairly traded.

Just Economics: Joy in Enough promotes an alternative economy
free from growth, debt and the obligation to consume.
joyinenough.org

Nature: See our Nature leaflet and also our website.

Living gently: Ideas in our leaflets: Nine Ways to Live Gently and
7Rs: Practical tips for respecting God's Creation.

Encouragement:

Green Christian Magazine: a full-
colour magazine published twice a
year, packed with news, articles,
reviews and resources.

Way of Life Community: a
dispersed community who value and
live by the disciplines of Daily
Prayer, Living Gently on the Earth,
Public Witness and
Encouragement.

Local Groups: many groups are
directly affiliated to Green
Christian, and we offer support,
advice and materials to others.
Courage in Eco-anxiety:
Borrowed Time offers Deep
Waters, an eight-week shared journey providing support in
navigating climate grief and eco-anxiety; Cloud and Fire, an eight-
session programme for clergy and those in pastoral responsibility;
and a Lent Course. Visit borrowedtime.earth

Newsletters: twice-monthly Enews on events and resources from
Green Christian and other Christian environmental organisations.
Online Forum: CELink — a discussion forum and social network for
members.

Gatherings: conferences, retreats and workshops every year. Online
discussions, courses and workshops. Open to all.

YouTube channel for recorded talks and discussions.
@GreenChristian

Website: greenchristian.org.uk

Further details at greenchristian.org.uk or from
info@greenchristian.org.uk

Green Christian is a registered trading name of Christian Ecology Link.
Charity No. 328744 Company No. 2445198.




